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Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

January 24, 2008, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Room 534A, State Capitol Building 

 
The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women met in Room 534A of the State 
Capitol Building on January 24, 2008.  Chair Chris Morriss called the meeting to order at 
xx p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Patty Bryant, Lyn Hester, Kathy Jones, Lou Kerr, Lou 
Kohlman, Debbe Leftwich, Joyce Martin, Pat Martin, Bernice Mitchell, Chris Morris, 
Jilda Motley, Anita Norman, Mary Walker, Ginny Wilson 
 
Commissioners Excused: Toni Calvey, Bob Darcy, Lee Denney, Sally Frasier, Vicki 
French, Denise Kinzie, Rebecca Kennedy, Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Pam Peterson, Patricia 
Presley, Margaret Swimmer, Valerie Thompson 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Catherine Haynes, Claudean Reynolds 
 
Advisory Council Members Present:  Deena Fisher, Fern Bowling, Kathy Huston, 
Heather Simon, Mariah Thompson, Marilyn Capps, Glenda Carlile, Greta Stewart, Gloria 
Birdine, Leslie Thomas.  Adeline Yerkes. Jean Warner, Latasha Wilson.Suzanne 
Edmondson  Tya Smith (Staff) 
 
Visitors Present:   
 
Women’s History Moment:  During the Kate Barnard luncheon we heard from and 
about Kate Barnard.  
 
Roll Call:  Secretary Lou Kohlman called the roll and noted that fourteen (14) 
Commissioners and fourteen (14) Advisory Council members were present.  The 
Commissioners present constituted a quorum. 
 
Minutes of November 29, 2007 Meeting: The Minutes were approved as amended. 
 
Reports 
 
Chair:  The Chair suggested that the Commission revive the suggested committee to 
develop policies which will standardize and regularize benchmarks for funding requests.  
Until this may be done, the Executive Committee will meet, study and consider any 
requests for funds, along with OPM representatives and other Commission members as 
may be appropriate, and report as the request is brought before the full Commission.  
During the last fiscal year the Commission voted to fund a research project by the 
Citizen’s Policy Center.  Lou Kohlman was the liaison on this project.  She reported that 
the project appears to be ongoing, but is not active.  She has emphasized that the former 
funding vote has expired, and the organization needs to come before the Commission 



 2 

before any future funding request may be considered.  It was noted that New Leadership 
has not yet appeared before the Commission to request a donation for this year. 
 Commissioners discussed the necessity for documentation and paperwork 
supporting any funding request.  In addition we must be certain that the request supports 
the Commission’s mission. 
 We have received a request for information from the National law project??? 
regarding any women’s health projects or programs the Commission may have.  The 
Chair suggested that the Health Committee discuss and answer this question. 
 The Chair announces that Bernice Mitchell was honored by the Stillwater Mayor 
and given the Martin Luther King Jr. Outstanding Leader Award on January 21, 2008.   
 
Vice Chair:  There was no report. 
 
Secretary:  There was no report. 
 
Advisory Council Chair:  There was no report. 
 
NACW Representative:  Bernice Mitchell notes that our national dues have been paid.  
She announced that individual associate memberships are available for $50, and 
encouraged Commissioners and Advisory Council members to join.  The deadline for this 
year’s dues is January 1st.   Commissioner Mitchell, who chairs the NACW Nominating 
Committee, will have a conference call soon and is working on other reports.  The Chair 
urges everyone to consider going to the NACW conference in Albuquerque in July. 
 
Financial Report:  Elda Walker gave the financial report.  She noted that the 
Commission has yet to vote to fund several projects included within the budget line. 
 
