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media Release

2013 Speak Out for Workplace Safety Contest  Honors 6 Oklahoma Students
       Students across the state “Speak Out for Workplace Safety!” at State Capitol

Oklahoma City, April 4, 2013: When teens enter into the workforce, it is important for them to understand what their workplace rights and responsibilities are. With the help of the Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education, a curriculum was introduced to the students to teach them about safety & health on the job. 

As students learned about workplace hazards and safety guidelines, they were encouraged to create a video PSA to teach their peers what they learned. Their entries were entered in the 2013 “Speak Out for Workplace Safety!” video contest organized by the Oklahoma Department of Labor and the Oklahoma Safety Council.

The top six finalists were honored at a special reception at the Blue Room of the Oklahoma State Capitol. A $250 gift card from Pizza Hut of Ponca City was awarded to the honorable mention winner. An iPad was awarded to the student winners producing the top five videos. The contest was made possible thanks to the prize sponsors: Duit Construction Co. Inc.; TTK Construction Co. Inc.; Frates Insurance & Risk Management LLC; Oklahoma One Call System, Inc.; and Andrea Okun (individual sponsor).

The top six winners also received a joint commendation from their state representative and state senator. The awards reception culminated with the presentation of the prize-winning videos as well as recognition to the student winners and their respective schools.

Congratulations to the contest winners: Blake Rauch, Latta High School (1st place); Isaiah Colton, Ponca City High School (2nd place); Logan Delozier, Ponca City High School (3rd place); Kara Stout, Western Technology Center (4th place); Jordan Hodge, Westmoore High School (5th place); and Kasandra Schemel, Westmoore High School (honorable mention).

“According to the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, a teen worker is injured on the job every 9 minutes” stated Labor Commissioner Mark Costello.  “Teens are more likely than any other age group to get hurt or killed at work.”

The “Speak Out for Workplace Safety!” video contest is an endeavor to teach students throughout Oklahoma 77 counties about injury prevention at work. For more information about young worker safety, visit http://www.ok.gov/odol/Workforce_Protection/Child_Labor/2013_Contest/index.html
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