


MINUTES OF REGULARY SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING
This regular meeting of the Alternative Fuels Technicians Examiners Committee scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. on the 3rd day of May, 2016 was convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act [25 O.S., 301 et seq.]. Further, an advance public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State’s Office of Administrative Rules, prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened, preceded this meeting. Notice of this meeting was given at least twenty-four (24) hours prior hereto and no one filed a written request of notice of meetings of this public body to date.

PUBLIC BODY:	Alternative Fuels Technicians Examiners Committee

DATE:			May 3, 2016

ADDRESS:		Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL)
3017 N Stiles Ste. 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

CONTACT PERSON:  Ruth Neville 				Telephone (405) 521-6594

Agenda Item 1:  Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:27 a.m. by Craiton Cooper

Agenda Item 2: Roll Call
Committee members present: Charles Lawson, Craiton Cooper, Mark Harris, and Program Coordinator Ruth Neville.
Members Absent: Jeff Twiehaus and Mark Bumgarner
Three voting members and one non-voting member were present.
There are two committee member vacancies.
A quorum was not present.

Oklahoma Department of Labor staff present: Angelia Cobble, John Melson, Robert Lassiter, Daniel Mares, Don Schooler, James Buck, Ruth Neville

[bookmark: _GoBack]Agenda Item 3: Statement of Compliance with Oklahoma’s Open Meeting Act
The Statement of Compliance with the Open Meeting Act was read by Ruth Neville.

Agenda Item 4: Review and Action to Approve/Amend April 5, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes
A quorum was not present to take action to approve/amend the meeting minutes. No action taken.

Agenda Item 5: Review/approve licenses issued in April 2016
A quorum was not present to take action to review/approve licenses issued in April 2016. No action taken.

Agenda Item 6: Committee Vacancies 
James Buck said the Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL) has received notice from Committee member Roger Luke stating he does not desire to renew his appointment to the Alternative Fuels Technician Examiners Committee. Mr. Buck said the Committee now has two vacancies, one vacancy representing the Electric Vehicle (EV) industry and the other representing the Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) industry. Mr. Buck said to contact Ruth Neville if you know someone eligible to fill the Committee vacancies. Craiton Cooper asked if the EV position must be an EV technician. Mr. Buck said no. Mr. Buck said someone with experience in the EV industry could be eligible to fill the position. Mr. Buck said the vacant LPG position does require an LPG licensed equipment technician. 

Agenda Item 7: Fill Station and Compression Technician Licenses
James Buck said we will continue discussion as it relates to out-of-state OEM technicians. Mr. Buck said the Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL) is reviewing research over what Texas is doing in this area and what the best means is for these individuals to come into Oklahoma to work without putting an unnecessary burden on them. Mr. Buck said next month he may have language to present to the Committee on how to address this and more information on how Texas is addressing it. 

Angelia Cobble said the Tracking Report for OEMs was revised since the last meeting. Mrs. Cobble directed the Committee to review the Tracking Report and advised them that a decision needs to be made on how to name the form and restrictions that may be imposed on OEM out-of-state technicians. 

Craiton Cooper asked if the ODOL is looking at something open to more than a compression technician. Mr. Buck and Mrs. Cobble said yes. Mr. Cooper said sometimes it is necessary for an out-of-state factory representative to come to Oklahoma to assist with vehicle issues. Discussion continued over how many times an OEM out-of-state technician may be permitted to work in Oklahoma without an Oklahoma license, including compression OEMs as well as vehicle OEMs and tracking out-of-state OEM technician work. Mr. Buck said he will bring proposed language to the meeting next month for Committee review. 

Agenda Item 8: Legislative Update
Angelia Cobble said thanks to Representative Leslie Osborn and Senator Ron Justice, House Bill 2622 regarding the Alternative Fuels Program was signed by Governor Fallin and became effective April 16, 2016. Mrs. Cobble said summary of the changes occurring under this bill include the change relating to Alternative Fuels Fill Stations. Mrs. Cobble said a charge of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per dispenser meter, capped at one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) will be charged for the annual renewal of an Alternative Fuels Installation Certification.

Mrs. Cobble said changes as they relate to Alternative Fuels Trainees are the Oklahoma Department of Labor can now issue Alternative Fuels Compression Trainee certificates permitting two trainees per licensed tech. Mrs. Cobble said a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) fee will be charged for the issuance of an Alternative Fuels Equipment Trainee certificate and a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) fee will be charged for the issuance of an Alternative Fuels Compression Trainee certificate. Mrs. Cobble said there was also some additional language clean up.

