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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Unemployment Claimants Can Now Apply for More Extended 
Benefits 
 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  (December 2, 2009) – Oklahomans who have exhausted their regular and extended 

unemployment compensation can now file for a new round of benefits.  This new extension of federal 

emergency unemployment compensation (EUC), known as EUC Tier 3, was established as part of the recently-

approved Worker, Homeownership and Business Assistance Act of 2009.  More than 5,000 Oklahomans are 

expected to be able to draw EUC Tier 3 benefits immediately. 

 

Unemployment claimants are first eligible for up to 26 weeks of regular state unemployment benefits from the 

Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC).  When these regular benefits are exhausted, claimants 

can receive a first round of federal extended unemployment benefits (EUC Tier 1) for up to 20 additional weeks.  

Once EUC Tier 1 runs out, claimants can apply for EUC Tier 2 for a maximum of 14 weeks.  After EUC Tier 2 is 

exhausted, claimants can now collect additional extended benefits (EUC Tier 3) for up to 13 weeks. 

 

Beginning Thursday, December 3, 2009, claimants who have exhausted their EUC Tier 2 benefits can apply for 

EUC Tier 3 online by visiting www.unemployment.ok.gov and clicking on the “File for EUC Tier 3 Benefits” link 

or by calling the OESC Unemployment Insurance (UI) Service Center at 525-1500 in the Oklahoma City area 

and (800) 555-1554 in other parts of the state.  Due to the high volume of calls the UI Service Center receives 

daily, claimants are encouraged to file their EUC Tier 3 claims online if possible.  This will be the quickest and 

most efficient option.  Unemployment claimants that received their final EUC Tier 2 payment during the period 

between November 8, 2009, and November 28, 2009, have already been registered for EUC Tier 3 and need 

only file their EUC Tier 3 claim online or by phone as usual.  Claimants that exhausted their EUC Tier 2 benefits 

before November 8, 2009, or will exhaust after November 29, 2009, must first go through a registration process, 

also either online under the “File for EUC Tier 3 Benefits” link or by phone.  All EUC Tier 3 claims will be 

backdated so that claimants receive benefits for all weeks in which they were entitled to them. 

 

About OESC – The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission is Oklahoma’s state workforce agency.  

OESC provides unemployment compensation to support unemployed workers and their communities; matches 

jobs and workers to benefit local labor markets; prepares a skilled workforce to meet employers’ needs; and 

gathers, analyzes and disseminates information about the labor force to improve local economic decisions. 
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