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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Unemployment Benefit Extension to Immediately Impact 
Approximately 7,000 Oklahomans 
 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  (November 10, 2009) – Thousands of unemployed Oklahoma workers who have 

exhausted their benefits could be immediately eligible for extended unemployment compensation signed into 

law Friday by President Obama.  The Worker, Homeownership and Business Assistance Act of 2009 changes 

the maximum number of weeks that a person can collect Emergency Unemployment Compensation (EUC) Tier 

2 benefits from 13 weeks to 14 weeks and establishes EUC Tier 3 benefits for those who exhaust their EUC Tier 

2 claims.  The law went into effect on Sunday, November 8, 2009. 

 

Unemployment claimants are first eligible for up to 26 weeks of regular state unemployment benefits from the 

Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC).  Once these regular benefits are exhausted, claimants 

can receive federal extended unemployment benefits known as EUC Tier 1 for up to 20 additional weeks.  When 

a claimant has collected all eligible EUC Tier 1 payments, they can apply for EUC Tier 2, now for a maximum of 

14 weeks.  After EUC Tier 2 is exhausted, claimants can apply for EUC Tier 3 and collect extended 

unemployment benefits for up to 13 weeks.  An additional tier of benefits was added for states whose 

unemployment rate averages at least 8.5 percent for a three-month period.  Oklahoma’s most recently released 

seasonally adjusted unemployment rate (September 2009) was 6.7 percent.  October figures will be released on 

November 20, 2009. 

 

Approximately 7,000 Oklahomans who have collected all of their EUC Tier 2 benefits are expected to be 

impacted by this unemployment benefit extension.  OESC will mail all current and former EUC Tier 2 claimants 

a determination informing them of their eligibility and providing instructions for filing.  Once the final week of 

EUC Tier 2 benefits is paid, claimants will then be able to apply for EUC Tier 3.  All EUC Tier 3 claims will be 

backdated so that claimants receive benefits for all weeks in which they were entitled to them.  Because filing 

instructions will be mailed to each claimant’s address of record, it is very important for claimants to make sure 

OESC has their most current address on file.       

 

“This extension will help quite a few Oklahomans,” said Jerry Pectol, OESC Director of Unemployment 

Insurance.  “We ask that our claimants be patient as we implement these changes.  We want to assure them 

that everyone will receive all of the benefits for which they are eligible.”  
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About OESC – The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission is Oklahoma’s state workforce agency.  

OESC provides unemployment compensation to support unemployed workers and their communities; matches 

jobs and workers to benefit local labor markets; prepares a skilled workforce to meet employers’ needs; and 

gathers, analyzes and disseminates information about the labor force to improve local economic decisions. 
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