
 

Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 
Kate Barnard Award Presentation 

February 24, 2011 

Commission Members Present: Rita Aragon, Patty Bryant, Fern Bowling, Rep. Lee Denney, Deena Fisher,  Catherine Haynes, Joyce 
Horton Sanders, Ashley Kehl, Rebecca Kennedy, Denise Kinzie, Lou Kohlman, Valaska Littlefield, Joyce Martin, Bernice Mitchell, Chris 
Morriss, Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Patti Presley, Nancy Rothman, Holly Shelton, Nancy Smith, Mary Walker and Adeline Yerkes 
Commissioner Members Excused: Malaka Elyazgi , Carolyn McLarty, Rep. Pam Peterson, Peggy Thompson 
Commissioner Members Absent: Devon Shannon and Valerie Thompson 
Advisory Council Members:   Kitti Asberry, Glenda Carlile, Linda Edmondson, Sheryl Lovelady, Kay Martin, Marjan Seirafi-Pour, Heather 
Simon, Correna Wilson 
 
Distinguished  Guests: Past Hall of Fame Inductees:  The Honorable Rita Aragon, Secretary of Veterans Affairs and present OCSW 
Commissioner, Suzanne Edmondson, Dr. Kay Goebel, Esther Houser, Lynn Jones, Jackie Longacre, Dr. Kay Martin, Bernice Mitchell, present 
OCSW Commissioner, Betty Price, Dr. Jeanine Rhea  

2011 inductees: Minister Chloe Brown,  Joy Culbreath, Marsha Mitchell, Ardina Moore, Dr. Cindy Ross, The Honorable Kathryn Taylor, 
former mayor of Tulsa and former Secretary of Commerce, Tourism and Workforce Development, Helen Thompson  

Women Elected Officials:  Honorable Lee Denney, State Representative District 33; Honorable Marian Cooksy, State Representative 
District 39; The Honorable Lisa Billy, State Representative, District 42, The Honorable Emily Virgin, State Representative, District 44; The 
Honorable Ann Coody, State Representative, District 64; The Honorable Jadine Nollan, State Representative, District 66;  The Honorable 
Anastasia Pittman, State Representative, District 99; The Honorable Elise Hall, State Representative, District 100, The Honorable Cindy 
Simon Rosenthal, Mayor of Norman 

The Honorable Judy Eason McIntrye, State Senator, District 11; The Honorable Susan Paddack, State Senator, District 13; The Honorable 
Kim David, State Senator, District 18; The Honorable Connie Johnson, State Senator, District 48  

Past Kate Barnard Awardees:  2009 Awardee, Judge April Sellers White, Associate District Judge of Creek County, and 2007 Awardee, The 
Honorable Jari Askins, past Lieutenant Governor and State Representative 



 
 

 

Welcome:  Mary Walker, Chair 

OCSW – OSU Partnership Presentation:  The public launch of the OSU’s Oklahoma Oral History Research Program was presented by Ms. 
Juliana Nykolaiszyn, Oral History Librarian. This Program has been engaging inductees of the Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame in oral 
history interviews. Launched in 2007, this ongoing oral history project aims to preserve the voices and experiences of inductees to the 
Oklahoma Women's Hall of Fame as designated by the Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women.  From education to law, social 
justice to the arts, Oklahoma women have and continue to make a difference in communities across the state and beyond. The goals of 
Inductees of the Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame project are three-fold: (1) To interview women who have been inducted into the 
Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame in order to record their stories and fill a gap in primary source documents concerning women in 
Oklahoma; (2) To collect and preserve original and/or copies of photographs, memorabilia, and other historical evidence of extraordinary 
women that have made significant contributions to the state of Oklahoma; (3) To provide a venue for increasing awareness of the success 
of these women by collecting, preserving, and making information about them fully accessible to scholars, researchers, and other 
interested persons. Visit the website at: www.library.okstate.edu/oralhistory/owhof 

