
 
 
   
    
       
 
 
                      Oklahoma Department of Labor  

 
   MARK COSTELLO 
   COMMISSIONER 
 
   December 5, 2014 
 
 
TO:  Amusement Ride Owner/Operators   
 
 RE:  Scheduling and Inspection Protocols                   
            
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide amusement ride operators in the State of Oklahoma with a reminder 
of the Oklahoma Department of Labor’s (ODOL) standard practices for scheduling, and for maintaining compliance 
with the Amusement Ride Safety Statutes 40 O.S. § 460, et seq. Amusement Ride Safety Rules OAC 380:55. 
 
INSPECTIONS 
 
Please continue to review your itinerary forms for accuracy before submitting to our office. Itinerary forms will be 
available on the Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL) website www.labor.ok.gov. If you do not have the ability to 
visit our website, call our office and a copy will be mailed to you. If you have a late or canceled set-up, notify our 
office as far in advance as possible. Failure to do so may result in you being charged a full inspection, as outlined in 
sub-chapter 5 (380:55-5-5-1 (b)) of the Amusement Ride Act.   
 
There continues a practice of owner/operators requesting inspections by contacting individual field inspectors.  All 
requests for inspections must be made through the ODOL’s central office (405) 521-6604, not individual 
field inspectors. REMINDER: While every effort will be made to accommodate all inspection requests, late or last 
minute inspection requests should be made at least 72 hours (3 working days) prior to the requested inspection 
date, as outlined in OAC 380:55-9-1(c) of the Amusement Ride Act. All such late or last minute requests shall be 
handled on a case-by-case basis. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the ODOL’s inability to 
accommodate an inspection on a requested date. 
 
No owner of an amusement ride shall receive a certificate to operate if they have an unpaid inspection fee from a 
prior inspection more than 30 (thirty) days past due. 
 
In addition, the ODOL will continue reviewing all required maintenance logs, daily inspection forms, first aid logs, 
and operator training documentation / factsheets. These documents must be kept, legible, up-to-date on site at all 
times, and available for review by state inspectors. Failure to comply with this requirement WILL result in rides not 
opening and operators being removed from rides.  
 
WAIVERS 

 
Waiver self-inspections and related reports will continue to be reviewed on an unannounced basis. All waiver 
reports must be completed prior to opening and kept on site at all times. State inspectors will make spot inspections 
of waiver set-ups, for the purpose of quality control. The spot inspections will include review of all inspection reports 
and re-inspection of selected rides to gauge the quality of the waiver inspections. Each waivered, self-inspection 
show shall have at least one unannounced visit per season. In addition, all waiver inspectors are required to re-
apply for their waiver each year and to re-take the waiver test every three years from the date of their original 
waiver request. REMINDER: Waiver inspections are to be performed to the same standards as those performed by 
state inspectors; failure to do so may result in a show’s loss of waiver status. Any waiver set-up not listed on the 
itinerary filed with our office, must be reported to our office before set-up.   
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Owner/operators of Rock Walls, Mechanical Bulls and all other devices that are designed as non-complex may 
apply for the waiver program each year and shall be inspected at each set-up unless approved for the no-complex 
waiver program as outlined in the Oklahoma Amusement Ride Safety Act. 
 
All owner/operators of non-complex amusement devices requiring three yearly inspections must provide our office 
with a complete itinerary of your scheduled set-ups. This will assist in scheduling your three required inspections. 
Additional set-ups booked after your original itinerary has been submitted must be reported to our office at least 72 
hours (3 working days) before set-up. 
 
All non-complex waiver set-ups reported to our office are required to be accompanied by the US. ID number, failure 
to comply with this requirement may result in a non-scheduled inspection. 
 
