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It’s a New Wrap! 

Oklahoma County Wraparound 

Adoption Support & Preservation







Need for Adoption Wraparound

 Prevention of adoption disruption and adoption 

dissolution

 Disruption- occurs after placement of a child in a 

prospective adoptive home but prior to 

finalization of the adoption.

 Dissolution- occurs after the legalization of the 

adoption and a court order is issued which 

terminates the parental rights of the adoptive 

parent(s).



 Prior to the 1970s, most adoptions were of infants 

and very few disrupted.

 Today, infant adoption disruptions are less than 1%  

whereas disruptions of children over age 3 are 

estimated between 9 to 15%.



Why do Adoptions Disrupt?

 Age of the child

 Number of placements the child had in foster care

 Behavioral and emotional needs of the child

 Possible past abuse



How many adoptions dissolve?

 Accurate data is difficult to obtain, but it is a very 

small percentage…..estimated between 1 and 3%.



Why do Adoptions Dissolve?

 Age of the child at the time of adoption

 More common for males

 Possible past abuse



 80 – 85% of the children adopted through public 

child welfare are adopted by their foster parents or 

by relatives.

 15 -20% are adopted by parents who are “strangers” 

to the child prior to matching.



 Children who are not adopted 

by foster parents or relatives 

are typically:

 older

 have had a higher number 

of previous placements 

 have more serious 

behavioral and emotional 

issues



A Systems of Care

 Our Mission:

 To ensure all families have access to mental health and 

substance abuse service options that strengthen the 

child, youth and family capacity to support each other 

through an individualized, flexible, comprehensive, 

culturally and linguistically competent, coordinated 

system of services and supports that exist and are 

accessible within their community and are based on 

evidence and current best practices.

 Our Vision:

 All Oklahoma’s children and youth will have early and 

easy access to services and supports necessary to remain 

safely and successfully in their own homes and 

communities with hope for the future.



Our Partners

 OKDHS Children and Family Services Division

 ODMHSAS

 NorthCare

 Oklahoma Kids’ CareNet

 OK State Department of Health Division of Child 

Guidance

 OU E-Team

 Red Rock Behavioral Health Services

 Camp Fire USA Heart of Oklahoma Council*

 Foster Care and Adoption of Oklahoma, Inc.*

 Innovation Center*

Special Funding/In-Kind Services Provided* 



Disclosure

 Child Guidance

 Role of process in adoption support

 Disclosure process

 Goals of process



Group Exercise



Disillusion Does Not = Dissolution (words move 

in)



Unmatched Expectations & Child Development

 All people involved in adoption (e.g. birth parents, 

children, adoptive parents) have experienced a loss 

 Important for adoptive parents to understand the 

uneven development of their child, and parent each 

level of that development



Key Concepts for Parent Training

 Effects of trauma

 Attachment issues/Direct support for healthy 
attachments

 Placement disruptions and being in a Forever 
Family

 Honeymoon period

 Alcohol & Substance Abuse effects (family of Origin)

 Family Integration

 Separation & Grief

 Normalization



Family Support Group

 Key Concepts for Family Component

 Training

 Peer Support and Sharing

 Respite

 Normalization

 Family Strengthening and Cohesiveness

 Community Family Club



Youth Support Group

 Key Concepts for Youth Component

 Use of traditional Camp Fire program curriculum

 Giving Service to the Community

 Peer Support Group

 Multiple Age Groups (adaptable to developmental

age)

 Pre-Kindergarten

 Kindergarten through Second grade

 Third through Fifth grade

 Sixth through Twelfth grade

 Short Term Self Reliance

 I’m Safe and Sure

 I Can Do It

 I’m Peer Proof

 Teens in Action (6th – 12th grade)



What is Wraparound?

 An intensive, team-based planning process that 

follows a series of steps to help families with 

complex needs stay connected as a family and to 

help the child remain in the community 

 Empowers the family and child to learn 

independence in meeting needs through the use of a 

family team



Core Values

 Child centered, family focused and needs driven

 Team based

 Strength based

 Community collaboration:  Services, Management 
and Decision Making

 Culturally competent for the community and the 
persons served

 Persistence

 Outcome based



Who is Adoption Wraparound for?

 Children in trial adoption “stranger” placement 

through Oklahoma County DHS

 Children who may be at risk of having difficulties at 

home, school and/or the community

 Adopting families needing additional support



Child and Family Team

 A team comprised of the family and their supports 
that meets on an “as needed” basis to:
 Develop wraparound plans

 Help plan for crises

 Support the implementation of plans

 Assist in accessing both natural and formal 
supports/resources

 Help monitor the services that the family is receiving

 Provide long-term support for the family after formal 
wraparound has ended



Phases and Activities of Wraparound

 Phase 1: Engagement and Team Preparation

 Phase 2: Initial Plan Development

 Phase 3: Implementation

 Phase 4: Transition



Why Evaluate?

 Sustainability and Results:  to justify our efforts 

and demonstrate our effectiveness.

 Quality Improvement:  to give us information with 

which to enhance our performance.



Evaluation Plan

 Measure Diversity and Persistence

 Who participates?

 Demographics

 Geographic distribution

 How many stay throughout the curriculum?

 Measure Learning and Satisfaction

 Pre/Post questions about expectations, experiences

 Satisfaction follow-up (within a week)

 Measure Long-Term Impact

 3- or 6-month follow-up about satisfaction, gaps



Adoption Wraparound 

 This specialized process will provide adoption 

support and preservation to “stranger” adoptive 

families by strengthening:

 Family integration

 Attachment

 Parental entitlement and claiming

 Providing parent support group



FOR MORE INFORMATION…
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Contact ODMHSAS 

Children, Youth and Family Services 

by calling (405) 522-4151

Visit our website at 

www.ok.gov/odmhsas


