
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

April 9, 2015 

2:20-3:00 p.m. 

Oklahoma History Center 

800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive, Oklahoma City OK 73105 

 

I.     Call to Order 
II.     Roll Call  
III.     Nominating Committee: Presentation of Officer Slate 
IV.     Discussion: Recipient of Guardian Award 
V.     May Meeting: Oklahoma State Capitol Building, Room TBA, Oklahoma City OK 

73105, 4:00 p.m. 
VI.      Adjournment 
VII. 2015 Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

April 9, 2015 

Oklahoma History Center, Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Call to Order and Determination of Quorum 

The meeting was called to order by OCSW Chair Lou Kohlman at 2:30 p.m.  A headcount of 

members was taken and it was ascertained that a quorum was present.   

Minutes 

Minutes from February, March, and April will be postponed due to time limitations for the Hall 

of Fame event schedule until the May meeting. 

Officer Reports – None given. 

Guardian Award 

Chair Kohlman gave a brief update of potential candidates for the Guardian Award.  Linda 

Haneborg moved to award the Guardian Award to Senator AJ Griffin.  Brenda Barwick 

seconded.  Motion passed. 

Presentation of Slate of Officers 

Commissioner Bernice Mitchell presented the slate of officers from the nominating committee.  

The election of officers will be held during the May meeting.  The slate presented was: 

Chair:  Lou Kohlman 

Vice Chair:  Maria Trapp-Braly 

Secretary:  Karen Sneary 

Finance:  Victoria Woods 

Advisory Chair:  Adeline Yerkes 

Adjournment 

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 



 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

May 28, 2015 

1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma State Capitol Room 512A 

Oklahoma City OK 73105 

 

I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call  
III. Minutes of February 26, 2015, March 26, 2015 and April 9, 2015 meetings 
IV. Reports: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Financial, Executive Director, Advisory Council, 

NACW Representative 
V. Presentation of Guardian Award to Sen. AJ Griffin (timing flexible) 
VI. Officer Elections 
VII. Discussion of upcoming events: Retreat, Oklahoma Sheroes Awards 
VIII. New or Unfinished Business – History Committee video project 
IX. June Meeting: Oklahoma History Center, Fischer Boardroom, 800 Nazhi Zuhdi Drive, 

Oklahoma City OK 73105, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
X. Adjournment 
 

 
 

  



Minutes 
 

Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 
May 28, 2015 

Oklahoma State Capitol Room 512A 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 
Commission Members Present: Mary Louise Binning, Maria Trapp-Braly, Sarah Brown, AJ Griffin, 
Linda Haneborg, Catherine Haynes, Estela Hernandez, Lou Kohlman, Jean Lehr, Shondra McCage, 
Bernice Mitchell, Chris Morriss, Karen Sneary, Gloria Torres, Victoria Woods, Adeline Yerkes,  
 
Commission Members Excused: Rita Aragon, Brenda Barwick, Beverly Binkowski, Patty Bryant, Lee 
Denney, Joyce Horton, Denise Kinzie, Valeska Littlefield, Terri Neese, Jadine Nollan  
 
Commission Members Absent: Amy McCord, Nikki Watters, Valerie Thompson  
 
Advisory Members Present: Jo McGuffin  
 
Staff Present: Kitti Asberry  
 
Call to Order and Determination of Quorum  
The meeting was called to order by OCSW Chair Lou Kohlman at 1:30 p.m. The roll was taken and it 
was ascertained that there was a quorum.  

 
The minutes of the meetings from February 26, 2015, March 26, 2015, and April 9, 2015 were 
presented. Gloria Torres moved to approve the minutes from the three meetings and Linda 
Haneborg seconded. Motion passed.  
 
Officer Reports  
 
Chair Report:  
Chair Lou Kohlman provided a report on the Hall of Fame ceremony held on April 9, 2015. Seven 
women were inducted into the Hall of Fame at the event. Special thanks was given to Mary Louise 
Binning for her work on organizing and coordinating the event and also to the nominating 
committee for their work. The honorees had diverse backgrounds and were great representatives 
of our state.  
 
On April 23, Chair Kohlman was the keynote speaker at the DAR banquet and addressed ways for 
women to become more involved in change and the things that the OCSW does. Harriet Tubman 
won the vote for Women on 20 and will be presented to President Obama to then present to the 
Department of the Treasury to replace Andrew Jackson. The vote was conducted online.  
There will be a new leadership program at the Carl Albert Center for young women. Additional 
information about this will be provided at a later time. Chair Kohlman and Executive Director Kitti 
Asberry represented the OCSW at the Power Lunch for New Leadership.  
 



No Vice Chair Report  
No Secretary Report  
 
Financial Report:  
Dan Melton who had previously assisted the OCSW with the financial reports has left OMES. Jerry 
Spivey from OMES will be assisting now. There will be an official report from OMES at a future date. 
 