ACCIDENTS/INVESTIGATIONS 
 
While the reporting of incidents/accidents has improved over past years, there still remains an issue with traveling 
shows not reporting incidents in a timely manner. Owner/operators need to insure all personnel are familiar with the 
rules detailing reporting requirements for amusement device related fatalities and injuries. Accidents resulting in the 
administration of onsite minor first aid treatment must be reported to the ODOL by phone [(405) 521-6604] or in 
writing within 24 hours of the occurrence. If an accident resulting in a minor first aid report occurs on a weekend or 
holiday it must be reported on the first normal working day after the occurrence. Any accident requiring more than 
onsite minor first aid, or if the patron indicates they are leaving the scene to seek further medical care or if 
transported by ambulance, must be reported immediately to the ODOL (405) 521-6604. ODOL office hours are 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm; after hours, weekends, and holidays please contact us at: (405) 
343-9815 or visit us on our webpage, www.labor.ok.gov.    
 
Any amusement ride covered under the Oklahoma Amusement Ride Act and operated on a midway, must have 
gates or an attendant at the entrance and exit. NO tolerance will be given for failing to meet this requirement.                                       
 
All signs required by the Amusement Ride Safety Act, including height markers and required manufacturer signs, 
must be in place and correct on all amusement devices before a certificate to operate will be issued. There will be 
no tolerance for failure to meet this requirement. All owner/operators should be aware that tape placed on a fence 
or using a fence to check heights is unacceptable, and an unique measuring device must be available.     
 
All amusement rides or devices must be under the control of a competent operator at all times when the ride or 
device is in operation. Operators shall be trained in the safe operation of the ride as noted in the most current 
edition of the American Society for Testing of Materials (ASTM) standards, entitled “Standard Practice for Operation 
Procedures for Amusement Rides and Devices”. Each ride operator must wear a name tag identifying the ride 
operator by name and  stating that such person is a trained ride operator. All owner/operators of inflatable 
amusement devices as defined in the Amusement Ride Act are exempt from this requirement. 
 
INFLATABLE OWNER/OPERATORS 
 
All inflatable amusement devices shall be inspected once each calendar year, prior to putting the unit in service, not 
12 (twelve) months from the last date of inspection. Inspections are valid from January 1 to December 31 of the 
same year. This inspection must be performed before the device is put into service each year. 
 
All tie downs shall be utilized when operating outdoors, when operating indoors all four corners and mid-point and 
high tie downs shall be utilized. If ground stakes are used, one stake may be utilized per two tie downs. If anything 
other than ground stakes are utilized, i.e. sand bags, water barrels, etc., each tie down shall have a minimum of 75 
(seventy-five) pounds attached to it, unless otherwise stated in the manufacturer’s guidelines. All devices utilized 
for tie downs shall be capable of securing the inflatable device at its maximum allowed working wind speed. Cinder, 
concrete, and/or composite material blocks shall not be utilized as tie down weights. 
 
When operating outdoors all inflatable device blowers shall be plugged into a ground fault interrupter, either at the 
source or inline, NO EXCEPTIONS to this rule shall be granted. When operating indoors or outdoors, inflatable 
device blowers shall have a baffle air check valve on the discharge of the blower, NO EXCEPTIONS to this rule 
shall be granted. 
 
Tie down/straps. Frayed/worn or torn tie down/straps shall be immediately replaced. Stitching is permitted provided 
it is done with a box stitch machine. 
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All portable generators must be grounded and comply with the NEC grounding requirements. 
 
 
“VERY IMPORTANT”, All inflatable amusement devices covered under the Oklahoma Amusement Ride Safety Act 
purchased after January 1, 2007, whether purchased from a manufacturer or any other source, shall be 
manufactured with flame-resistant materials that meet or exceed the 2-s flame-out requirement outlined in ASTM F 
1159-03a. Any inflatable amusement device purchased without flame-resistant materials meeting this requirement 
after the above date shall not operate in Oklahoma. NO TOLERANCE will be given for failure to meet this 
requirement.  
 
EUROBUNGY OWNER/OPERATORS 
 
Notice to all Owner/Operators of EuroBungy amusement devices - Manufacturers require a copy of the invoice to 
show when all wear items are purchased to regulate the length of time such items are in service. Any out of date 
items will not be allowed to be put into operation. 
 
 
Respectfully,   
 

                                                                    
  
James Buck, SSLD Director                 
Oklahoma Department of Labor       
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