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Oklahoma Highway Safety PSA wins international award
“Buckles Are My Business” features Oklahoma cowboys, seat belt message
(OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.) – A 30-second public service announcement from the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office recently received top honors as PSA of the Year at the International Operation Combined Accident Reduction Effort (C.A.R.E.) Conference in Grand Rapids, Mich.
“We are very proud that our PSA has received this important recognition,” said Kevin Behrens, OHSO interim director. “Using well-known Oklahoma cowboys to encourage people to use seat belts is a concept that has been well received across the state. It has now garnered national and international acclaim as well.”
The “Buckles Are My Business” spot features professional cowboys Austin Meier, Billy Etbauer and Ronnie Fields, as well as Oklahoma Highway Patrol Capt. Paul Timmons. The message encourages everyone – pickup drivers in particular – to “buckle up every trip, every time.”

The C.A.R.E. Conference includes high-level officials from police agencies in the U.S. and other countries, said 1st Lt. Thad Peterson, spokesperson for the Michigan State Police and the C.A.R.E. Conference.
“Many states have traffic safety PSAs … but Oklahoma’s was kind of a run-away winner,” Peterson said of this year’s competition. “It struck a chord and resonated with everyone, and it sends a very appropriate and important traffic safety message in a way people can relate to and accept.”

The PSA also has received a silver award in the Public Service TV category of the 45th annual Oklahoma City Addy awards in February, and a bronze award in the 10th District Addy Award among entries from Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana.
The spot also won acclaim in the Pegasus Awards, a national competition including production houses across the U.S., by receiving an Award of Excellence – the highest award category – and a Best of Show finalist honor.

The PSA also received a Bronze Reel award in the PSA category in the Media Communications Association International 42nd Annual Golden Reel Awards earlier this year.
Alice Collinsworth, OHSO communications manager, and Sabrina Mackey, OHSO occupant protection specialist, created the concept; the PSA was directed by David Harper and shot and edited by Jody Wickersham of Garman Productions, LLC. 

“We are obviously very pleased about the awards, but mostly that the spot has done an effective job of raising awareness among truck and pickup drivers that buckling up is not only the safe thing to do, but is a cool thing to do as well,” said Steve Garman, CEO of Garman Productions, LLC.

“Buckles Are My Business” may be viewed at www.YouTube.com.
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