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2007 Annual Report 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

 
Overview: 
 
The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women was created in 1994 as a 
result of Enrolled Senate Bill 1147 of the Second Session of the 44th Legislature 
of Oklahoma.  The measure, which added several new sections to title 74 O.S., 
defines the legislative intent and the basis of the Commission’s mission:  “In 
furtherance of its obligation to advance the general welfare of the state, the 
Legislature is cognizant of its duty to give all citizens their opportunities to 
reach their full potential.  Therefore, the Legislature declares its intent that any 
inhibiting conditions caused by any factors which impede the ability of an 
individual to reach the full potential of that individual are matters of public 
concern.”  Such intent covers a broad range of issues and potential actions to 
be addressed by the Commission. 
 
 
Mission:   
 
The Commission’s mission is to improve the quality of life for women and 
families in Oklahoma. 
 
 
Vision:   
 
Advocating social justice, gender equity, and equal opportunity though effective 
leadership.  
  
 
2006-2007 Officers: 
 
Chair: Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Stillwater 
Vice Chair: Catherine Haynes, Ponca City 
Secretary: Lou Kohlman, Oklahoma City 
Advisory Council Chair: Jilda Motley, Tulsa 
Nominating Committee Members: Pat Martin, Purcell; Anita Norman, Perry; 
Mary Walker, Tulsa 
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2006-2007 Events and Projects: 
 
7/19-22/06 National Association on Commissions for Women (NACW) 
Annual Convention in Lincoln, Nebraska:  The Commission was represented 
at the NACW Annual Convention by Chair Jennifer Paustenbaugh, 
Commissioner and NACW Director Bernice Mitchell, Commissioner Anita 
Norman, and Advisory Council member Kathy Huston.  The Oklahoma 
Women’s Almanac, a Commission project, won the 2006 NACW Outstanding 
Achievement Award.  Bernice Mitchell, who was filling an unexpired term on 
the Board of Directors in a seat previously held by OCSW Commissioner 
Patricia Presley, was elected to a full two-year term on the 15-member Board. 
The NACW is a membership organization of over 275 state, county, and city 
commissions on women around the United States. NACW is the national 
advocate for government commissions for women which holds a unique and 
positive position for women's equity and justice and touches millions of women, 
playing a significant role in national policy and legislative development. 
Oklahoma has been a dues-paying member of the organization since 2003(?). 
 
8/1/06 National Citizen’s Health Care Working Group Meeting: The 
Commission was represented at the national Citizen’s Health Care Working 
Group Meeting in Oklahoma City, hosted by Insurance Commissioner Kim 
Holland.  The Commission was represented by Commissioners Bernice Mitchell 
and Jennifer Paustenbaugh as well as Kathy Huston of the Advisory Council. 
From this meeting and other similar meetings held around the U.S., six 
recommendations were sent to President George W. Bush on September 29, 
2006 focused on creating policies that provide affordable health care to all 
Americans. 
 
11/13/06 Women’s Health Forum and Luncheon: The Commission’s topical 
committee on Women’s Health hosted its annual Women’s Health Forum and 
Luncheon at the Oklahoma History Center. Commissioner Bernice Mitchell 
introduced attendees to the NACW’s national women’s health advocacy project, 
Project Bones. Project Bones is an osteoporosis education initiative sponsored 
by NACW and underwritten by Procter & Gamble.  Nurses from the United 
States Postal Service provided bone density screenings as well as blood sugar 
tests. Other presenters included Dr. Mary Zoe Baker of the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center and Adeline Yerkes, R.N., MPH, of the 
Oklahoma State Department of Health. 
 
12/14/06 Annual Meeting in Tulsa: The Commission continued its tradition 
of holding its December meeting in Tulsa. For the second year, the meeting was 
held at Resonance, a non-profit organization that helps women who have been 
incarcerated and their families return to self-sufficiency. A money tree was 
provided as a way for Commissioners, Advisory Council members and guests to 
make cash contributions to Resonance. Resonance Executive Director and 



 3 

Advisory Council Member Penny Painter and members of her staff provided an 
update on activities and services provided by Resonance. 
 
12/18/06 Project Bones Conference Call: Commissioner Bernice Mitchell 
participated in nationwide conference call on the NACW Project Bones 
initiative.  NACW member chapters and Procter & Gamble project staff were 
invited to discuss how Project Bones was being rolled out in their locales and to 
exchange ideas and suggestions. Commissioners Anita Norman and Jennifer 
Paustenbaugh also participated in the conference call. 
 
1/24/07 Alternatives to Incarceration Summit: Commissioner Patricia 
Presley, chair of the Commission’s Incarcerated Women topical committee, 
represented the Commission at the Alternatives to Incarceration Summit and a 
meeting of the Oklahoma Commission of Children and Youth by. 
 
