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HAIR SMOOTHING PRODUCTS CONTAINING FORMALDEHYDE 

 

The Oklahoma Department of Labor and the State Board of Cosmetology have joined together  to issue a hazard 

alert to salon operators and their employees regarding products containing formaldehyde. 

  

Salons that utilize hair smoothing products may be exposing employees to unsafe levels of formaldehyde.  

Recent studies indicate that many of these popular hair treatments contain significant levels of formaldehyde 

despite being labeled “formaldehyde free”. 
 

What are the Hazards? 
Stylists inhale formaldehyde as a gas or vapor and absorb it through their skin when they are applying liquid 

hair straighteners.  Exposures occur during the entire treatment process and particularly when heat is applied, 

such as during blow drying and flat ironing. ( www.labor.ok.gov for additional hazards) 

 

Formaldehyde can irritate the eyes and nose; can cause allergic reactions of the skin, eyes and lungs; and is a 

cancer hazard.  The symptoms often increase as the formaldehyde levels increase. (www.labor.ok.gov for 

additional symptoms) 

 

What Action Does OSHA Require? 

Salon owners that use products that may contain formaldehyde are required to follow the requirements of 

OSHA’s formaldehyde and hazard communication standards.  This includes evaluating potential formaldehyde 

exposure and implementing protective measures. (www.labor.ok.gov  for additional actions required by OSHA) 

 

Employers shall: 

Conduct air monitoring during treatment • provide control measures • train on health effect • provide 

personal protective equipment • provide emergency eyewash equipment 

 

What resources are available to assist Salons with the evaluation potential formaldehyde concerns? 

The Safety Pays OSHA Consultation Program provides free on-site safety and health assistance to Oklahoma 

employers through the Department of Labor.  Our staff at the Department of Labor are available to work with 

you to determine what hazards may exist at your salon.  This includes performing air monitoring to determine 

the concentration of formaldehyde exposure generated during hair treatments. 

 

Your salon could qualify for a $1,000 tax exemption simply by having a full service safety and/or health 

consultation.  For more information on our program, contact us at 405-521-6140. To contact the Oklahoma 

State Board of Cosmetology call 405-521-2441 or visit www.cosmo.ok.gov.  
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