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media Release

Labor Commissioner Seeks Zero Dollar Increase in State Funding

Oklahoma City, 1-24-2013:  Oklahoma Labor Commissioner Mark Costello announced he will not seek an increase in state funding for his department before the appropriations subcommittee hearing on funding request. Costello cited lowering costs through IT consolidation, reducing fleet costs through replacing more costly vehicles with fuel efficient vehicles, and increasing field staff performance through new technology as examples of how to hold the line on spending. 

Costello’s zero dollar budget increase runs contrary to research findings of the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs that note state agencies have requested additional appropriation increases in excess of $1 billion this year.  Costello stated, “We at the Department of Labor are getting the job done without asking for more money. In this day and age that is something taxpayers expect.”

Costello has taken a sabbatical from his telecommunication company to serve as Labor Commissioner. Costello has logged over 60,000 miles traveling the state using his own vehicle and at his own expense.  
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