
Oklahoma Employment Security Commission 

The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC) is a 100%
federally funded state agency dedicated to providing quality service and 
assistance to Oklahoma businesses and job seekers.   
 

Our mission is to enhance Oklahoma’s economy by 

 Matching jobs and workers to increase efficiency of local labor markets. 

 Providing unemployment compensation to support unemployed workers and their 
communities. 

 Preparing a skilled workforce with enhanced skills to meet local labor market 
needs. 

 Gathering, analyzing and disseminating information about the labor force to 
improve local economic decisions. 
 

Putting people to work was OESC’s main focus in 2014, and we plan to continue this important work in 2015. By 
concentrating on reemployment activities, OESC creates better outcomes for our customers. UI claimants spend 
less time collecting benefits, which saves money for employers and the state. Job seekers return to work more 
quickly, which empowers them to provide for their families and support their local economy. Employers fill open 
jobs faster, which allows them to concentrate on growing their businesses rather than finding workers. Quickly 
putting people back to work benefits all Oklahomans and helps strengthen Oklahoma’s economy.      
 
An example of this commitment is our effort to proactively address oil and gas layoffs that are beginning to occur 
across the state. As a first step, we contacted the Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association (OIPA) and 
informed them of the services and assistance we can offer to OIPA members and their workers. One of these 
services is Rapid Response activities. At Rapid Response sessions, OESC staff and our workforce partners 
provide information to laid off workers about available help, including UI, reemployment services, childcare 
assistance, health insurance and training opportunities. Through these activities, we hope to move workers from 
layoff to reemployment as quickly as possible.  
 
I encourage you to contact me with any questions at (405) 557-7201 or Richard.McPherson@oesc.state.ok.us.  
      
        Richard McPherson, OESC Executive Director 

Richard McPherson, 
Executive Director 
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Workforce System by the Numbers - January 1 through December 31, 2014 

$232,426,094.00  - Total unemployment insurance benefits infused into local economies  

$313.63  - Average weekly Oklahoma unemployment insurance benefit  

96,697  - Unemployment insurance claims filed  

307,045   - Employer UI tax contribution reports processed  

163,969  - Job seekers served  

72,463  - Customers entering employment  

210,780  - Job openings listed on OKJobMatch.com  

9,640,774  - Monthly average number of OKJobMatch.com hits  

115,689,285  - Total number of  OKJobMatch.com hits 


