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Environmental Assessment Checklist
for Cities, Towns and Counties
Grant Recipient: 




  Project Name: 






	Impact Categories
	IMPACT 

ANTICIPATED
	REQUIRES MITIGATION 

OR MODIFICATION
	NOTE CONDITIONS AND/OR SOURCE 

DOCUMENTATION THAT SUPPORTS FINDING

REFERENCE NOTES

	
	NONE
	MINOR
	MAJOR
	
	

	Land Development

	Conformance with Comprehensive 

Plans and Zoning
	
	
	
	
	

	Compatibility and 

Urban Impact


	
	
	
	
	

	Slope


	
	
	
	
	

	Erosion


	
	
	
	
	

	Soil Suitability


	
	
	
	
	

	Hazards and Nuisances Including Site Safety


	
	
	
	
	

	Energy Consumption


	
	
	
	
	

	Noise

	Effects of Ambient Noise on Project and Contribution to Community Noise Levels
	
	  
	
	
	

	Air Quality

	Effects of Ambient Air Quality on Project and Contribution to Community Pollution Levels
	
	
	
	
	

	Environmental Design, Historic Values and Urban Impact

	Visual Quality

Coherence, Diversity, Compatible Use

and Scale
	
	
	
	
	

	Historic, Cultural and Archaeological 

Resources
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Environmental Assessment Checklist

for Cities, Towns and Counties

	Impact Categories
	IMPACT 

ANTICIPATED
	REQUIRES MITIGATION 

OR MODIFICATION
	NOTE CONDITIONS AND/OR SOURCE 

DOCUMENTATION THAT SUPPORTS FINDING

REFERENCE NOTES

	
	NONE
	MINOR
	MAJOR
	
	

	Socioeconomic

	Demographic

Character Changes


	
	
	
	
	

	Displacement


	
	
	
	
	

	Employment and 

Income Patterns
	
	
	
	
	

	Community Facilities and Services.

	Educational Facilities


	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial Facilities
	
	
	
	
	

	Health Care


	
	
	
	
	

	Social Services


	
	
	
	
	

	Solid Waste


	
	
	
	
	

	Waste Water
	
	
	
	
	

	Storm Water


	
	
	
	
	

	Water Supply


	
	
	
	
	

	Public Safety 


	Police
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Fire
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Emergency Medical
	
	
	
	
	

	Open 

Space and Recreation
	Open Space


	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recreation


	 
	
	
	
	

	
	Cultural Facilities
	
	
	
	
	

	Transportation
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Environmental Assessment Checklist

for Cities, Towns and Counties

	Impact Categories
	IMPACT 

ANTICIPATED
	REQUIRES MITIGATION 

OR MODIFICATION
	NOTE CONDITIONS AND/OR SOURCE 

DOCUMENTATION THAT SUPPORTS FINDING

REFERENCE NOTES

	
	NONE
	MINOR
	MAJOR
	
	

	Natural Features

	Water Resources


	
	
	
	
	

	Surface Water


	
	
	
	
	

	Floodplains


	
	
	
	
	

	Wetlands


	
	
	
	
	

	Coastal Zone


	
	
	
	
	

	Unique Natural Features and Agricultural Lands


	
	
	
	
	

	Vegetation and Wildlife


	
	
	
	
	


	Summary of Findings and Conclusions


	

	

	

	

	

	

	Summary of Environmental Conditions
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Environmental Assessment Checklist

for Cities, Towns and Counties

Alternatives
Determine and describe possible alternatives to the proposed project, including the ‘no action’ alternative.  The feasibility of each alternative and the reasons why each should be adopted or rejected should be discussed sufficiently to indicate that an adequate consideration of each alternative has occurred.  Consider alternatives in scope, location, design, and/or materials.
Summary of Existing Conditions and Future Trends

Additional Studies Performed  (Attach Study or Summary)

Mitigation Measures Needed:

Environmental Assessment
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Environmental Assessment Checklist

for Cities, Towns and Counties

Finding of No Significant Impact

1.
Is project in compliance with applicable laws and regulations?     FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
No

2.
Is an EIS required?     FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
No


3. 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) can be made.  Project will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment.     FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
No

Responsible Entity Certifying Official Name & Title (please print)

Responsible Entity Certifying Official Signature




Date

EA CHECKLIST INSTRUCTIONS
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Environmental Assessment Checklist

 
For all CDBG projects subject to NEPA procedures, the Environmental Assessment Checklist is a valuable step in that analysis.  Completion of this Checklist constitutes a quick, yet well documented review of environmental issues surrounding a specific project or group of projects and a decision as to how to proceed in further analysis.

