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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CHILDREN OF OKLAHOMANS RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR SCHOOL MEAL PROGRAMS   
 

 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  (October 13, 2009) – At President Obama’s request, the Oklahoma Employment 

Security Commission (OESC) is reminding the public that children of unemployment compensation recipients 

might be eligible to receive free or reduced price school meals.  Under the National School Lunch Program 

(NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP), households earning less than a certain amount can apply for this 

assistance through the school or schools their children attend. 

 

Although schools normally only send school meal applications home with students at the beginning of the school 

year, one may apply for the school meals program at any time throughout the school year by submitting directly 

to the school an application disclosing the household size and gross income.  Schools will provide this 

application to you upon request.  To qualify for NSLP and SBP, a household income must meet the following 

requirements. 

 

FEDERAL INCOME CHART 
    For school year 2009-2010 (48 contiguous states, District of Columbia, Guam, and territories) 

Household size Yearly income Monthly income Weekly income 

1 $20,036 $1,670 $386 
2 $26,955 $2,247 $519 
3 $33,874 $2,823 $652 
4 $40,793 $3,400 $785 
5 $47,712 $3,976 $918 
6 $54,631 $4,553 $1,051 
7 $61,550 $5,130 $1,184 
8 $68,469 $5,706 $1,317 
Each additional person:  +$6,919 +$577 +$134 

 

 

It is important to note that all unemployment compensation must be reported on the application as income.  

Once submitted, the school or local education agency will process the application and issue an eligibility  
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determination.  If a household is receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, that 

household’s children automatically qualify for free school meals.  In that case, the household should contact the 

school to determine whether an application needs to be submitted or not. 

 

For additional information or assistance, households should contact their children’s school(s).  Any other 

questions about NSLP and SBP should be directed to the Oklahoma Department of Education at (405) 521-

3327.    

 

About OESC – The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission is Oklahoma’s state workforce agency.  

OESC provides unemployment compensation to support unemployed workers and their communities; matches 

jobs and workers to benefit local labor markets; prepares a skilled workforce to meet employers’ needs; and 

gathers, analyzes and disseminates information about the labor force to improve local economic decisions. 
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