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media Release

COSTELLO SPEAKS ON SUCCESS 
Significant Steps Made by ODOL on Government Modernization and Reform 

Oklahoma City (February 14, 2013) – Labor Commissioner Mark Costello addressed the Government Modernization Committee reporting on the initial success of the efforts to bring about government modernization and reform to state government, in part, IT Consolidation.  The committee, chaired by Representative Jason Murphey received information from Costello extolling the benefits of pursuing the goal of creating a modern, efficient and effective state government as assigned by the legislature.
Costello stated, “We were one of the first agencies to volunteer to make the IT conversion. When Governor Fallin spoke in her 2011 state of the state address to centralize IT services, we saw the benefit of getting the process started immediately. We have realized salary and fringe cost savings of $130,000 thus far.”
Commissioner Costello also highlighted that the ODOL did not ask for additional funds for FY13 but would manage with current funding even if federal funds were cut 1-2%. He went on to speak on how the ODOL has successfully absorbed Alarm and Locksmith licensing and compliance in the existing physical structure and will have data and experience to propose specific license fee reduction in October 2013.
“The ODOL stands ready to continue the advancement of meaningful modernization and reform with the commitment of saving the taxpayer dollars, promote accountability and increase government transparency,” said Costello.
Commissioner Costello also had success after giving testimony for free market elevator inspection before the Economic Development and Financial Services Committee.  The measure passed 9 to 4 in favor of privatizing elevator inspections.
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