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media statement 

Labor Commissioner Costello Praises House Passage of Workers’ Compensation Reform measure
ASKS SENATE TO PASS SB1062 in its amended form

Oklahoma City, 4/26/2013:  Commissioner Mark Costello praises The Oklahoma State House of Representatives for taking another bold step in creating a more business friendly Oklahoma by  overhauling the current judicial workers’ compensation system to an administrative  system.    In a letter to Senate president Pro Tempore Brian Bingman Costello asks the senate to pass SB 1062 in its amended form. Efforts at   moving the state forward are now being realized with the measure approved 74-24 by the house. 

Commissioner Costello began his efforts with moving Oklahoma to an administrative workers’ compensation system in August 2012. “I traveled to Little Rock, Arkansas to be briefed by Arkansas Workers’ Compensation Commission. I was privileged to receive a one-on-one briefing from the three commissioners, including Chairman A. Watson Bell.   After my visit, it became apparent that the Arkansas administrative system was successful and it could be achieved in Oklahoma as well.”

Oklahoma currently has the sixth worst workers’ compensation rates in the nation, while the Arkansas’ administrative system holds the distinction of the second best rates. In comparison, Oklahoma’s premium rate is $2.77, or 57% higher than the $1.19 an Arkansas employers pay. Plus, Oklahoma earned a “D” grade in the delivery of medical treatment under the existing lawsuit based system. 

Senate Bill 1062 will now return to the senate for final approval before being sent to the Governor.  Costello said, “Oklahoma sees that this measure of reform was needed, I am happy to see that it was a success.” 
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