1/25/07 Kate Barnard Luncheon and Award: The Commission held its 
annual Kate Barnard Luncheon for women state elected and appointed 
officials. Commission Chair Jennifer Paustenbaugh presented the 2007 Kate 
Barnard Award to U.S. Representative Mary Fallin and to Lieutenant Governor 
Jari Askins. The award recognizes excellence in public service on the part of 
elected or appointed Oklahoma women officials at the state or national level. 
The Commission also welcomed newly elected women legislators 
Representatives Skye McNeil and Anastasia Pittman. 
 
3/26-3/30/07 “Generations of Oklahoma Women Moving History 
Forward”: The Commission, partnering with the Women’s Archives at 
Oklahoma State University and the Oklahoma Women’s Network, prepared a 
16-page tabloid newspaper supplement for national Women’s History Month. 
The supplement was distributed to approximately 25,000 fourth through 
eighth-grade Oklahoma students who participate in The Oklahoman’s 
Newspapers in the Classroom program. During the week of March 26-March 
30, a ¼-page column appeared in The Oklahoman featuring content from the 
supplement. Approximately 5,000 extra copies of the supplement were made 
available to school children visiting the Oklahoma History Center, to 
participants in the 2007 NEW Leadership Class, to members of the Oklahoma 
Legislature and statewide elected officials, and to women featured in the 
supplement. The project was submitted to the National Association of 
Commissions for Women for consideration for its 2007 Outstanding 
Achievement Award, which will be given at its annual convention in July 2007. 
 
3/29/07 Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame: 2007 marked the 25th 
anniversary of the first class of inductees to the Oklahoma Women’s Hall of 
Fame. During August-November 2006, the Commission sought nominations for 
the class of 2007. Nine inductees were selected:  

• Sherri Coale, Norman  
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• Ginny Creveling, Tulsa 
• Dr. Joe Anna Hibler, Weatherford 
• Maxine Horner, Tulsa 
• Dr. Kay Martin, Oklahoma City 
• Terry Neese, Oklahoma City 
• Dr. Carolyn Taylor, Claremore 
• Della Warrior, Red Rock and Santa Fe, NM 
• Claudia Tarrington, Tulsa (posthumously) 

Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins acted as mistress of ceremonies, and Speaker 
Lance Cargill welcomed the inductees and guests to the House Chamber, 
location of the ceremony. 
 
6/14/07 Annual Retreat and Elections: The Commission held its annual 
planning retreat at Lydie’s Cottage on the grounds of the Marland Mansion in 
Ponca City. The election of officers for 2007-2008 was held at this time and 
results are as follows:  
Chair: Chris Morriss 
Vice-Chair: Mary Walker 
Secretary: Lou Kohlman 
Advisory Council Chair: Jilda Motley 
Nominating Committee: Anita Norman and Ginny Wilson 
 
Actions taken at the retreat included adopting a five-year Vision for the Future 
document (attached).  
 
 
2006-2007 Membership: 
Commissioners 
A list of Commissioners is attached. 
 
Commissioners whose terms expire June 30, 2007 (with appointing authority): 

• Marilyn Ehlers, Oklahoma City (Speaker of the House) 
• Vicki French, Foss (Governor) 
• Kathryn Jones (Senate Pro Tempore) 
• Dr. Rebecca Kennedy, Seminole (Speaker of the House) 
• Senator Debbe Leftwich, Oklahoma City (Senate Pro Tempore) 
• Margaret Swimmer, Tulsa (Governor) 

 
Commissioners appointed during 2006-2007 (with appointing authority): 

• Patty Bryant, Tulsa (Speaker of the House, replacing Betty Boyd, Tulsa) 
• Toni Calvey, Oklahoma City (Speaker of the House, replacing Rowena 

Ogden, Oklahoma City) 
• Lyn Hester, Oklahoma City (Governor, replacing Renita Shofner, Tulsa) 
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• Joyce Martin, Broken Arrow (Governor, replacing Sheila Sheaman whose 
term expires June 2009, Ardmore)  

• Representative Pam Peterson, Tulsa (Speaker of the House, replacing Dr. 
Marlene Smith, Muskogee) 

• Valerie Thompson, Oklahoma City (Senate Pro Tempore, replacing Rita 
Newton, Oklahoma City) 

 
Advisory Council 
A list of active Advisory Council members is attached. 
 
Commissioner Jilda Motley was elected chair of the Advisory Council. Serving 
as co-chair was Advisory Council member Leslie Thomas. The Advisory Council 
acts as resources and provides expertise to the Commission. The Advisory 
Council continued to survey members, assigning members to topical 
committees and areas of interest, including participation in the Hall of Fame, 
Summit, and Kate Barnard Luncheon planning committees.   
 