Unfinished Business – Events 
 
Review of 2008 Upcoming Legislative Session:  Senator Leftwich discussed several 
bills which might be of interest to the Commission.  Some were carried over from last 
year, including:  SB14, a colon cancer screening bill; SB13, creating a Department of 
Aging; SB459 and another bill as yet unnumbered for VESA, Victims Economic Safety 
& Security Act; SB 667, requiring pharmacists to put purpose or use of medication on 
labels; SB 114, domestic violence 1st offense as a felony; SB 1539, exempt sales tax on 
hearing aids and eyeglasses; SB 1540, exempt retirement income, including retirement 
benefits, from taxation.  Other domestic violence bills, without bill numbers, deal with 
batterer’s programs and sentencing, and with GPS devices for perpetrators.  She is 
introducing a bill to reinstate drivers license programs in public schools.  She also has a 
bill to expand the prisoners’ community works program.  SB 1729 relates to custody and 
visitation guidelines. 
 The Chair noted that Representative Peterson appears to have filed several bills 
dealing with custody, domestic violence, and other issues of interest to the Commission. 
 The Chair suggests that perhaps Commissioners could have a presentation on how 
to electronically find and track bills on the legislative web site.  That site address is 
www.lsb.state.ok.us.  Commissioners agreed that it would be a public service to either 

http://www.lsb.state.ok.us/�
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link to this site, or put its address on our Website, and encourage visitors to our site to 
check and track bills of interest to them.   
 
Kate Barnard Luncheon Evaluation: The Chair and Commission agreed that the 
luncheon went well.  Lou Kohlman asked for any comments or criticism to go to the 
Leadership Committee.  Senator Leftwich suggested, with agreement from Leadership 
Committee members, that the Commission might consider moving the luncheon to 
February. 
 
2008 Women’s Summit Report:  Deena Fisher reported on the Summit progress.  The 
planning committee discovered that the History Center is not large enough to 
accommodate the Summit’s needs, and booked meeting rooms at the State Capitol for 
Friday, April 25, 2008.  The other feasible option would be to use the Marriott on the 
Northwest Expressway.  Commissioners agreed that the Capitol is the preferable venue.  
The Summit has adopted the scissortail for an art theme, and the theme is Rising Up to 
Be the Best.  The Commission went over the draft agenda prepared by the Planning 
Commission.   
 The Planning Committee also is exploring the option of a pre-Summit reception 
on Thursday April 24th.  This would be at the Governor’s Mansion, and could follow a 
regular Commission meeting on Thursday.  This would be a separate budget item, unless 
we can find a sponsor.  The Commission agreed to wait until February to discuss the 
timing of the April meeting. 
 The Planning Committee will present a proposed budget to the Commission for a 
vote at the February meeting.  The Commission will assist the committee in approaching 
potential donors who may underwrite portions of the Summit. 
 All future Summit planning committee meetings will be at 10:00 a.m. on the day 
of the Commission meetings, and everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Business – Topical Committees: 
 
Leadership Committee:  There was no report. 
 
Women’s Health Committee:  There was no report.  Adeline Yerkes reminded 
Commissioners and Advisory Council members that next Friday, February 1, 2008, is Go 
Red day, and the entire month of February is Heart Month. 
 
Women Incarcerated Committee:  Suzanne Edmondson had handouts for members of 
this committee.  
 
Announcements:  Jean Warner announced the League of Women Voters day at the 
Capitol, with lobbying and legislative how-to sessions, next Wednesday, January 30, 
2008, at the Capitol.  Lyn Hester noted that there will be a free-prescription clinic 
opening at Good Shepherd church in downtown Oklahoma City. Gloria Birdine 
announced that an art exhibit, “Celebrating the Arts”, will be presented as part of the 
OSU Black History events, Wednesday February 6, 2008, in the Student Union Atrium 
Area, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  Also, on March 12, 2008, Bernice Mitchell, 
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Jennifer Paustenbaugh and Kathy Huston, will do a presentation on osteoporosis from 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Student Union Building Room 415. 
 
Next meeting:  February 28, 2008, 1:30 p.m., in Room 108 in the State Capitol.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  Lou Kerr moved, and Patty Bryant seconded the 
motion. 
 
Votes taken:  There were no motions voted on during this meeting. 


