(  Page 2



Ted Gillispie, Executive Director

Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation

3545 NW 58th Street, Suite 200, Oklahoma City, OK  73112
Phone: 405-525-2612 • Fax: 405-525-0373

Email: tedg@octp.org
[image: image1.png]e





( Media Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                Date:  December 15, 2010
Oklahoma is again recognized as one of the top states in teacher education with the announcement of 225 new 2010 National Board Certified Teachers (NBCTs).  Oklahoma ranked tenth nationwide in the number of new NBCTs this year and ranks ninth in the total number of NBCTs over time, with 2820.  Oklahoma shows an 8.7 percent increase in the total number of NBCTs certified in the state.
Oklahoma joins the ranks of the more than 8,600 accomplished teachers nationwide who achieved National Board Certification in 2010.
“It never ceases to amaze me that we have teachers in Oklahoma willing to go the extra mile to improve learning opportunities for their students.  Research continues to support that National Board Certification has a positive impact on student learning,” says Ted Gillispie, Executive Director of the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation.  

· 2,820 NBCTs overall in the state

· 225 New NBCTs

· 161 NBCTs have renewed their National Board Certification for another 10 years

· 76 of Oklahoma’s 77 Counties have a NBCT or candidate

· The state’s top five school districts in terms of the cumulative total of NBCTs are:  Tulsa (157), Norman (139), Edmond (133), Oklahoma City (120) and Moore (114).
· (total # of NBCTs in district) NBCTs in (district)
The Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation supports National Board candidates throughout the process by providing professional development.  Training is conducted by NBCTs in each certification area of certification.  Thirteen statewide regional coordinators provide support for the candidates through monthly meetings.
NBCTs are recognized as being among the best teachers in the profession.  
· Elizabeth Smith of Byng, 2010 Oklahoma Teacher of the Year

· Beth Harper of Oklahoma City, 2009 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
· Heather Sparks of Oklahoma City, 2009 Oklahoma Teacher of the Year; 2007 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
· Stephanie Canada of Shawnee, 2008 Oklahoma Teacher of the Year 
· Patricia Morgan of Norman, 2008 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
· Ronia Davison of Muskogee, 2008 Milken Educator Award 
· Susan Louise Bigge of Tulsa, 2007 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
· Shelly Unsicker of Moore, 2007 Milken Educator Award 
(Your name) from  (district name) has added her name to a list of distinguished group of teachers, who have voluntarily worked to improve their practice, which  in turn has improved student learning and achievement.

For more information regarding NBPTs and National Board Certification, please visit NBPTS website at www.nbpts.org.  To obtain information about the Oklahoma’s process, please visit the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation’s website at:  www.octp.org.
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· “Student Success Through Quality Teaching”
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