Advisory Council members added in 2006-2007: 

• Gloria Birdine, Guthrie 
• Dr. Deena Fisher, Woodward 
• Dr. Kay Martin, Oklahoma City 
• Rowena Ogden, Stilwell 
• Janet Peery, Oklahoma City 
• Sheila Sheaman, Ardmore 
• Renita Shofner, Tulsa 
• Dr. Marlene Smith, Muskogee 
• Greta Stewart, Oklahoma City 
• Leslie Thomas, Oklahoma City 
• Adeline Yerkes, Oklahoma City 

 
 
Website:   
 
The Commission revised and updated its website.  It now is a featured link on 
the Office of Personnel Management home page  
(available: www.opm.ok.gov.)  The website lists Commissioners with 
photographs as well as active Advisory Council members.  It includes the 
Commission calendar, the Commission’s authorizing statutes, information 
about Commission events and topical committees, and links to the NACW, 
National Women’s History Project, N.E.W. Leadership Institute and Pipeline 
Project, and Oklahoma Women’s Network.  The Website also includes agendas 
and approved meeting minutes back to January, 2006.   
 
 

http://www.opm.ok.gov/�
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Promotional Items:   
 

• Kate Barnard Luncheon honorees, elected and appointed attendees, and 
other members of the Legislature received copies of the Oklahoma 
Women’s Almanac. 

 
• “Generations of Oklahoma Women Moving History Forward,” a Women’s 

History month newspaper supplement, was distributed to all legislators 
and elected statewide officials during March. 

 
• The Commission gave newly elected women legislators an OCSW vase, 

and continued to provide to all women legislators a flower for the vase 
before each Commission meeting during months when the legislature is 
in session.  

 
 
Committees: 
Topical Committees 
 
The Topical Committee on Incarcerated Women continued to present a power 
point presentation and talking points on that issue at various meetings 
statewide [such as…] 
 
The Topical Committee on Women’s Health presented a Women’s Health Forum 
in November, focusing on osteoporosis and Project BONES, a nationwide 
project.  The event included bone density testing. 
 
The Topical Committee on Women in Leadership sponsored the Kate Barnard 
Luncheon in January, 2007. 
 
Ad Hoc Committees (only committees with reports have been included) 
Archives Ad Hoc Committee: This committee was chaired by Commissioner 
Jennifer Paustenbaugh. Tasks accomplished by this committee include 
beginning to identify and collect materials documenting the history of the 
Commission; scanning approximately 750 Commission photographs from 
various sources for preservation purposes; exploring potential repositories for 
Commission records, including the records of the Oklahoma Women’s Hall of 
Fame; and identifying print material for digitization. As part of this project and 
in cooperation with the Women’s Archives at Oklahoma State University, an 
oral history project focusing on the 60+ living inductees of the Oklahoma 
Women’s Hall of Fame was initiated in May. The project is directed by Juliana 
Nykolaiszyn with assistance from Drs. Tanya Finchum and Jennifer 
Paustenbaugh at the OSU Library. It is anticipated that the work of this 
committee will continue until a suitable repository has been found, dispersed 
records are located, and the oral history project has been largely completed.  
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Collaboration:   
 
The Commission continued its work with the N.E.W. Leadership program at the 
Carl Albert Center at the University of Oklahoma, to promote young women in 
leadership and to promote the Claudia Tarrington Scholarship Fund for the 
N.E.W. Leadership Program.  Commissioners were represented in the May 
N.E.W. Leadership program by Commissioners Kathryn Jones and Lou 
Kohlman [status of Claudia Tarrington Fund, etc.] 
 
The Commission began collaboration with the Oklahoma Women’s Foundation 
and the Office of the Lieutenant Governor in a project conducted by the 
Citizen’s Policy Center exploring issues affecting Oklahoma women’s’ economic 
health. 
 
As previously noted, the Commission worked with Oklahoma Women’s 
Network, the Women’s Archives at OSU, and The Oklahoman on a 
supplemental section to The Oklahoman on Oklahoma Women’s History.  This 
was published in March, Women’s History Month.  Approximately 25,000 
copies were distributed to schoolchildren in grades 4-8 statewide. 
 
The Commission continued to work with the Women’s Archives at OSU to 
promote the Oklahoma Women’s Almanac, which was published in late 2005 
and introduced in January, 2006. This project grew out of Commission 
programs, including the Topical Committees and the 2004 Oklahoma Women’s 
Summit. All proceeds from the sale of the Almanac support the Oklahoma 
Women’s Publication Project, a fund to underwrite future publications on 
Oklahoma women. [Balance of fund and number of Almanacs remaining to be 
sold will be included in final report.] 
 
Commission Secretary Lou Kohlman was appointed to a Legislative Task Force 
to Stop Sexual Violence. The Task Force was chaired by Representative Pam 
Peterson, prior to her appointment to the Commission. 
 
In organizing the November 2006 Women’s Health Forum, the Commission 
worked with the Oklahoma Department of Health, Department of Mental 
Health, Center for Disease Control, Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation, 
and the United States Postal Service to obtain speakers, information, and basic 
health screening services.  
 
Submitted by: 
 
Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Chair 
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