
 

Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women  
Regular Meeting 

 
Date:  April 28, 2011 
Commission Members Present: Patty Bryant, Fern Bowling, Representative Lee Denney, Malaka Elyazgi, Joyce Horton Sanders, Denise 
Kinzie, Lou Kohlman, Joyce Martin, Carolyn McLarty, Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Nancy Rothman, Valeska Littlefield, and Mary Walker  
Commissioner Members Excused: Rita Aragon, Risha Grant, Deena Fisher, Ashley Kehl, Bernice Mitchell, Nancy Rothman, Holly Shelton, 
Nancy Smith, Peggy Thompson, Adeline Yerkes, Chris Morriss, Representative Pam Peterson, Patti Presley  
Commissioner Members Absent:   Catherine Haynes, Devon Shannon, and Valerie Thompson  
Advisory Committee Members present: Kitty Asberry, Marilyn Capps, Heather Simon, and Latasha Wilson 
Guests: Kelsey Kemp, Roslin Jaquette 
Staff: Misty Peters   
 

Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

Roll Call and Minutes of 
March 24, 2010 minutes 

Chairman Walker called the meeting to order.  Correction to the 
minutes - “votive candle” replacing “volte lamp.” 

Quorum established. Minutes 
reviewed and approved with 
correction  

Financial Report 
 

  

History Moment   
Reports 
Chair, Vice Chairperson, 
Secretary, Advisory 
Council Chairperson and 
NACW Representative 

Chair:  Chairman Mary Walker expressed her appreciation for all of 
the work done on the Hall of Fame event. She regretted that she was 
unable to attend. She and her sisters also send their appreciation for 
the many expressions of sympathy by the Commission on their loss. 
She believes that her faith grounded her and helped her deal with her 
loss. 
Vice Chair: Joyce Martin said that she appreciated everyone’s help 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

with the Hall of Fame event. It was a great event, and she has received 
many expressions of gratitude from both the honorees and their 
families. The budget allotted approximately $9,000 and the expenses 
totaled approximately $6,700, so the event totals were well under the 
budgeted amount.  Thank you to Misty for the Commission notebook 
for the HOF Members.  
Secretary: Adeline Yerkes could not attend the meeting, and so Joyce 
Sanders volunteered to fill in to take the Minutes. 
Advisory Council Chair:  Fern Bowling introduced the Advisory 
Council members who were present: Latasha Wilson and Kitty 
Asberry. She also recognized, Kelsey Kemp, who works for 
the House of Representatives, a guest of Patty Bryant. Fern also 
mentioned that Helen Harrod Thompson, one of our new HOF 
inductees, is interested in being included in the Advisory Council.  
NACW Representative: Jennifer Paustenbaugh reported there was 
some discussion about whether the Commission wanted to 
receive further information about hosting the NACW 2013 conference. 
She advised that we could express interest without commitment.  
 
Jennifer suggested that we look at the County Study. We need to use 
the study or we can’t say it’s made a difference. Jennifer also 
announced that she will not be applying to serve on the NACW Board 
for next year due to other commitments.  
 
Bernice Mitchell will be attending the NACW Conference. Fern 
Bowling presented information about Bernice Mitchell attending the 
NACW conference as our representative. She estimated that expenses 
for Bernice would probably run at least $1,500. 
 
Nomination Committee:  Nominations Chair Patty Bryant (on behalf of 
Deena Fisher) named the slate of officers for the 
next year. Joyce Sanders withdrew from consideration for Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patty Bryant moved that we ask 
for further information from 
NACW. Rebecca Kennedy 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Fern made a motion that the 
Commission assist with Bernice’s 
expenses in the amount of $1,600 
(because we were unsure of the 
exact amount). Valeska Littlefield 
seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. (Representative 
Lee Denney abstained from the 
vote.) 
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due to conflict at her work.  Valeska Littlefield will be substituted for 
Sanders, with Deena Fisher being alternate. There were no further 
changes to the upcoming slate of officers. There were no nominations 
from the floor. Valeska Littlefield resigned her position on the 
Nominations Committee so there would not be a conflict. Mary Walker 
was nominated from the floor by Rebecca Kennedy to take Valeska’s 
place on the Nominations Committee. 
 
There was some discussion about the candidate for Chairman, as her 
appointment will expire soon after the election. If she is not 
reappointed, how would we handle the re-selection? It was decided 
that it is possible that we may elect someone to the position then re-
elect someone else. That might be a subject we would want to discuss 
at the retreat in June. 
 

 

Unfinished Business 
 
 

 Retreat:  The retreat will be in June. Rita Aragon had invited the 
Commission to her home.  Chairman Walker asked everyone to check 
their calendars. If members have dates that they are 
not available, please let us know. We need to set a retreat date in June. 

 

Committee Reports  Communications Committee - Mary Walker, Misty Peters, Fern 
Bowling and Ashley Kehl will work on press release for HOF. 
 
Legislative Committee - Patty Bryant handed out a spreadsheet 
showing the status of various items of legislation. 
 
Finance Committee - Committed to developing ongoing categorical 
budget. Marilyn Capps was asked to do a spreadsheet for past 5 years, 
and they will meet on May 5 at 11am in G-91. 
 
Leadership Committee - Denise Kinzie s aid they she received 
information from Sheryl Lovelady and it was read to the Commission. 
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County by County Study - Lou Kohlman hopes that by the May or June 
meeting we can discuss it. 
 
Health Committee - Malaka Elyazgi gave a report. They hope to spread 
the information to women and girls in our community about the 
importance of strong bone health. It is especially important to ages 9-
13. Information packets were made and distributed to the omission. 
Also, Governor Fallin signed a proclamation for the week of May 16, 
2011 for women’s health. 

Announcements Don’t forget to complete your annual Ethics form is due May 15.  

Adjournment and Next 
Meeting 

The next meeting will be May 26th.  
 

 Jennifer Paustenbaugh moved 
that the meeting adjourn. Fern 
Bowling seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joyce Horton-Sanders 
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