
 

Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women  
Regular Meeting 

Date:  January 27, 2011 
Commission Members Present: Rita Aragon, Fern Bowling, Malaka Elyazgi, Deena Fisher, Risha Grant, Joyce Horton Sanders, Ashley 
Kehl, Rebecca Kennedy, Denise Kinzie, Lou Kohlman, Valeska Littlefield, Carolyn McLarty, Bernice Mitchell, Chris Morriss, Jennifer 
Paustenbaugh, Patti Presley, Nancy Rothman, Holly Shelton, Nancy Smith, Peggy Thompson, Mary Walker and Adeline Yerkes 
Commissioner Members Excused: Patti Bryant, Rep. Lee Denney, Catherine Haynes, Joyce Martin, Rep. Pam Peterson,  
Commissioner Members Absent: Devon Shannon and Valerie Thompson  
Advisory Committee Members present: Kitty Asberry   
 

Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

Roll Call and Minutes of 
December 9 Retreat 
meeting  

 Quorum established. Minutes 
reviewed, corrections made.  

Financial Report The financial report provided in the packet of materials.  There was 
discussion and questions about the report. It is unclear whether we 
are being charged for the administrative costs owed to OPM.  It was 
requested that Marilyn Capps come to the next meeting and review 
budget categories and their meaning.  It was announced that we 
should anticipate another budget cut.    

Mary Walker will request that 
Marilyn come to the February 
meeting and review what the 
budget categories and meaning.  

History Moment Risha Grant was introduced as new Commissioner.  She is from Tulsa 
and is the CEO of Xposure, a diversity communications firm whose 
mission is to be the connection between minority and mainstream 
markets.   She is involved in Public Relations Society of America, 
Metropolitan Tulsa Urban League Young Professionals, YWCA of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice (OCCJ), Tulsa Sports 
Commission, Metro Tulsa Chamber of Commerce Small Business 
Council & National Association of Black Journalists. 

 



 
Agenda Topic 
 

Discussion 
 

Action Taken 
 

Reports 
Chair, Vice Chairperson, 
Secretary, Advisory 
Council Chairperson and 
NACW Representative 

Chair:  Mary Walker thanked Adeline Yerkes for conceiving and 
implementing the New Commissioner Orientation that was held this 
morning at Adeline’s home.  The food and the information were 
outstanding 
Vice Chair: Joyce Martin, Vice Chair is ill today and therefore, no 
report.  
Secretary: Adeline Yerkes thanked all of the presenters at the New 
Commissioner Orientation.  A fact sheet on women and heart disease 
was distributed for Red Dress Day, Friday February 4th.  See Attached.   
Advisory Council Chair:   Fern Bowling introduced Kitty Asberry, 
advisory council member.  Fern announced that the nominating form 
will soon be on the website. 
NACW Representative: Bernice Mitchell reported that the move to 
New Mexico for the national office has been accomplished.  Misty has 
developed a page on resources and the NACW is the first resource.  
Individual membership applications are available through this 
webpage.  

 

Unfinished Business Hall of Fame:  Denise Kinzie, Hall of Fame co-chair reported that the 
Hall of Fame planning is going well.  The Hall of Fame is scheduled for 
April 7, and we have eight inductees:  Dr. Laura Boyd, Chloe L. Brown, 
Joy D. Culbreath, Marcia J. Mitchell, Ardina R. Moore, Dr. Cindy Ross, 
Kathryn L. Taylor, and Helen Harrod Thompson.  
Kate Barnard Award and Luncheon: Jennifer Paustenbaugh reported 
that the awardees for the Kate Barnard Award are Patrice Douglas, 
Mayor of Edmond and Norma Noble, Deputy Commission Oklahoma 
Department of Commerce.  The Awards will be presented February 24 
being at 11:15 in the Blue Room of the Capital.  She thanked her 
committee members.  Invitations were sent to previous Hall of Fame 
inductees, female tribal leaders, legislators and other women agency 
directors and commissioners.  The luncheon follows on the first floor.  
Jennifer thanked Misty for all of her support in this effort.   

 

Committee Reports Incarceration Committee: Adeline Yerkes reported that Count the 
Cost, the continuing collaborative, is coordinating efforts of the 
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Action Taken 
 

various agencies and groups.  The group has begun a series of 
conference calls to facilitate this coordination effort. There will be 
several forums conducted by the Academy and dates will be sent to 
the members.   
Communications Committee:  Ashley Kehl distributed a press release 
template for use in developing press releases. Seminole Producer 
printed a nice press release on the upcoming Hall of Fame.  Oklahoma 
Magazine has offered to host articles.  February 3 is deadline for next 
issue. Send press releases directly to Ashley and she will handle with 
appropriate follow-up to Executive Committee. (attached)  
Health Committee: Mary Walker requested volunteers to chair this 
committee.  Adeline and Bernice will continue as advisors to the 
committee.  Adeline reported that the Commission was awarded a 
$1000 grant to continue efforts on bone health and osteoporosis 
prevention to be conducted in May around Women’s Health Week.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holly Shelton and Malaka Elyazgi 
volunteered to co-chair the Health 
committee 

Retreat Workshop 
Summary 

Mary Walker reflected on the Retreat Workshop and the direction of 
the membership.  It was recommended that incarceration, health and 
leadership topical committees continue, as well as building links with 
resources as another committee.   

• Lou Kohlman asked about the past project with the county by 
county survey and the data book which was the outcome.  In 
past meetings this report was discussed as to its utilization.  
She recommended that the Commission members review the 
total report and suggest 2-3 areas in which we could develop a 
report card.  Rebecca Kennedy reported that the SIS 
committee had also discussed the development of a report 
card to reflect on action taken on the state agenda.   

• There was discussion on a resource directory.  It was reported 
that the Oklahoma Women’s Coalition is working on a 
resource directory.  This type of effort could take all of our 
resources and never be finished as resources constantly 
change.  There are several other agencies with resources such 
as 211.  Misty has created a resource page with priority links 

 
 
 
 
 
Lou Kohlman and Chris Morriss 
were requested to co-chair this 
committee, to form a working 
group, and working group to 
define a clear direction for the 
topical committees and how the 
study and report card would be 
developed.   
 
March meeting would be utilized 
to make recommendations on 
topical areas for study 
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to other appropriate women’s resources and agencies.   
Announcements • Ret. Major General Rita Aragon was recognized by Mary 

Walker for her appointment as Cabinet Secretary for Military 
and Veterans Affairs.  See will oversee the employees and the 7 
long term care facilities plus will serve as liaison with all active 
military installations in Oklahoma.  She is also assisting with 
the TAP (The Appointment Project) which is being staffed by 
the Carl Albert Women in Leadership. There are over 1700 
appointments to be made.  

• Chris Morriss reported that Lyn Hester, former Commissioner 
and now Advisory Council member has resigned from Integris 
Health System and is now hosting a local television show on 
KSBI-TV The show airs at noon 

• Malaka Elyazgi asked for the commissions support to reach out 
to their legislators in regards to recent news that Muslim 
women would have to remove their head scarf for license 
photos. This is culturally insensitive.   

 

Adjournment and Next 
Meeting 

  
 
 

Patricia Presley moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  Motion 
was seconded by Joyce Horton 
Sanders.   
 
February meeting is February 24 
and the will be an abbreviated 
meeting following the Kate 
Barnard Luncheon.   
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