
 
 

 

 

 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

 

July 17, 2014 

4:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Sheraton Oklahoma City Downtown 1 N. Broadway, OKC 73103 

 

 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call  
III. Officer Elections 
IV. Announcements 

V. Next Meeting: August 14 Retreat Location TBA  
VI. Adjournment 

  



 

 

Minutes 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

4:15 p.m. – July 17, 2014 

Sheraton Oklahoma City Downtown 

 

Commission Members Present:  Lou Kohlman, Mary Louise Binning, Victoria Woods, Maria 

Trapp-Braly, Adeline Yerkes, Linda Haneborg, Jean Lehr, Valeska Littlefield, Jo McGuffin, Nikki 

Waters, Karen Sneary, Bernice Mitchell, Catherine Haynes,  

Commission Members Excused:  Rita Aragon, Lee Denney, AJ Griffin, Joyce, Horton-Sanders, 

Chris Morris, Jadine Nollan, Beverly Binkowski, Amy McCord, Nancy Smith 

Commission Members Absent:  Peggy Thompson, Valerie Thompson 

Advisory Members Present:  Katie Ward, Fern Bowling 

Staff Present:  Kitti Asberry 

Call to Order and Determination of Quorum 

The meeting was called to order by OCSW Chair Lou Kohlman.  The roll was taken and it was 

ascertained that a quorum was present. 

Officer Elections 

Bernice Mitchell from the Nominating Committee advised the group of the bylaws concerning 

the officer elections and that the election must be by ballot.  The slate of officers were read, 

accepted, and the elections were conducted by ballot.  The election results are as follows: 

Chair:  Lou Kohlman 

Vice Chair:  Mary Louise Binning 

Secretary:  Karen Sneary 

Finance Officer:  Victoria Wood 

Advisory Council Chair:  Catherine Haynes 

Nominating Committee:  Bernice Mitchell, Patty Bryant 



Announcements 

Chair Lou Kohlman announced that Linda Haneborg will fill out the remainder of Teresa Baxter’s 

term through a Governor’s appointment. 

Next Meeting 

Discussion was held regarding the Retreat date.  It was decided the Retreat will be held on 

Wednesday, August 13, 2014.  The location is yet to be determined, but likely at UCO.  During 

the retreat, the mission, vision, and strategy plan will be discussed.   

Adjournment 

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned. 

  



Annual Retreat 

August 14, 2014 

Gaylord-Pickens Oklahoma Heritage Museum 

 1400 Classen Drive, Oklahoma City, OK  73106 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

Business Meeting 

Call to Order 

Attendance 

Introductions 

Minutes of June, July 2014 Meetings 

Reports: Chair 

Vice Chair  

NACW Representative  
Advisory Council Chair  

Executive Director 
 

Financial Report 

Presentation and Adoption of Budget  

Discussion of OCSW Calendar 

Recess – Retreat 

Mission Statement 

Vision 

Strategic Plan 

Lunch – Getting to Know You 

Strategic Plan continued  

Goals and Events for 2014-15, including Honors and Awards 

2015 Hall of Fame  



Reopen Business Meeting 

New Business 

Adjourn 

  



 

Minutes 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

10:00 a.m. – August 14, 2014 

Gaylord-Pickens Oklahoma Heritage Museum, 1400 Classen Drive, Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Commission Members Present:  Lou Kohlman, Mary Louise Binning, Brenda Barwick, Patty 

Bryant, Lee Denney, Linda Haneborg, Jean Lehr, Shondra McCage, Bernice Mitchell, Karen 

Sneary, Victoria Woods, Adeline Yerkes  

Commission Members Excused:  Rita Aragon, AJ Griffin, Beverly Binkowski, Catherine Haynes, 

Joyce Horton, Chris Morriss, Jadine Nollan, Nancy Smith, Karla Wallace, Terri Neese 

Commission Members Absent:  Peggy Thompson, Valerie Thompson 

Advisory Members Present:  Fern Bowling, Mary Larson, Yolanda Viewns, Katie Ward, Kay 

Montgomery, Patricia Edmond, Melissa Eick 

Staff Present:  Kitti Asberry 

Call to Order and Determination of Quorum 

The meeting was called to order by OCSW Chair Lou Kohlman.  The roll was taken and it was 

ascertained that a quorum was present. 