2011 Kate Barnard Inductees:  Patrice Douglas, Mayor of Edmond and Norma L. Noble, Deputy Secretary of Commerce 

Honoree Patrice Douglas was elected mayor of Edmond, Oklahoma’s sixth largest city, in 2009. Prior to her election as mayor, Mrs. 
Douglas served as an elected representative to the Oklahoma Municipal League Board of Directors, elected Chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees of the Edmond Economic Development Authority, and on the Board of Directors of the Edmond Chamber of Commerce. Governor 
Frank Keating appointed Douglas to the Oklahoma Department of Human Services’ Board of Commissioners and Governor Brad Henry 
appointed her to the Oklahoma Commission on Teacher Preparation. Since 2008, Patrice Douglas has served as Executive Vice President 
of First Fidelity Bank. She was previously President for the Greater OKC Metro Market of Spirit Bank and Vice President and General 
Counsel for ACP Sheet Metal Company. She is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association and the Oklahoma Bankers Association. She 
received her B.A. from Oklahoma Christian University and her J.D. from Oklahoma City University. Patrice Douglas has been recognized as 
a champion of small business, Edmond’s senior citizens, literacy, stronger partnerships for early childhood education, and encouraging 
volunteerism among Edmond’s youth.  

Honoree Norma L. Noble has served as Deputy Secretary of Commerce for Workforce Development since her appointment by Governor 
Brad Henry in 2003. Prior to her appointment as Deputy Secretary, Ms Noble served as Deputy Director for Oklahoma County’s 
Department of Training & General Assistance and Director of Oklahoma County’s Workforce Investment Board. Ms Noble is a past  

http://www.library.okstate.edu/oralhistory/owhof�


 
president of Workforce Oklahoma Employment and Training and serves on the Board of Directors for the Oklahoma City YMCA and the 
Girl Scouts of Western Oklahoma. In her private life, Norma Noble is the Youth Music Coordinator for the National Missionary Baptist 
Congress and the Southwest Regional Youth Convention. She received her B.A. from Northeastern State University and holds Master’s 
degrees from Northeastern and the University of Oklahoma. Norma Noble was named as one of The Journal Record’s “50 Making a 
Difference” in 2007 and was the recipient of the Economic Development Partner of the Year Award from the Oklahoma Department of 
Rehabilitation Services. Ms Noble has been recognized for her ability to bring together people from organized labor, business, industry, 
and education to work towards common goals for the improvement and expansion of jobs and careers for Oklahoma citizens.  

Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women  
Regular Meeting 

 
Date:  February 24, 2011 
Commission Members Present: Rita Aragon, Patty Bryant, Fern Bowling, Deena Fisher, Catherine Haynes, Joyce Horton Sanders, 
Rebecca Kennedy, Denise Kinzie, Lou Kohlman, Valaska Littlefield, Joyce Martin, Bernice Mitchell, Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Nancy Rothman, 
Nancy Smith, Mary Walker and Adeline Yerkes 
Commissioner Members Excused: Rep. Lee Denney, Malaka Elyazgi, Ashley Kehl, Carolyn McLarty, Chris Morriss, Rep. Pam Peterson, 
Patti Presley, Holly Shelton, and Peggy Thompson 
Commissioner Members Absent: Risha Grant, Devon Shannon, and Valerie Thompson  
Advisory Committee Members present: Kitty Asberry, Heather Simon, Glenda Carlile, Marilyn Capps, Kay Martin, Latasha Wilson  
Staff: Misty Peters   
 

Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

Roll Call and Minutes of 
January  27, 2010 minutes 

 Quorum established. Minutes 
reviewed and approved.  
 
Lou Kohlman moved that the 
agenda be amended to cover the 
discussion on finances.  Motion 



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 
seconded by Deena Fisher.  
Motion carried.   

Financial Report 
 

The financial report provided in the packet of materials was presented 
by Marilyn Capps.  She reviewed the funding sources:  2011 
appropriations, 2010 general revenue carried forward with $12,000 
earmarked for the SIS effort, and the revolving fund. She stated that 
monies from general revenue 2010 cannot be carried forward again, 
so will be utilized first in spending, followed by the 2011 
appropriation. 2011 and 2010 general revenue appropriations were 
reduced.  7% was the reduction for 2011 or $1,242.  Agencies are to 
expect another 5% reduction for 2012. 
 
Marilyn reviewed the budgetary categories.  During the past fiscal 
year, $5,000 was utilized for administrative costs and program 
reimbursement back to OPM.  Administrative costs include utilities, 
staff costs for administrative functions, office supplies. OPM does not 
pay rent, so therefore, there are no rent charges.  Most of dollars were 
spent on OPM staff support to the Commission in the Procurement 
area.   
 
During the planning and implementation of SIS Summit, Rebecca 
Kennedy worked with Marilyn and her staff and established 
recommended procedures for requesting and procuring funds to pay 
for summit expenses.  These procedures are relevant to any type of 
Commission expenditure.   
 
