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MEDIA INVITATION:
Cops from four states will join to kick off 

“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” mobilization
(OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.) – Representatives from Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri and Arkansas law enforcement agencies will join forces for a media event at 11 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, in the hotel ballroom at the Downstream Casino and Resort, located on Interstate 44 at the Missouri/ Kansas/Oklahoma state line.
The event, sponsored by the Green Country (OK) Safe Communities group, will kick off the states’ participation in the nationwide “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” mobilization, which takes place Aug. 19 through Sept. 5. The collaborative effort will include representatives from law enforcement agencies, fire departments, emergency medical organizations, public health departments, judicial systems, and many more. 
Speakers will include:

Romell Cooks, National Highway Transportation Safety Administration Region 7 Administrator
Fire Chief Steve Sims, Bella Vista (AR) Fire Department

Chief Deputy Gary W. Allen, Cherokee County (KS) Sheriff’s Office

Asst. District Attorney Ben Loring, Ottawa County (OK) District Attorney’s Office

Missouri State Highway Patrolman Michael Watson

Carolyn Hanig, speaker for Victims’ Impact Panel (OK)

Oklahoma Highway Patrol Trooper Shawn Cummings will open the event and welcome dignitaries and special guests. 
Media representatives from all four states are encouraged to attend.  Reporters will have the opportunity to interview speakers and emergency personnel. Photographers and camera crews will have access, provided by casino security personnel, to the roof of the casino in order to get photos of the numerous emergency response units gathered for the event. 
Promptly after the news conference, lunch will provided by the Downstream Casino for all attendees.

(cont’d)
In Oklahoma in 2010, 6,549 drivers were involved in alcohol-related crashes. These crashes resulted in 245 fatalities.
“This event will illustrate to the citizens of all four states the importance of this crackdown on impaired driving,” said Tami Burnett of the Claremore (OK) Police Department, co-organizer of the event. “Drunk driving is a crime, not an accident, and by cracking down on impaired drivers, we’re saving lives.”

In 2009, more than 10,800 people were killed in U.S. highway crashes involving a driver or motorcycle rider with an illegal blood alcohol level of .08 g/dL or higher, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

“This unprecedented four-state press event is a symbol of the unified effort across the U.S. to cut down on impaired driving crashes,” said Alice Collinsworth, communications manager at the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office. “Our united message is ‘DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE.’  If you choose otherwise, law enforcement will be watching, and you will be arrested.” 
The “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” messaging was created in 2011 by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, and in many states will replace the “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” slogan from previous years.
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