Minutes of June, July 2014 Minutes 

Victoria Woods made a motion to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Adeline Yerkes.  

Motion passed to accept the minutes from the June 2014 and July 2014 meetings.   

Reports: 

Written reports were presented. 

Chair Report:  Maryam Mirzakhani, professor at Stanford, is the first woman to win the 

Fields Medal, the highest prize in mathematics awarded by the Congress of 

Mathematics.  A brief report on the Summit was given.  Registration fees are still coming 

in from state agencies.  The estimated total cost to OCSW was $5,645.12 and the FY14 

budget for the Summit was $12,000.  This is not the final report.  Approximately 140 

people attended the Summit.  Breakout sheets will be analyzed.  Solution Groups will 

collate into specific recommendations for a comprehensive state plan by October to be 



shared with partners.  OWC and OBN will work with legislative contact to adopt Summit 

recommendations.  OWC and OBN will take lead on visiting and going forward with 

legislation about recommendations.  Valeska Littlefield, Kitti Asberry, and Mary Louise 

Binning were recognized and thanked for their efforts towards the success of the 

Summit. 

Vice Chair:  No report given 

NACW Representative:  Bernice Mitchell attended the NACW National Conference and 

Business Meeting in Saratoga, Florida July 23-27, 2014.  During the Business Meeting, 

the budget was reviewed.  Bernice also served as Chair of the Nominations Committee 

and presented all applications.  Ideas were discussed in the Commissioners Exchange.  

Items to consider included the marketing of the organization.  Examples given included 

magnets and key chains.  The messages from the speakers at the NACW Conference 

included Focus, Can-Do Attitudes, and Humor.  The elections for the NACW were held 

and Kitti Asberry, the OCSW Executive Director was elected to the Executive Council as 

Secretary to a 2-year term.  Bernice Mitchell, the NACW Representative, was elected to 

a 1-year unexpired term.  The book, “Ladies, If Your Horse is Dead- Dismount: was 

presented.  The NACW Representative also received a beautiful bowl for her service as 

Treasurer for 4 years.  At the Post Conference Meeting, new board members went 

through training.  She also recommended that the 2014 Summit be submitted for a 

national award for next year.   

Advisory Council Chair:  Recruiting for the advisory council went well this year and new 

members are quite an asset to the commission as well as compliment the existing 

advisory council.  The Council will continue to support the Commission and committees 

as needed.   

Executive Director Report:  Purchase orders have been filled out and submitted.  Kitti 

Asberry represented the Commission at the Oklahoma Community Leadership Meeting.  

Information on the website has been updated.  She also coordinated activities for the 

Human Trafficking Summit.  A follow-up on the unpaid invoices is being conducted.  She 

has also worked with the OWC Communications Director, Kimberly Mahon.  As 

Executive Director, she attended the NACW Annual Conference and Business Meeting.  

She made arrangements for the Annual Retreat and has consolidated computer files 

along with general office duties. 

Financial Report:  The financial report for FY14 was presented and discussed.   

Presentation and Adoption of Budget:  The Budget for FY15 was presented.  For the FY15 

Estimated Budget by Event, the following reallocations in estimates were made:  



 Women’s Hall of Fame Luncheon changed to reflect an estimate of $20,000 

 20th Anniversary Celebration changed to reflect an estimate of $10,000 

 Misc. Operating was changed to reflect an estimate of $3,630 

The Estimates by Object of Expenditure for the FY15 will remain the same as presented in the 

budget.  Adeline Yerkes made a motion to adopt the 2015 Budget as amended.  Victoria Woods 

seconded.  Lee Denney abstained. 

Adeline Yerkes also made a motion to increase the Executive Director’s Salary up to $22/hour 

within state rules.  Jean Lehr seconded.  Motion passed.  Lee Denney abstained.  

Discussion of OCSW Calendar:  Chair Lou Kohlman presented the problem with the existing 

calendar is that the FY budget is not approved until August after the FY has also started.  The 

OCSW Fiscal Year is July 1-June 30.  Discussion ensued.  Jean Lehr made a motion that the 

election of officers be held in May and take office July 1.  Patty Bryant seconded.  Motion 

passed.   

Parry Bryant made a motion that budget be adopted during the June meeting.  Linda Haneborg 

seconded.  Motion passed. 