Executive Director’s Report:  
Executive Director Kitti Asberry reported that OCSW will be moving to the Will Rogers Building on 
the first floor. That will provide OCSW access to conference rooms and resources in the Will Rogers 
Building at the Capitol Complex. The new address will be 2401 North Lincoln. Executive Director 
Asberry has completed the Women’s Hall of Fame information. She attended the Girl’s Day at the 
State Capitol as well as the Cultural Diversity Workshop. She has also participated in conference 
calls with NACW. She has worked with OMES on the internal communication process, processed 
purchase orders, correspondence, and answered calls and emails. Duplicate files, materials and 
supplies have also been purged in the preparation for the move to the new location.  
 
Advisory Council Chairman Report:  
Catherine Haynes reported an email is being sent to advisory members for current information. 
Linda Haneborg recommended contacting the Women’s Hall of Fame honorees to remind them 
they are welcome to serve on the Advisory Council. Adeline Yerkes presented Dr. Nina Kahn’s name 
as an advisory council member. Dr. Kahn is a professor at OU and also an author on women’s issues. 
Adeline Yerkes moved and Bernice Mitchell seconded to accept Dr. Nina Kahn to the Advisory 
Council. Motion passed. 
 
NACW Representative to OSCW Report:  
Bernice Mitchell and Kitti Asberry will be attending the NACW Annual Conference in July in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Kitti Asberry and Adeline Yerkes are submitting the Summit that OCSW held in 
the Fall of 2014 for a national award with NACW. Kitti Asberry will submit the application on May 
29.  
 
Guardian Award  
Senator AJ Griffin was presented with the Guardian Award by Chair Lou Kohlman. This award is 
presented to a legislator who has championed women’s issues and legislation. Senator Griffin 
provided an update on SB292 and also reported on an interim study for the upcoming legislative 
session about the statute of limitations on child abuse. The OCSW thanked Senator Griffin for her 
work on women’s issues.  
 
Officer Elections  
Chair Kohlman presented the procedure of the election of officers as well as the updated timeline 
that was passed at the August 2014 Retreat due to budget adoption purposes. Officer elections are 
held now in May and allows new officers and current officers to work on a budget during June as 
well as allow new officers to take office in July at the beginning of the fiscal year. Bernice Mitchell 
from the nominating committee presented the slate of candidates and conducted the election 
process. Nominations from the floor were allowed in the election process. The newly elected slate 
of officers to take office July 2015 are as follows:  



 
Chair: Lou Kohlman  
Vice Chair: Maria Trapp-Braly  
Secretary: Karen Sneary  
Finance Officer: Victoria Woods  
Advisory Council Chair: Adeline Yerkes  
 
Members of the Nominating Committee will be determined at a future meeting. The requirements 
to serve on the nominating committee include being on the OCSW for at least two years, attend 
60% of the meetings, and that current term is not expiring. Chair Kohlman announced that in July, 
an Event Chair will be appointed. 
 
Discussion of Upcoming Events  
Victoria Woods made the motion and Linda Haneborg seconded to allocate up to $1200 to have an 
Open House and Reception when the move to the Will Rogers building is made. The motion passed 
with 1 abstention (AJ Griffin). A committee was formed for the event and includes: Linda Haneborg, 
Victoria Woods, Jean Lehr, and Kitti Asberry. The Oklahoma Sheroes Award was also discussed. This 
is a way to recognize women who make an impact on the state and region. The possibility of having 
awards recognition during the Fall was discussed. It was also discussed to honor women through 
various social media platforms. No action was taken and discussion will continue at the OSCW 
Retreat. Catherine Haynes made a motion and Bernice Mitchell seconded to have the retreat on 
July 30. The motion passed. Several locations were suggested and will be researched as possibilities 
for the retreat. The location will be announced at a later date. 
 
New or Unfinished Business  
Adeline Yerkes provided an update on the History Committee Video Project. The video will be 
approximately 15 minutes in length. A survey was sent to all past chairs of the OCSW for input. The 
committee is currently working on a script and also spent several days at the OSU library reviewing 
video of Hall of Fame inductees. The committee is hoping to work with Bob Blackburn and the 
Oklahoma History Center on the project. Linda Haneborg and AJ Griffin will be working with the 
National Federation of Women in Legislature. The conference will be held in Oklahoma City 
September 11-15. The NFWL is looking for sponsors and volunteers to help with the event.  
 
Adjournment  
The June meeting will be held at the Oklahoma History Center. With no additional business, the 
meeting was adjourned. 
  



