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Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women
December Retreat
Tulsa Oklahoma

Date: December 9, 2010

Commission Members Present: Rita Aragon, Fern Bowling, Patti Bryant, Malaska Elyazgi, Risha Grant, Catherine Haynes, Rebecca
Kennedy, Denise Kinzie, Valaska Littlefield, Joyce Martin, Bernice Mitchell, Pam Peterson, Nancy Rothman, Holly Shelton, Nancy Smith,
Peggy Thompson, Mary Walker and Adeline Yerkes

Commissioner Members Excused: Rep. Lee Denney, Deena Fischer, Joyce Horton Sanders, Ashley Kehl, Lou Kohlman, Senator Debbie
Leftwich, Carolyn McLarty, Chriss Morris, Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Patti Presley, Devon Shannon

Commissioner Members Absent: Valerie Thompson

Advisory Committee Members present: Marilyn Capps, Claudean Reynolds, Heather Simon, Latasha Wilson
Guest: Angie Bowkie

Agenda Topic Discussion Action Taken
Roll Call and Minutes of Quorum established. Minutes approved.
November 18t meeting
Financial Report Marilyn Capps provided information that the SIS Summit

balance is $12,000.
Committee Reports and SIS - Incarceration Committee is a committee dedicated to Rebecca announced her resignation as
On-going Business assisting an oppressed people: women incarcerated. A year ago | Chairperson of the Incarceration

the Commission agreed to make this issue a priority and all Committee but will continue serving on

topical committees would support effort. The effortincluded a the committee. Mary Walker

summit with an action plan. The summit occurred April 30 with | announced that Adeline Yerkes and
collaborative partners: Oklahoma Department of Corrections Peggy Thompson will share lead as co-
and the Oklahoma Women’s Coalition. The Action Plan was chairpersons.

developed by this collaborative partnership through a Blue
Ribbon Committee. During the Summit, it was agreed upon by
those attendees to develop an enlarged non-partisan
partnership including the sponsors and others actively involved
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Discussion

Action Taken

in incarceration issues to activate the plan.

Action Plan posted on website in September. The SIS committee
determined need to wait for statewide dissemination until after
the election so that new legislative members would be
introduced to issues and strategies. Action Plan has been sent to
attendees electronically. Legislation to receive copies of plan
during December.

During this time between the Summit and now, the partners
have been a “Quiet phase” - that is lining up other partners
which includes Academy of Goals, Complex Dialogue, Kaiser
Foundation, Saxum PR, Oklahoma Institute of Child Advocacy,
Oklahoma Christian University to form a collaborative council,
with defacto leaders, consensus building on directions and
naming the collaborative partnership: “Count the Cost.” This
group is currently focusing on developing and disseminating
messages on the costs of incarcerations.

Health Committee - reported that a grant has been submitted to
]JSI - Office on Women'’s Health to conduct two activities:
continue focus on osteoporosis with reach to tween and their
adult support systems for $1,000 and also for heart attack
awareness with early response for $5,000.

Kate Barnard Luncheon is scheduled for February 24t Latasha
Wilson reported for Jennifer. She dissemination the nomination
form and the deadline for nominations is January 7t. This
year the Kate Barnard Luncheon is again partnering with OSU
and their Women'’s Oral History Project. This project is
interviewing all of the past Hall of Fame Inductees, the past
inductees have been invited to attend the Kate Barnard
Luncheon for recognition and a group photo. To be nominated
for the award, must be a current elected or appointed public

Deadline for Nominations for the
Kate Barnard Award is January 7.
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official but not an OCSW commissioner.

Hall of Fame - deadline for nominations is December 20. Rita
Aragon reported that both Jane Jayroe and Anita Bryant will be
present and entertain. Rita also reported that University of
Central Oklahoma President Roger Webb has stated that the
University would be honored to host the Hall of Fame archives.
Hall of Fame is set for April 7 at the Oklahoma History Center.

Deadline for nominations for the
Hall of Fame is December 20

Other Business

Congratulations given to Rita Aragon who has been
nominated as the Cabinet Secretary for Veterans Affairs.
Mary thanked all who attended the Angie Debo
dedication.

January 27 meeting is set for new commissioner
orientation.

January 27 is New Commissioner
Orientation 9:30 to noon

Announcements

Bernice Mitchell announced that the National
Association is changing its membership application
forms to be electronic. Both the individual and affiliate
memberships will be changed. She will have Misty post
various membership forms on our website as completed.
Individual membership registration fee is $50 per
calendar year. The national convention is planned for
Phoenix, AZ in July 2011.

Heather Simon introduced guest: Angie Bowkie
Resonance is the recipient organization for our
individual holiday contributions. A total of $228 will be
donated.

Adjournment and Next
Meeting

Next meeting is January 27t with New
Commissioner Orientation (9:30 to 1)
followed by Regular Meeting (1:30-
3:30)
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