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BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS RULES CHANGES  
(29 CFR1910.1030) 

 

 
Section 1910.1030 is amended as follows: 

 

A. In Sec. 1910.1030, paragraph (b), the definition for "Engineering Controls" is 
revised and definitions are added in alphabetical order to read as set forth below: 
 
B. Paragraph (c)(1)(iv) is revised to read as set forth below: 

 

C. Paragraph (c)(1)(v) is re-designated paragraph (c)(1)(vi), and a new paragraph 
(c)(1)(v) is added to read as set forth below: 

 

D. A new paragraph (h)(5) is added to read as set forth below: 

 

1910.1030 Bloodborne pathogens. 

 

(b) 

 

Engineering controls means controls (e.g., sharps disposal containers, 
self-sheathing needles, safer medical devices, such as sharps with engineered 
sharps injury protections and needleless systems) that isolate or remove the 
bloodborne pathogens hazard from the workplace. 

 

 
* * * * * 

 

Needleless systems means a device that does not use needles for: 

 

(1) The collection of bodily fluids or withdrawal of body fluids after initial 
venous or arterial access is established; 

 

(2) The administration of medication or fluids; or 

 

(3) Any other procedure involving the potential for occupational exposure to 



bloodborne pathogens due to percutaneous injuries from contaminated 
sharps. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Sharps with engineered sharps injury protections means a nonneedle sharp or a 
needle device used for withdrawing body fluids, accessing a vein or artery, or 
administering medications or other fluids, with a built-in safety feature or 
mechanism that effectively reduces the risk of an exposure incident. 

 

 
(c)(1) 

 

(iv) The Exposure Control Plan shall be reviewed and updated at least annually 
and whenever necessary to reflect new or modified tasks and procedures which 
affect occupational exposure and to reflect new or revised employee positions with 
occupational exposure. The review and update of such plans shall also: 

 

(A) Reflect changes in technology that eliminate or reduce exposure to 
bloodborne pathogens; and 

 

(B) Document annually consideration and implementation of appropriate 
commercially available and effective safer medical devices designed to 
eliminate or minimize occupational exposure. 

 

(v) An employer, who is required to establish an Exposure Control Plan shall solicit 
input from non-managerial employees responsible for direct patient care who are 
potentially exposed to injuries from contaminated sharps in the identification, 
evaluation, and selection of effective engineering and work practice controls and 
shall document the solicitation in the Exposure Control Plan. 

 

(h)(5) Sharps injury log.  

 

(i) The employer shall establish and maintain a sharps injury log for the recording 
of percutaneous injuries from contaminated sharps. The information in the sharps 
injury log shall be recorded and maintained in such manner as to protect the 
confidentiality of the injured employee. The sharps injury log shall contain, at a 
minimum: 

 

(A) The type and brand of device involved in the incident, 

 

(B) The department or work area where the exposure incident occurred, 
and 

 

(C) An explanation of how the incident occurred. 

 



(ii) The requirement to establish and maintain a sharps injury log shall apply to any 
employer who is required to maintain a log of occupational injuries and illnesses 
under 29 CFR 1904. 

 

(iii) The sharps injury log shall be maintained for the period required by 29 CFR 1904.6. 


