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media Release

COSTELLO SPEAKS IN FAVOR OF SB 598
	CALLS FOR BOLDER REFORM

Oklahoma City (February 25, 2013)  – Labor Commissioner Mark Costello called for bolder reform regarding SB 598. This bill which moves to convert three state wide elected offices to include Labor Commissioner, Insurance Commissioner and Superintendent of Schools to gubernatorial appointment was chaired by Senator Greg Treat of the Senate Committee on General Government. Commissioner Costello voiced his support of SB 598 but suggested more impactful changes to include additional offices and directors as well as strong structural reform. 

Commissioner Costello stated “I recommend that this measure be amended to include the existing three statewide offices, the office of state Treasurer, and the directors of the ten largest state agencies plus convert their boards to an advisory function”.
 
The committee also received information from Costello regarding data from reports conducted by the House of Representative’s Government Modernization Committee showing Oklahoma was compared to 5 other states of similar size. It was determined that Oklahoma had over 500 agencies, boards and commissioners (ABC) compared to Kentucky, Arkansas, Iowa, Oregon and Kansas who averaged 210.  

Costello stated, “This bill, as worthy as it is, offers too little in structural reform. Much more needs to be done.” Costello also spoke on consolidating our current 500 ABC’s to less than 250. 

He ended by saying that many critical state functions were controlled by ABCs with only a tenuous relationship with elected officials.  The current system makes accountability very difficult for the taxpayer.
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