The Commission Recessed for the Retreat. 

RETREAT: 

Mission Statement:  The existing Mission Statement was presented.  The existing statement 

was:  

“The Mission of the Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women is to 

improve the quality of life for women and families in Oklahoma.” 

Discussion concerning the Mission Statement took place and possible changes were suggested.  

Linda Haneborg made a motion and Maria Braley-del Carman Trapp seconded to update the 

Mission Statement to the following: 

“To strengthen and empower women in Oklahoma by improving their 

opportunities and quality of life.” 

Motion passed. 

Vision Statement:  The existing Vision Statement was presented.  Discussion occurred.  Brenda 

Barwick made a motion and Victoria Woods seconded to update the Vision Statement to the 

following: 



“The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women is a 

strong, recognized, and respected voice for the women in 

Oklahoma.”  

Motion Passed. 

Strategic Plan:  The strategic plan was discussed with the following issues:  (Leadership, 

Continuing Focus, Strategic Partnerships, Quality of Life, 2016 Summit, Advisors to Appointing 

Authorities); The following items were narrowed down during the discussion: 

1.  Educate and Inform 

a. Advise appointing authorities 

i. Meet regularly 

ii. Partner with OWC 

b. Educate and Inform Community 

i. Regional forums 

ii. Lunch and Learn 

2. Leadership 

a. Women in Business, Politics, Community Leadership 

i. Leadership Roundtable 

ii. Partner with Governor for Event for Women 

b. Mentoring of Women and Girls 

i. Inventory of mentoring programs 

ii. Levels of mentoring 

iii. Mentoring training 

Chair, Vice Chair, and Executive Director will put the Strategic Plan items into desired format 

and will revisit issues discussed.   

Goals and Events for 2014-15: including Honors and Awards:  These included the 20th Year 

Anniversary Celebration to be held in either October or November, the 2015 Hall of Fame to be 

held in April, the Kate Barnard Award held in February, and the Guardian Award held in May.  

The 20th Anniversary Celebration was discussed.  Mary Louise Binning stated that location and 

invitations are key to a successful event.  The Governor’s Pavilion was discussed as a possibility 

for the location.  This event will serve as a kick-off for the Hall of Fame.   

2015 Hall of Fame:  Vice Chair Mary Louise Binning presented the information pertaining to the 

Hall of Fame event.  The event will be held on April 9, 2015 at the Museum of Oklahoma 

History.  Rita Aragon will serve as emcee.  The process (by month) is as follows:   

 September – Nominating Committee meets 



 October – Applications distributed 

 December – Applications due 

 January – Announcements made of recipients 

 April – Event Held 

Business Meeting Reopened. 

New Business:  Chair Lou Kohlman announced that Terri Neese will serve as the newest 

commissioner (Governor’s Appointment) to fill the remainder of Teresa Baxter’s term. 

Adjournment 

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

  



 

 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

September 25, 2014 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma State Capitol Room 512-A 

 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call  
III. Women’s History Moment 

IV. Minutes of August 14, 2014 Retreat 
V. Reports: 

Chair 

Vice-Chair 
Executive Director 
Finance Report  

Secretary 
Advisory Council 

NACW 
VI. Revisions to Policies and Procedures - vote 
VII. Date of November meeting 

VIII. Report, 20th Anniversary Event 
IX. Proposed Partnership Activity – lunch and learn 

X. Presentation, Respect Diversity Foundation 
XI. New Business/Unfinished Business 
XII. Announcements 

XIII. Next Meeting: October 23, 2014 TBA 
XIV. Adjournment 



Minutes 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 

1:30 P.M  - September 25, 2014 

Oklahoma State Capitol, Room 512-A, Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Commission Members Present:  Lou Kohlman, Beverly Binkowski, Linda Haneborg, Catherine 

Haynes, Denise Kinzie, Jean Lehr, Shondra McCage, Amy McCord, Bernice Mitchell, Chriss 

Morriss, Karen Sneary, Nikki Watters 

Commission Members Excused:  Rita Aragon, Brenda Barwick, Mary Louise Binning, Maria 

Braly-del Carman Trapp, Patty Bryant, Lee Denney, AJ Griffin, Valeska Littlefield, Jadine Nollan, 

Adeline Yerkes, Victoria Woods, Joyce Horton 

Commission Members Absent:  Terri Neese, Nancy Smith, Peggy Thompson, Valerie Thompson, 

Karla Wallace,  

Advisory Members Present:  JoAnn Bullard, Pat Martin, Yolanda Viewins 

Staff Present:  Kitti Asberry 

Call to Order and Determination of Quorum 

The meeting was called to order by OCSW Chair Lou Kohlman.  The roll was taken and it was 

ascertained that a quorum was present. 

