OKLAHOMA HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY
HOME DEPARTMENT

Chapter 9

Reference: 24 CFR, Part 92.202

Subject: Site and Neighborhood Standards

General Requirements Notes

" Provide housing that is suitable from the standpoint of
facilitating and furthering full compliance with the
applicable provisions of title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d-2000d-4), the Fair Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq., E.O. 11063 (3 CFR, 1959-
1963 Comp., p. 652), and HUD regulations issued
pursuant thereto; and promotes greater choice of housing
opportunities.

' New rental housing - The site must not be located in an
area of minority concentration, except as permitted in
the following paragraphs, and must not be located in a
racially mixed area if the project will cause a significant
increase in the proportion of minority to non-minority
residents in the area.

A project may be located in an area of minority
concentration only if:

Sufficient, comparable opportunities exist for housing
for minority families in the income range to be served
by the proposed project outside areas of minority
concentration; or the project is necessary to meet
overriding housing needs that cannot be met in that
housing market area.

As used in the preceding paragraph, “sufficient” does
not require that in every locality there be an equal
number of assisted units within and outside of areas of
minority concentration. Rather, application of this
standard should produce a reasonable distribution of
assisted units each year, such that, over a period of
several years, it will approach an appropriate balance of
housing choices within and outside areas of minority
concentration. An appropriate balance in any jurisdiction
must be determined in light of local conditions affecting
the range of housing choices available for low-income
minority families and in relation to the racial mix of the
locality's population.
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Units may be considered “comparable opportunities” as
used herein, if they have the same household type
(elderly, disabled, family, large family) and tenure type
(owner/renter); require approximately the same tenant
contribution towards rent; serve the same income group;
are located in the same housing market; and are in
standard condition.

Application of this sufficient, comparable opportunities
standard involves assessing the overall impact of HUD-
assisted housing on the availability of housing choices
for low-income minority families in and outside areas of
minority concentration, and must take into account the
extent to which the following factors are present, along
with other factors relevant to housing choice:

(A) A significant number of assisted housing units are
available outside areas of minority concentration.
(B) There is significant integration of assisted housing
projects constructed or rehabilitated in the past 10 years,
relative to the racial mix of the eligible population.

(C) There are racially integrated neighborhoods in the
locality.

(D) Programs are operated by the locality to assist
minority families that wish to find housing outside areas
of minority concentration.

(E) Minority families have benefited from local
activities (e.g., acquisition and write-down of sites, tax
relief programs for homeowners, acquisitions of units
for use as assisted housing units) undertaken to expand
choice for minority families outside of areas of minority
concentration.

(F) A significant proportion of minority households
have been successful in finding units in non-minority
areas under the tenant-based assistance programs.

(G) Comparable housing opportunities have been made
available outside areas of minority concentration
through other programs.

Application of the “overriding housing needs” criterion,
for example, permits approval of sites that are an
integral part of an overall local strategy for the
preservation or restoration of the immediate
neighborhood and of sites in a neighborhood
experiencing significant private investment that is
demonstrably improving the economic character of the
area (a “revitalizing area”). An *“overriding housing
need”, however, may not serve as the basis for
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determining that a site is acceptable, if the only reason
the need cannot otherwise be feasibly met is that
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, familial status, or disability renders
sites outside areas of minority concentration unavailable
or if the use of this standard in recent years has had the
effect of circumventing the obligation to provide
housing choice.

Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency Page 3 of 3
HOME Department Revised July 2014



	General Requirements
	Notes


