
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 
Retreat Minutes -June 25, 2009  

Peggy V. Helmerich Browsing Room, Edmon Low Library, Oklahoma State University 

 

The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women met Thursday, June 25, 2009, in the Peggy V. Helmerich Browsing 
Room, Edmon Low Library, Oklahoma State University. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Mary Walker, Vice Chair. 

Roll Call: Roll was called by Lou Kohlman, Secretary. 

Commissioners Present:  Fern Bowling, Patty Bryant, Bob Darcy, Lee Denney, Lyn Hester, Kathryn Jones, Rebecca 
Kennedy, Lou Kohlman, Debbe Leftwich, Joyce Martin, Pat Martin, Carolyn McLarty, Bernice Mitchell, Anita Norman, 
Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Pam Peterson, Patricia Presley, Nancy Rothman, and Mary Walker 

Commissioners Excused:  Deena Fisher, Sally Frasier, Catherine Haynes, Ashley Kehl, Denise Kenzie, Lou Kerr, Chris 
Morris, Jilda Motley, and Claudean Reynolds 

Commissioners Absent: Toni Calvey and Valerie Thompson 

Advisory Council Members Present:  Kate Blalack, Heather Simon, Latasha Wilson, Dr. Esther Winterfeldt, Adeline 
Yerkes, and Tya Smith (staff) 

Visitors Present:  Dr. Laura Pittman 

Minutes:  The minutes of the May 28, 2009, meeting of the OCW were approved as corrected (Dr. Mary Zoe Baker 
rather than Dr. Mary Lou Baker and corrected spelling of endocrinologist)(motion, Patty Bryant; second, Jennifer 
Paustenbaugh). 

Reports:  

Chair:  Mary Walker conveyed Chair Chris Morriss’s apologies  for her absence and referred Commissioners to Chair 
Morriss’s email thanking them for the past year.  Lou Kohlman presented a summary of the Draft 2009 Annual Report 
and asked for additions and corrections.  (NOTE:  An official copy of the 2009 Annual Report as submitted to the 
appointing authorities will be on file in the OCSW office.) 

Vice Chair: Mary Walker thanked Commissioners and in particular her mentors throughout the past year. 

Secretary:  Lou Kohlman thanked members for the opportunity to serve and thanked Chris Morriss and Mary Walker.  

Advisory Council: In the absence of Jilda Motley, Chair, the report was presented by Adeline Yerkes, Vice-Chair, who 
noted that they are working on a current list of Advisory Council members.  Debbe Leftwich nominated Kitty Asberry for 
membership on the Advisory Council.  The motion was seconded by Bernice Mitchell and passed.  Patty Presley 
nominated Dr.Laura Pittman for membership on the Advisory Council.  The motion was seconded by Rebecca Kennedy 
and passed.  

NACW Representative:  Bernice Mitchell submitted a written report and gave an oral summary of the report.  The 
NACW Board met in Rockville, MD, on April 23-24, 2009, and by conference call on May 16, 2009.  The NACW will hold a 
webcast conference in July 2009.  Commissioner Mitchell will continue to represent Oklahoma on the NACW Board.  She 
noted that she had had the opportunity to speak with the Executive Director and assistant for the White House Council 
of Women and Girls and noted that they are eager to work with the NACW and its members.  She later spoke with 
Dolores Bischoff of the Labor Department’s Dallas Regional Office.  That office is also eager to work with our 
commission.  Nine commissioners or Advisory Council members are individual members of the NACW and all are 
encouraged to join. 



Election of Officers:   

Jennifer Paustenbaugh, chair of the Nominating Committee, conducted the election process. Commissioners Lou 
Kohlman and Mary Walker, candidates for Chair, briefly spoke.  Elections were held by signed, written ballots. Other 
candidates included:  Vice-Chair, Lyn Hester; Secretary, Kathryn Jones; Advisory Council Chair, Joyce Martin; and 
Nominating Committee, Denise Kinzie and Rebecca Kennedy. 

Before the elections were held, Kathryn Jones, candidate for Secretary, recused herself from the Nominating 
Committee, and Fern Bowling agreed to join the committee and help tally the ballots. 

After the commissioners had voted and submitted their ballots to the committee, the committee tallied the ballots, and 
Paustenbaugh submitted the following report: 

 18 commissioners present at the time of the election 
 18 ballots completed 
 Mary Walker received 14 votes.  Lou Kohlman received 4 votes. 
 
Mary Walker thanked commissioners for electing her to the position of Chair of the Commission and noted that Lou 
Kohlman will continue working hard as a commissioner.  She then thanked Joyce Martin for her leadership with the Hall 
of Fame event.  Joyce noted that serving as co-chair had been an honor. 
 
Jennifer Paustenbaugh then introduced the other newly elected officers and congratulated them.  

Report on Female Offender Report:  Patricia Presley introduced Dr. Laura J. Pittman, Deputy Director, Divison of Female 
Offender Operations. Dr.  Pittman reviewed her responsibilities in her position and noted that her goal is that in 5 years, 
Oklahoma will not be #1 in the number of women incarcerated and in 10 years, Oklahoma will be at the national average 
in the number of women incarcerated.  She also reviewed the document, “Presentation for the Oklahoma Commission 
on the Status of Women Retreat,” which had been distributed to commissioners 

Following Dr. Pittman’s presentation, Rebecca Kennedy reviewed the commission’s previous “work” on this topic and 
shared her belief that now is the time for action to achieve the goals Dr. Pittman outlined.  She referenced the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education’s Brain Gain 2010 model which could be replicated by the commission.  
Components needed include:  studies on the economic impact, public opinion; involvement of faith-based organizations; 
inventory of all groups working on this issue; review of the already accumulated data. A summit would be held in March 
2010 with the focus of introducing a campaign to achieve the previously stated goals. She suggested that a portion of 
each commission meeting to devoted to subcommittees working on this topic.  A motion was made by Patty Bryant that 
the commission adopt the plan as presented and move forward with its implementation.  The motion was seconded by 
Fern Bowling and passed.   

Announcements: 

 Pam Peterson updated the commission on a campaign to reduce human trafficking and noted that she has 
given a DVD on the subject to Mary Walker and a member of the FBI is available to talk to the Commission 
re/ this subject. 

 Adeline Yerkes reviewed a survey related to women’s health agenda.  Members discussed the possibility of 
it being posted on the website. 

 A motion was made by Bob Darcy and seconded by Jennifer Paustenbaugh for the Commission to spend up 
to $250.00 to subscribe to an interactive survey service.  The motion passed (Commissioners Debbe Leftwich 
and Pam Peterson abstained). 

 Bob Darcy announced that he and Jennifer Paustenbaugh will be meeting, June 26, 2009,  with Rotary 
district governors to discuss a partnership fighting infant mortality.  Commissioners are welcome to attend. 

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 


