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Oklahoma’s employment situation continues to improve in 
April 
 

Oklahoma’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate dropped to 5.0 percent in April 2012, representing 
an improvement of 0.4 percentage points for the month.  The national unemployment rate ticked down by 0.1 
percentage points to 8.1 percent for the period.  The state’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate fell 
by 0.9 percentage points compared to April 2011.   
 

APRIL 2012 
Unemp. 

rate* 
 Labor force* Employment* Unemployment*

Oklahoma 5.0% 1,788,880 1,699,770 89,110  
 United States 8.1% 154,365,000 141,865,000 12,500,000  

 * data adjusted for seasonal factors 

 

OKLAHOMA Unemp. 
rate* 

 Labor force* Employment* Unemployment*

Apr ‘12 5.0% 1,788,880 1,699,770 89,110 
Mar ‘12 5.4% 1,787,380 1,690,470 96,910 
Feb ‘12 6.0% 1,787,510 1,680,680 106,820 
Jan ‘12 6.1% 1,785,030 1,675,940 109,090 
Dec ‘11 6.3% 1,786,630 1,673,920 112,710 
Nov ‘11 6.3% 1,782,419 1,670,216 112,203 

 Apr ‘11 5.9% 1,764,140 1,660,470 103,680 

 * data adjusted for seasonal factors 

   
In April, statewide seasonally adjusted employment rose to an all-time high of 1,699,770 persons, 
as seasonally adjusted unemployment contracted over the month.  For the April-to-April period, 
statewide seasonally adjusted employment increased by 39,300 persons (+2.4 percent).       

 
 

 
 

 Monthly change* Annual change* 
APRIL 2012onth Number Percent Number Percent 

 Labor force 1,500 -0.1% 24,740 1.4% 

 Employment 9,300 0.6% 39,300 2.4% 

 Unemployment −7,800 -8.0% −14,560 -14.0% 

 * data adjusted for seasonal factors   



 

OESC Economic Research & Analysis    P.O. Box 52003    Oklahoma City, OK 73152    Ph: (405) 557-7122    http://oesc.ok.gov 

 

Oklahoma employment rises in April 
 

In April 2012, seasonally adjusted NONFARM EMPLOYMENT for Oklahoma increased by 3,700 jobs (+0.2 
percent).  Seasonally adjusted NONFARM EMPLOYMENT for the United States added 115,000 jobs (+0.1 
percent) for the month.  State NONFARM EMPLOYMENT grew by 38,500 jobs (+2.5 percent) over the year.   

 
• In April, Oklahoma added jobs in six of its 11 statewide supersectors, led by a 5,100-job gain in Trade, 

Transportation & Utilities.  
• Educational & Health Services dropped 2,500 jobs over the month.  For the most part, the Health Care & 

Social Assistance sector drove the change.   
• Eight statewide supersectors added jobs over the year, with Trade, Transportation & Utilities claiming the 

largest annual gain (+11,000 jobs).     
• The largest over-the-year job loss in April was reported in Construction (-3,100 jobs).   

 

 NUMBER OF JOBS* CHANGE*  
 Apr ‘12 Mar ‘12 Apr ‘11 Mar ‘12 to Apr ‘12 Apr ‘11 to Apr ‘12 

TOTAL NONFARM EMPLOYMENT 1,585,700 1,582,000 1,547,200 3,700 0.2% 38,500 2.5% 

 Mining & Logging 56,200 57,000 49,700 -800 -1.4% 6,500 13.1% 
 Construction 65,400 65,200 68,500 200 0.3% -3,100 -4.5% 
 Manufacturing 136,900 136,400 128,300 500 0.4% 8,600 6.7% 
 Non-durable Goods Manufacturing 41,000 41,600 42,000 -600 -1.4% -1,000 -2.4% 

 Trade, Transportation & Utilities 292,700 287,600 281,700 5,100 1.8% 11,000 3.9% 
 Wholesale Trade 64,500 63,000 57,400 1,500 2.4% 7,100 12.4% 

 Retail Trade 174,800 171,400 170,800 3,400 2.0% 4,000 2.3% 

 
 Transportation, Warehousing & 

Utilities 
53,400 53,200 53,500 200 0.4% -100 -0.2% 

 Information 23,400 23,400 24,100 0 0.0% -700 -2.9% 
 Financial Activities 80,200 81,100 79,400 -900 -1.1% 800 1.0% 

 Real Estate and Rental & Leasing 21,500 21,700 21,500 -200 -0.9% 0 0.0% 

 Professional & Business Services 180,800 178,900 173,100 1,900 1.1% 7,700 4.4% 

 
 Professional, Scientific & Technical 

Services 
63,500 63,000 64,500 500 0.8% -1,000 -1.6% 

 
 Administrative & Support and Waste 

Management & Remediation Svcs. 
101,800 100,500 93,500 1,300 1.3% 8,300 8.9% 

 Educational & Health Services 206,500 209,000 204,500 -2,500 -1.2% 2,000 1.0% 
 Educational Services 21,600 22,000 20,800 -400 -1.8% 800 3.8% 

 Health Care & Social Assistance 184,900 187,000 183,700 -2,100 -1.1% 1,200 0.7% 

 Leisure & Hospitality 144,300 144,000 142,800 300 0.2% 1,500 1.1% 

 Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 14,700 14,700 14,600 0 0.0% 100 0.7% 

 Accommodation & Food Services 129,600 129,300 128,200 300 0.2% 1,400 1.1% 

 Other Services 59,300 60,200 60,600 -900 -1.5% -1,300 -2.1% 
 Government 340,000 339,200 334,500 800 0.2% 5,500 1.6% 
 Federal Government 48,900 48,900 48,300 0 0.0% 600 1.2% 

 State Government 87,000 86,600 84,100 400 0.5% 2,900 3.4% 

 Local Government 204,100 203,700 202,100 400 0.2% 2,000 1.0% 

  * data adjusted for seasonal factors    Jobs Pct. Jobs Pct. 
 


