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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

NEW UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT EXTENSION NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
OKLAHOMANS WHO HAVE EXHAUSTED THEIR REGULAR AND 
EXTENDED BENEFITS  
 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  (July 8, 2009) – The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC) today 

announced a new unemployment benefit extension for eligible Oklahomans who exhaust their federal extended 

unemployment compensation (EUC) claims.  This new extension of up to 13 weeks of additional unemployment 

benefits was authorized in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and will be paid for by 

federal funds.  OESC estimates that as many as 9,300 Oklahomans will be immediately affected by this 

extension.    

 

Eligibility for these extended unemployment benefits, known as EUC Tier 2, is based on a person’s past claim 

history.  In order to be immediately eligible to receive EUC Tier 2, a person must meet all of the following 

criteria: 

1. The person was unemployed as of July 5, 2009;  

2. The person’s original EUC claim was exhausted between July 6, 2008, and July 5, 2009; and 

3. The person is not currently receiving unemployment benefits. 

As current claimants exhaust their EUC claims, they too will be evaluated to determine eligibility for EUC Tier 2.  

OESC will contact all eligible Oklahoma unemployment claimants by letter and provide them with further 

instructions on filing for EUC Tier 2.    

 

Qualification for EUC Tier 2 is calculated on a state-by-state basis.  Under the provisions of ARRA, states 

become eligible to offer EUC Tier 2 when the state’s average seasonally adjusted unemployment rate is 6.0 

percent or higher for a three-month period.  For May 2009, the most recent data published, Oklahoma’s 

seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 6.3 percent.  This is the third time in the past year that 

unemployment benefits have been extended.  In July 2008, President Bush approved the first round of EUC 

which provided workers who exhausted their regular unemployment benefits with up to 13 weeks of additional 

benefits.  In November 2008, another extension was signed into law, adding up to seven more weeks of 

extended benefits and providing a total extension of up to 20 weeks in Oklahoma.  In June 2009, OESC was 

notified that EUC Tier 2 would be made available to Oklahomans effective July 5, 2009. 
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Because OESC expects a large response, claimants are advised to file for EUC Tier 2 online by visiting 

www.unemployment.ok.gov and clicking on the “File for EUC Tier 2 Benefits” link.  Online claims filing for EUC 

Tier 2 is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  If a claimant is unable to file a EUC Tier 2 claim online, 

they can file via telephone by calling 525-1500 in the Oklahoma City calling area or (800) 555-1554 outside of 

Oklahoma City.  Please note that EUC Tier 2 claims may be filed by telephone ONLY on Wednesday, Thursday 

or Friday each week. 

 

Claimants are advised that OESC anticipates a significant response to this announcement and will make every 

effort to handle all applications for benefits within a reasonable time frame.  The agency asks for understanding 

in relation to any delays and assures customers that all benefits a person qualifies for will be paid as quickly as 

possible.   

 

The first payable week for EUC Tier 2 is the week ending July 11, 2009.  The amount of EUC Tier 2 benefits for 

eligible claimants will be 50 percent of their maximum benefit allowance on their exhausted state claim.  A 

claimant’s weekly benefit amount will remain the same.  This could total up to 13 weeks of additional 

unemployment compensation.  Please note that receiving EUC Tier 2 does not change a claimant’s eligibility for 

the extra $25 per week in federal additional compensation (FAC) also authorized by ARRA that unemployment 

claimants have been receiving since February 2009.   

 

About OESC – The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission is Oklahoma’s state workforce agency.  

OESC provides unemployment compensation to support unemployed workers and their communities; matches 

jobs and workers to benefit local labor markets; prepares a skilled workforce to meet employers’ needs; and 

gathers, analyzes and disseminates information about the labor force to improve local economic decisions. 
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