Commission members discussed the potential for allocating budget for 
the administration of the Commission as well as monies for various 
standing committees.  It was suggested that 40% be allocated for 
administration and then 60% be allocated for functions such as the 
Kate Barnard Award and Luncheon, the Hall of Fame/Summit with a 
certain amount set aside for topical committee use.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca Kennedy moved that a 
subcommittee be appointed to 
review the past 5 years major 
budget categories and related 
expenditures with Marilyn Capps, 
to report back to the Commission 
with its findings, and to 



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

A second discussion was held on the housing of the hall of fame and 
the potential funding of this effort.  Rita Aragon has discussed the Hall 
of Fame residence with University of Central Oklahoma President 
Roger Webb.  He is agreeable to housing the recognition archives.  
There was also discussion on past discussions of housing the archives 
with the Oklahoma History Center in the form of a kiosk.  The paper 
archives are housed with the Department of Libraries as established 
by statute. The Women’s Research Project at OSU is also hosting Hall 
of  Fame Inductees with oral audio transcripts.  This topic needs 
further discussion on where is the most appropriate site.  

recommended a preliminary 
budget for 2012.   
Lou Kohlman seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 
 
Committee members who 
volunteered were Rebecca 
Kennedy, Lou Kohlman, Bernice 
Mitchell and Adeline Yerkes.   
 
 

History Moment Kate Barnard Award Presentation  
Reports 
Chair, Vice Chairperson, 
Secretary, Advisory 
Council Chairperson and 
NACW Representative 

Chair:  Mary Walker thanked Jennifer Paustenbaugh and her 
committee for the wonderful Kate Barnard Award and Luncheon. 
Vice Chair: Joyce Martin, reported on the Hall of Fame.  The planning 
of the event is going smoothly and is on timeline.   
Secretary: Adeline Yerkes discussed the US Office on Women’s Health 
$1000 grant award to the Commission to promote Bone Health during 
Women’s Health Week.   
Advisory Council Chair:   Fern Bowling introduced advisory council 
members.   
NACW Representative: Bernice Mitchell reported that the national 
board will be holding their board conference call later this month and 
she will report outcomes. She encouraged the development of news 
articles for the newsletter, sharing Oklahoma activities.   

 

Unfinished Business 
 
 

Hall of Fame:  The Hall of Fame is scheduled for April 7 at the 
Oklahoma History Center. The colors will be presented by a National 
Guard Honor Guard, Anita Bryant will offer a blessing, and Jane Jayore 
will sign the national anthem.  The invitations will be going out this 
next week.  The facility arrangements are made.  There are  eight 
inductees:  Dr. Laura Boyd, Chloe L. Brown, Joy D. Culbreath, Marcia J. 
Mitchell, Ardina R. Moore, Dr. Cindy Ross, Kathryn L. Taylor, and Helen 

 



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

Harrod Thompson.  
Kate Barnard Award and Luncheon: Jennifer Paustenbaugh thanked 
her committee and reported that the awardees for the Kate Barnard 
Award are Patrice Douglas, Mayor of Edmond and Norma Noble, 
Deputy Commission Oklahoma Department of Commerce.   

Committee Reports Incarceration Committee: Adeline Yerkes reported that Count the 
Cost, the continuing collaborative, is coordinating efforts of the 
various agencies and groups.  The group has begun a series of 
conference calls to facilitate this coordination effort.  
Health Committee:  Still seeking membership for the committee.  
Adeline Yerkes distributed the 2011 calendar from the National Office 
on Women’s Health.  
Legislative Committee:  Patty Bryant distributed a listing of legislation 
related to women and family issues. 

 
 
 
 
Holly Shelton and Malaka Elyazgi 
volunteered to co-chair the Health 
committee. 

New Business Mary Walker, Chair has been selected as a panelist for the United 
Nations 55th Commission on the Status of Women in New York City.  
She will speak on a panel called “ Bridging the Gap:  Science, 
Technology, Education, and Math, One Step at a Time.”    Her sorority 
is assisting her with hotel expenses.   

Fern Bowling moved that the 
Commission assist with travel and 
conference costs for Mary Walker 
not to exceed $357. Motion 
seconded by Patty Bryant.  Motion 
carried.  

Announcements  The March meeting agenda will include a discussion on the Oklahoma 
County Data Profile related to demographics and issues of women.  
Please review the data profile.   

Adjournment and Next 
Meeting 

 Next meeting is March 24.  

 

 Fern Bowling moved to Adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion seconded by 
Nancy Smith.  Motion carried. 
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