
 

Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women  
Regular Meeting 

 
Date:  March 24, 2011 
Commission Members Present: Rita Aragon, Patty Bryant, Fern Bowling, Malaka Elyazgi, Deena Fisher, Risha Grant, Joyce Horton 
Sanders, Ashley Kehl, Denise Kinzie, Lou Kohlman, Joyce Martin, Chris Morriss, Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Representative Pam Peterson, Patti 
Presley, Holly Shelton, and Peggy Thompson, Nancy Smith, Mary Walker and Adeline Yerkes 
Commissioner Members Excused: Representative Lee Denney, Catherine Haynes, Rebecca Kennedy, Valaska Littlefield, Carolyn 
McLarty, and Bernice Mitchell 
Commissioner Members Absent:   Nancy Rothman, Devon Shannon, and Valerie Thompson  
Advisory Committee Members present: Heather Simon, Glenda Carlile, Marilyn Capps, Kay Martin, and Latasha Wilson  
Staff: Misty Peters   
 

Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

Roll Call and Minutes of 
February  24, 2010 
minutes 

 Quorum established. Minutes 
reviewed and approved.  
 
 

Financial Report 
 

Marilyn Capps provided the March 24, 2010 Financial Report.  She has 
prepared a more extensive breakdown reflecting the projects and the 
amount of dollars allocated by the Commission.  Total operating 
budget is $16,314 for expenses.  

 

History Moment Health Committee reported on national March month activities  
Reports 
Chair, Vice Chairperson, 
Secretary, Advisory 
Council Chairperson and 

Chair:  Mary Walker thanked Jennifer Paustenbaugh and her 
committee for the wonderful Kate Barnard Award and Luncheon 
event.  She has had several emails and calls relate to how well the 
event was received.  Mary Walker thanked Joyce Martin and her 

 



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

NACW Representative committee for all of their work on the forth coming Hall of Fame.   
Vice Chair: Joyce Martin reported on the Hall of Fame.  The planning of 
the event is going smoothly and is on timeline 
Secretary: no report 
Advisory Council Chair:   Fern Bowling introduced advisory council 
members present today:  Heather Simon, Glenda Carlile, Marilyn 
Capps, Kay Martin, and Latasha Wilson 
NACW Representative: No report 
Nomination Committee:  Deena Fisher (Chr), Patti Bryant, and Valaska 
Littlefield convened the  Nomination Committee and the following 
slate of officers for 2011 was presented: Chairperson-Joyce Martin, 
Vice-Chr -  Adeline Yerkes, Secretary - Joyce Sanders, Alt. Sec. Valaska 
Littlefield, Advisory Council Chair- Fern Bowling, and Nominating 
Committee Valaska Littlefield and Deena Fisher  

Unfinished Business 
 
 

Hall of Fame:  The Hall of Fame is scheduled for 3 PM, April 7 at the 
Oklahoma History Center. The Chesapeake Room will be the setting 
for the ceremony and the reception will be in Devon Hall.  Latasha 
Wilson report on the reception floor plan. There will be 10 large round 
table and ten bistro tables.  The tables will be covered with white table 
cloths, volte lamps and a floral vase.  The reception table will be white 
with white skirting, gold and blue cloth napkins and a large floral 
center piece.  There will be a sweet reception.   Each inductee will 
receive a yellow rose with blue wrapping along with the award.    Rita 
Aragon will be the master of ceremonies. Governor Fallin will be 
present and open the ceremony followed by the all woman National 
Honor Guard posting the colors.  Anita Bryant will sing the national 
anthem and Jane Jayore will say a blessing.  Rebecca will discuss the 
significance and history of the rose and pin. The inductees will be 
presented.  There are eight inductees:  Dr. Laura Boyd, Minister Chloe 
L. Brown, Joy D. Culbreath, Marcia J. Mitchell, Ardina R. Moore, Dr. 
Cindy Ross, Kathryn L. Taylor, and Helen Harrod Thompson.    The 
invitations have been sent and the current attendance from rsvp is at 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

155.  Fern reported on the programs have been developed and are 
ready to be printed.  There will be a cost statement on the agenda with 
the cost/copy.  Posters of the inductees and their bios are done and 
will be arranged on easels around the Devon Hall - these posters are to 
be taken by the inductees at the end of the day.    Capital Photographer 
will be present to take pictures at 2:30 of inductees and during the 
ceremony. Special thanks to Misty and Marilyn’s staff for all of their 
work.  Ashley Kehl will send out a press notice a few days before the 
date.  All volunteers are to be present at 2 PM to help with set-up and 
hosting responsibilities. We are asking the Commissioners and the 
Advisory Council members to stand at the back of the room.  If we see 
that there are vacant seats as the meeting begins than be seated.  
 
 Retreat:  The retreat will be in June. Rita Aragon had invited the 
Commission to her home.  During the April meeting, dates will be set. 
Major topic will be the use of the Oklahoma women’s county profile..   
Commissioners are requested to pick hard copy after the meeting.  
Misty will work with Jennifer to link the report to our website.  This 
report will also be discussed at the May regular meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fisher  moved that the retreat be 
held May 26 
Motion seconded by Nancy Smith 
After discussion, motion was 
rescinded.   

Committee Reports Incarceration Committee: Peggy Thompson announced HB 2131 
passed the house and is now in Senate.   
Health Committee:  Holly Shelton announced the work on the Better 
Bones grant activities.   
Legislative Committee:  Patty Bryant distributed a listing of legislation 
related to women and family issues. 
Leadership – no reports 

 
 
 
 
 

New Business Mary Walker, Chair has been selected as a panelist for the United 
Nations 55th Commission on the Status of Women in New York City.  
She will speak on a panel called “Bridging the gap between science, 
math and technology.”  Her sorority is assisting her with part of the 
costs of the trip.   

Fern Bowling moved that the 
Commission assist with 
conference costs for Mary Walker 
not to exceed $357. Motion 
seconded by Patty Bryant.  Motion 
carried.  



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

Announcements A number Commissioners are up for reappointment, if you need 
support please contact Mary or other members of the Executive 
Committee.   
The following Commissioners term expire as of 2011:  Patty Bryant, 
Joyce Martin, Carolyn McCarty, Patti Presley and Valerie Thompson. 

March is women’s history month….. need a press release on this.   

The husband of current NACW has died and his health/medical 
expenses were very high and the couple did not have insurance. If you 
would like to send a donation, please see national website. 

 

Please be prepared to discuss the 
County Profile.  Chriss Morris and 
Lou Kohlman are chairing a study 
group on this issue.  Will also be 
discussed at the retreat. 
 
Please be prepared to discuss the 
housing of the Hall of Fame’s 
History at the May meeting.  
Jennifer Paustenbaugh is chairing 
this committee. 

Adjournment and Next 
Meeting 

 Next meeting is April 28.   

 

 Fern Bowling moved to Adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion seconded by 
Nancy Smith.  Meeting Adjourned.  
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