Minutes of August 2014 Minutes 

Bernice Mitchell made a motion to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Linda Haneborg.  

Motion passed to accept the minutes from the August 2014 meeting.   

Reports: 

Written reports were presented. 

Chair Report:  Chair Lou Kohlman was asked to be on a panel to discuss women’s issues 

and status of women in Oklahoma.  It was aired on the OETA website and station.  The 

OCSW has also signed a memorandum of understanding with the Oklahoma History 

Center which will serve as an agreement that the OCSW will be available to consult with 

them on exhibits that have interest to the commission.  The OHC will also help house 

some of the OCSW archival materials.  The chair also presented information from the 

Summit.  OCSW members are also invited to attend the One Voice Luncheon held by the 



Oklahoma Women’s Coalition.  Members are to notify Kitti if they would like to attend 

as the OCSW has a table.   

Vice Chair:  No report given 

NACW Representative:  NACW Representative Bernice Mitchell reported that work is 

being conducted to reword rules, policies, and procedures for the new year for NACW.  

The NACW budget is also currently being planned.  The date and location for the NACW 

2014 Conference will be July 19-23, 2015 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Contracts with 

vendors and professionals are being updated and meeting dates are being set for the 

board.  Committee assignments are also being made.     

Advisory Council Chair:  Roksana Alavi’s name was submitted for the Advisory Council.  

Advisory members will be available to work with the OCSW on all projects where 

volunteers are needed.  A meeting is currently being planned with the Executive 

Director to grow visibility of th4e OCSW in all five districts of the state.  The chair is also 

working on updating the roster list of the Advisory Council members.   

Executive Director Report:  Purchase orders have been filled out and submitted for past 

events.  An inventory of items in the office has been conducted.  The ED also attended 

the OMES United Healthcare Seminar at the State Capitol as well as the Commission at 

the Central Oklahoma Community Coalition.  She has also met with Diana Hartley, the 

OWC Executive Director.  The website is being updated and documents are being 

condensed on the computer.   

Financial Report:  The financial report for FY14 was presented and discussed.   

Bernice Mitchel made a motion to make a $300 donation to the Oklahoma Women’s Coalition 

One Voice Luncheon.  Denise Kinzie seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  This expense 

will come out of miscellaneous expenses in the approved budget. 

Revisions to Policies and Procedures:  This was tabled until the next meeting as there were not 

16 commissioners present for the vote. 

Date of November Meeting: Bernice Mitchell made a motion for the November meeting to 

occur on either November 13 or November 20 depending on the availability of the Pavilion.  

Jean Lehr seconded.  Motion passed.    

20th Anniversary Event Report:  The luncheon will take place at the Pavilion.  The date of 

November 20th has been confirmed, but may be changed to November 13 so the governor can 

attend.  The Commission will use the Pavilion’s catering.  Legislators who were present when 



the legislature creating the OCSW will be invited as will all Champions for Women, past Hall of 

Fame recipients, and Legislators.  Jean Lehr volunteered to help design the invitation. 

Proposed Partnership Activity:  the OCSW is in partnership with another group for a brown bag 

lunch and learn.  The Respect Diversity Foundation is also willing to help in a lunch and learn 

activity.   

Presentation – Respect Diversity Foundation:  Tracy Johnson presented on the Respect 

Diversity Foundation and the contributions they make to schools.  The Foundation also has a 

full speakers’ bureau, conflict resolution workshops, and a traveling art exhibit.   

New/Unfinished Business:  If members or Advisory Council members would like to attend the 

One Voice Luncheon, they are to let Kitti know.   

Announcements:  The Healthy Start Program has been funded for another 5 years, Yolanda 

Viewins reported.   

Next Meeting:  The October meeting will be held at the Capitol on October 23, 2014.  The 

December meeting will be held December 11 in Tulsa.   

Adjournment 

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 


