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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Deadline for Extended Unemployment Benefits to Expire 
November 30 
 

Unless U.S. Congress Resets Deadline, Additional Assistance Will Not Be Available to 
Claimants Who Exhaust State Benefits 

 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  (November 22, 2010) – Oklahomans will soon be unable to receive extended federal 

unemployment benefits due to the inability of the United States Congress to extend a key deadline set to expire 

at the end of November.  The deadline, which has already been reset twice this year, affects the federal 

Emergency Unemployment Compensation (EUC) program that provides additional unemployment benefits for 

those who use up all of their regular state unemployment compensation.  This week, legislation that would have 

reset the EUC deadline failed to receive the votes needed to pass in Congress.   

 

Unemployment claimants are first eligible for up to 26 weeks of regular state unemployment benefits from the 

Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC).  Once these regular benefits are exhausted, claimants 

can receive federal extended unemployment benefits known as EUC Tier 1 for up to 20 additional weeks.  When 

a claimant has collected all eligible EUC Tier 1 payments, they can apply for EUC Tier 2, now for a maximum of 

14 weeks.  After EUC Tier 2 is exhausted, Oklahoma claimants can apply for EUC Tier 3 and collect extended 

unemployment benefits for up to 13 weeks.    

 

In order to receive extended benefits as quickly as possible if they become available again, the Oklahoma 

Employment Security Commission (OESC) is encouraging claimants who exhaust their regular state 

unemployment benefits or any tier of EUC benefits after the November 30 deadline to file for the next tier and 

continue filing weekly certifications.  Please note that claimants won’t actually receive extended benefits for 

these weeks unless Congress resets the EUC deadline.  In this case, eligible claimants would be paid 

retroactively from December 1, 2010. 

 

About OESC – The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission is Oklahoma’s state workforce agency.  

OESC provides unemployment compensation to support unemployed workers and their communities; matches 

jobs and workers to benefit local labor markets; prepares a skilled workforce to meet employers’ needs; and 

gathers, analyzes and disseminates information about the labor force to improve local economic decisions. 
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