Tier 3 Extended Unemployment Compensation FAQ’S

What are EUC Tier 3 Unemployment Benefits? 
Extended unemployment compensation (EUC) benefits are a federal government program that continues benefits after regular state benefits have been exhausted. Oklahoma is able to offer individuals the ability to apply up to three tiers of the federal extension program. EUC Tier 3 provides 13 weeks of benefit eligibility after the exhaustion of EUC Tier 2 benefits. In order for EUC Tier 3 to be applicable, our state must have an average, seasonally adjusted total unemployment rate of 6% for three months.
When does eligibility for EUC Tier 3 end in Oklahoma?
When the three-month average, seasonally adjusted total unemployment rate drops below 6%, Oklahoma no longer meets the eligibility requirements to have individuals apply for Tier 3 benefits. Since Oklahoma has fallen below this 6% threshold and no longer meets the requirements of the Federal law, Oklahomans who exhaust their EUC Tier 2 claims after week ending July 9, 2011 or later will not be able to apply for EUC Tier 3.  
Am I still able to apply and qualify for EUC Tier 3 benefits?

Oklahomans who exhaust their EUC Tier 2 claims the week ending July 9, 2011 or earlier will still be able to apply for and receive any EUC Tier 3 benefits for which they are eligible.
What if I still have a EUC Tier 3 claim with a balance or currently drawing Tier 3 benefits? 

Individuals who have a EUC Tier 3 claim with a balance as of week ending July 9, 2011 will be able to continue receiving EUC Tier 3 benefits for which they are eligible after this date.  

Is it possible for Oklahomans to become eligible for EUC Tier 3 after July 16th, 2011?

Due to Federal law, Oklahoma must remain on a mandatory “off” period for EUC Tier 3 claims. This “off” period is a 13-week period of time.  Oklahomans may become eligible to apply for EUC Tier 3 benefits after October 8, 2011 if the three-month average, seasonally adjusted total unemployment rate rises above 6%. In the future, we will notify the public upon reaching this threshold and eligible to trigger back on to EUC Tier 3.  
If you need further information regarding EUC Tier 3, please contact the Unemployment Insurance Service Center.  