Purpose

 
The major purpose of the Checklist is to allow a more detailed analysis to focus on those categories of potential significant impact.  This can avoid a lot of wasted energy in data collection, analysis and report writing for these categories which have no potential for significant impacts and require no mitigation efforts or ones for which the analyst has already done the work on previous projects.  Judgments at this stage should be based upon available data and a site visit if the area is unfamiliar to the analyst.

Organization

 
The Environmental Assessment Checklist covers seven major impact areas containing 36 specific impact categories and a review of alternatives considered.  The seven general areas represent categories with related and overlapping issues, shared data sources and similar requirements as to background for analysis.  The presentation of a detailed list of 36 impact categories is provided to jog the memory of the reviewer, raise questions and assure that all potential impacts are considered.  Note that some impact categories are also included on the Statutory Checklist.  A project may be in compliance with the provisions of a specialized law, regulation or Executive Order and still have an impact.  For example, a site for a residential use may not be subjected to unacceptable noise levels and, therefore, be in compliance.  If, however, the site will be used for an activity which will produce high levels of noise (short or long term), this may have an impact on the surrounding area and should be considered when completing the Environmental Assessment Checklist.  If, however, it is determined that the subject has been covered adequately on the Statutory Checklist, this should be noted in the space provided for documentation, and no further analysis is required for that environmental factor.

How to Complete

 
For each impact category the local environmental analyst is asked to check the appropriate box relating to potential impacts, needed study, and mitigation or modification.  In many cases more than one box could be or should be checked.  In each case a source should be cited which may be a report, phone contact, previous ERR, field observation, or general knowledge of the area.  The determinations to be made for each impact category include:

No Impact Anticipated – A checkmark here indicates no more analysis or mitigation effort is needed.  Clear and specific documentation is essential, referencing the factual conditions or specific circumstances that support the finding.  Mere conclusions are not sufficient.

Minor Impact Anticipated – Beneficial or adverse impacts should be indicated here.  Notations supporting that finding can be attached.  A more detailed analysis is not necessary.  In some cases, this quick review may be all that is needed to evaluate impacts.  Impacts may be so small as to require no more study; they may be construction effects only for which standard mitigation procedures have been established; or they may have been analyzed for previous assessments in a fully comparable situation.

CHECKLISTS
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Major Impact Anticipated – Again, major impacts may be beneficial or adverse.  Both need to be considered. Documentation here is particularly important and will require attached notes outlining sources explaining the factual basis of the impact finding and describing any mitigation efforts.  If this is checked, the impact category in question will be subject to a detailed review (site visits, review of data, consultation with experts, etc.).  The points to remember are that (1) only those categories with a check in this box need to be subject to a detailed assessment and (2) this is not a decision about EIS preparation but a decision to investigate further.

Needs Mitigation or Modification– This column should be used in combination with the prior columns indicating some type of potential adverse impact.  In some cases specific measures to reduce adverse effects on a community cannot be discussed in full detail right away.  Instead, such measures are subject to review and development and implementation responsibility as part of a more detailed analysis which follows.  In other cases mitigation measures may be known and recorded.  Mitigation measures or safeguards should be listed for easy reference on page 4 of the checklist.  Early project review, affords a special opportunity to identify needed changes in the project itself before final applications are made or programs finalized.  Often such changes can eliminate the need for further analysis by eliminating the source of the problem.  It is also possible that changes (such as moving a project to a different site outside a high noise zone, or combining it with a new project to provide needed sewer or water lines) could be identified at this time.

 
In addition to these early decisions as to potential impact or mitigation needs, the Checklist calls for sources or contacts to be identified which have contributed to the decision in a specific impact category.  This may be done in the space provided or more likely by reference to attached notes which indicate sources or contacts and describe considerations made.  On pages 3 and 4 of the Checklist, the analyst is asked to look back over the individual decisions made and draw some conclusions for further action.  This includes a listing of project modifications, impact categories requiring more study and mitigation efforts needed.

 
Based on the conclusions of the environmental assessment, on the last page of the Checklist, the preparer will state his or her finding as to whether or not the request for release of funds for the project will constitute an action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment.
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