Regular Meeting Agenda 

 

June 25, 2015 

1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma History Center, Fischer Boardroom,  

800 Nazhi Zuhdi Drive, Oklahoma City OK 73105  

 

XI. Call to Order 
XII. Roll Call  
XIII. Minutes of May 28, 2015 meeting 
XIV. Reports: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Financial, Executive Director, Advisory Council, 

NACW Representative 
XV. Presentation and Adoption of FY16 Budget 
XVI. Discussion: Domestic Violence 
XVII. Discussion of upcoming events: Retreat, Moving & Welcome Reception, Possible 

attendance or sponsorship, NFWL Conference 
XVIII. New or Unfinished Business – History Committee video project, Celebration of 

Oklahoma Women through Social Media & other recognition 
XIX. July Meeting: July 30, 2015, 9:30 – 3:30, location TBA 
XX. Adjournment 
 

 

  



 

Minutes 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

June 25, 2015 
Oklahoma History Center, Fischer Boardroom 

800 Nazhi Zuhdi Drive, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
Commission Members Present: Brenda Barwick, Linda Haneborg, Catherine Haynes, Estela 
Hernandez, Sara Hummel-Brown, Lou Kohlman, Jean Lehr, Valeska Littlefield, Bernice Mitchell, 
Terry Neese, Karen Sneary, Gloria Torres, Maria Trapp-Braly, Adeline Yerkes  
 
Commission Members Excused: Rita Aragon, Beverly Binkowski, Mary Louise Binning, Patty Bryant, 
Lee Denney, Joyce Horton, Denise Kinzie, Shondra McCage, Chris Morriss, Jadine Nollan, Victoria 
Woods  
 

Commission Members Absent: Amy McCord, Nikki Watters, Valerie Thompson  

 Advisory Members Present: Fern Bowling, Jo Ann Bullard, Yolanda Viewins  
 
Staff Present: Kitti Asberry  
 
Call to Order and Determination of Quorum  
The meeting was called to order by OCSW Chair Lou Kohlman at 1:30 p.m. The roll was taken and it 
was ascertained that there was a quorum.  
 
Minutes  
The minutes of the meetings from May 28, 2015 were presented. Adeline Yerkes moved to accept 

the minutes from the May meeting and Sara Hummel-Brown seconded. Motion passed.  

Officer Reports  
 
Chair Report:  
Chair Lou Kohlman provided a report regarding the press conference on Domestic Violence. Several 
OCSW Commission members attended. Harriet Tubman won the Women on 20’s Project vote and it 
was reported that a woman may now be included on the $10 bill. This is not finalized, but in 
discussion. OMES will be moving the OCSW office to the Will Rogers Building at the Capitol Complex 
in August. The OCSW Chair Award was presented to Valeska Littlefield for her work on the 2014 
Summit.  
 
No Vice Chair Report  
 
No Secretary Report  
 
Financial Report and Adoption of FY16 Budget:  



The FY16 budget was presented both by event and by expenditures. There will be an official report 
from OMES at a future OCSW meeting regarding the budget. The budget will continue to be 
discussed at the Retreat in July, 2015. Kelli Wilson from OMES will be replacing Dan Melton to help 
with the budget. Jean Lehr moved to accept the FY16 projected budget as presented and Linda 
Haneborg seconded. The motion passed.  
 
Executive Director’s Report:  
Executive Director Kitti Asberry reported that OCSW will be moving to the Will Rogers Building on 
the first floor. That will provide OCSW access to conference rooms and resources in the Will Rogers 
Building at the Capitol Complex. The new address will be 2401 North Lincoln. She has been meeting 
with OMES staffers. She has also participated in conference calls with NACW, represented OCSW at 
different events, worked on the website, consolidated materials and equipment in preparation for 
the move to the new location, and general office duties.  
 
Advisory Council Chairman Report:  
Information for nominees for the Advisory Council will be presented at the July or August OCSW 
meeting.  
 
NACW Representative to OSCW Report:  
Bernice Mitchell and Kitti Asberry will be attending the NACW Annual Conference in July in 

Indianapolis, Indiana. Kitti Asberry, Valeska Littlefield, and Adeline Yerkes submitted the Summit 

that OCSW held in the Fall of 2014 for a national award with NACW. There were two webinars 

during the month of June that covered domestic violence and wage equity.  

Discussion of Domestic Violence  
Sara Spinks from the YWCA spoke about Domestic Violence. She shared information concerning a 
new shelter the Y will open in September.  
 
Discussion of Upcoming Events  
Chair Kohlman announced the Retreat would be held Thursday, July 30th and the location had not 
been identified. Conversation followed suggesting the retreat be at a place where the Commission 
members could relax and have a fun time. Adeline Yerkes provided an update on the History 
Committee Video Project. They are looking at a kiosk project with the Oklahoma History Center and 
working with Bob Blackburn.  
 
Adjournment  
The July meeting and Annual Retreat will be held on July 30. The location will be identified in future 

communication. With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.  

. 