Mrs. Cobble said the Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL) sent out notices to the public regarding the changes through Govdelivery, USPS and notice has also been posted on the ODOL web page with an implementation date of May 16th. 

Mrs. Cobble said the proposed changes to OAC 380:80 have been submitted to Administration for review.

Agenda Item 9: Program Update
Angelia Cobble said the Oklahoma Department of Labor’s (ODOL) Legal division has determined under the current statute, that ODOL has not been tasked to issue Electric Vehicle (EV) “compression” technician licenses or company licenses. Mrs. Cobble said the ODOL will continue to license EV “equipment” technicians who convert or otherwise work on electric vehicles as well as the companies that employ them. Mrs. Cobble said EV technicians will receive a standard technician license with an EV endorsement rather than an entirely separate license.  Mrs. Cobble said the ODOL Legal division believes that the references to Level I and Level II EV compression technicians in the Rules were made by mistake and the ODOL should consider removing them from the rules at the next opportunity.  

Mrs. Cobble said in regards to title 40, section 142.2(A) which states: “the Department of Labor shall have authority to have access to and inspect any equipment, including compression equipment and storage tanks, practices or methods used by or in association with any public access compressed natural gas fueling station or pump.” Mrs. Cobble said the ODOL sent out a letter April 26th to the owners requesting keys for the compliance officers or for the location to have the capability of giving access wherever the compliance officers need to inspect.  Mrs. Cobble said the deadline for keys or response is May 26th.  

Mrs. Cobble said the ODOL is still waiting on the new truck, which should be delivered any day. Mrs. Cobble said the ODOL is in the process of purchasing vent stacks for the compliance officers which will enable them better to perform their duties in regards to verifying meter calibrations.  Mrs. Cobble said as soon as these are acquired, procedures and safety measures will be put into place and the Compliance Officers will start utilizing them. Mrs. Cobble said the intent is to only vent what is absolutely necessary to allow storage in the tank to perform verifications and the rest will be utilized by the vehicle.

Mrs. Cobble said there is currently no budget to pursue additional venting solutions at this time.  Mrs. Cobble said when the ODOL is able to set a budget for this we will resume pursuit for a different way to utilize or return the extra CNG that cannot be burned in the vehicle. Mrs. Cobble said, if the task force wants to continue research and putting information together that would be great.  Mrs. Cobble said then the ODOL will be ready or closer to being ready to move forward when the budget allows.

Mrs. Cobble said the ODOL is planning and partnering with Indian Nations Council of Governments (INCOG) Association of Central Oklahoma Governments (ACOG) and Oklahoma City Community College (OCCC) to host a first responder course sometime after the first of September in 2016 and another one in 2017. Mrs. Cobble said the ODOL is also looking at partnering with INCOG and ACOG to find different ways to reach the public and to educate them concerning the Alternative fuels program.



Agenda Item 10: Public Comments
Paula Cowart of Oklahoma LP Gas Research, Marketing & Safety Commission asked if the training for first responders will be fuel neutral. James Buck said he will need to discuss that with Adriane Jaynes of Indian Nations Council of Governments (INCOG) and Eric Pollard of (ACOG). Mr. Buck said they are leading that initiative. Ms. Cowart said some classes were previously held that primarily addressed Compressed Natural Gas (CNG). 

Jerry McDonald said he has seen some home fuel stations for CNG. Mr. McDonald said first responders need to know which homes have these fill stations and how in-home fuel stations are set up. Craiton Cooper said some folks have engineered and installed their own home fueling storage systems. Mr. Buck said he did not know which agency has jurisdiction over home fueling stations. Mr. Buck said the authority of the Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL) is clearly defined and it would require the Legislature to define who has authority over home fuel storage and private fill stations.  

Mark Harris said the most common home refueling devise is referred to as the Fuel Maker. Mr. Harris said it is classified as an UL listed appliance. Mr. Harris said danger could arise from a home fueling devise stored in a garage. Mr. Cooper said we need an awareness campaign to educate people on the dangers of a home fueling system. 

Compliance Officer Robert Lassiter asked where does this cross over from a home appliance to classification as work and a compression setup that would allow the ODOL to have authority to check into it. Discussion continued over home storage units, pumping CNG, what is addressed in NFPA, the difference between a public and home storage unit, where an individual would acquire a pressure vessel. 

Agenda Item 11. Next regular meeting scheduled for 9:00 a.m., June 1, 2016. Next Special meeting to review/revise Alternative Fuels Equipment Technician exam scheduled to begin immediately after this meeting. June 1, 2016 Special meeting to review/revise Alternative Fuels Equipment Technician exam is scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. 

Agenda Item 12: Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 9:53 a.m. 
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