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MEDIA INVITATION:
Local law enforcement, other community groups will kick off

“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” crackdown 
(MADILL, Okla.) – Representatives from area law enforcement agencies and other local businesses and community groups will gather at 10:00 a.m. Monday, Aug. 22, to kick off this year’s “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” mobilization. The event will take place at BancFirst, 302 S. First Street in Madill.
The Southeastern Oklahoma Safe Communities Group will host the gathering, launching the state’s participation in the national “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” mobilization, which takes place Aug. 19 through Sept. 5. 

“Knocking on someone’s door and telling them that a family member has died in a DUI crash is one of the hardest parts of a law enforcement officer’s job,” said [enter local authority’s name, agency] “Drunk driving is a crime, not an accident, and by cracking down on impaired drivers, we’re saving lives.”

Speakers will include:

[enter speakers’ names, titles]
Media representatives are encouraged to attend.  Reporters will have the opportunity to interview speakers and emergency personnel, and photo ops will be available.
In Oklahoma in 2010, 6,549 drivers were involved in alcohol-related crashes. These crashes resulted in 245 fatalities.
Across the country in 2009, more than 10,800 people were killed in crashes involving a driver or motorcycle rider with an illegal blood alcohol level of .08 g/dL or higher, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

“This event is a symbol of the unified effort across the U.S. to cut down on impaired driving crashes,” said Alice Collinsworth, communications manager at the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office. “Our united message is ‘DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE.’  If you choose otherwise, law enforcement will be watching, and you will be arrested.” 
The “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” message was created in 2011 by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, and in many states, including Oklahoma, will replace the “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” slogan from previous years.
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