
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

October 26, 2006, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Office of Personnel Management, Room G91 

 
The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women met in Room G91 of the Office of 
Personnel Management on October 26, 2006.  Chair Jennifer Paustenbaugh called the 
meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Bob Darcy, Sally Frasier, Vicki French, Catherine Haynes, 
Kathryn Jones, Lou Kerr, Lou Kohlman, Debbe Leftwich, Pat Martin, Bernice Mitchell, 
Chris Morriss, Jilda Motley, Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Patricia Presley, Claudean Reynolds, 
Marlene Smith, Margaret Swimmer, Valerie Thompson, Mary Walker, Ginny Wilson 
 
Commissioners Excused:  Denise Kinzie, Anita Norman, Sheila Sheaman, Renita 
Shofner 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Betty Boyd, Marilyn Ehlers, Rebecca Kennedy, Rowena 
Ogden, Janelle Walker, Christie Woodson 
 
Advisory Council Members Present:  Marilyn Capps, Glenda Carlile, Donna Lawrence, 
Linda Parker, Greta Shepard Stewart, Leslie Thomas, Jean Warner, Latasha Wilson 
(Staff), Adeline Yerkes 
 
Visitors Present:  Gloria Burdine, Deena Fisher, Gayla Machell, Liliana Rogers 
 
Women’s History Moment:  Donna Lawrence of the Advisory Council talked about the 
pioneer woman, exemplified by the Pioneer Woman statue in Ponca City, who sacrificed 
for her family, endured pain and suffering, and set an example for us all. 
 
Roll Call:  Secretary Lou Kohlman called the roll and noted that twenty (20) 
Commissioners, eight (8) Advisory Council members, and four guests were present.  The 
Commissioners present constituted a quorum. 
 
Minutes of September 28, 2006 Meeting: The Minutes were approved, motion by Bob 
Darcy, second by Valerie Thompson. 
 
Guest presentation:  Gayla Machell, from Legal Aid of Oklahoma, spoke to the 
Commission about the Oklahoma Women’s Justice Project.  The Project is reviewing all 
major areas of state law to see whether the laws negatively impact the lives of Oklahoma 
women and girls.  The review includes examination of legislative language and 
interpretation, including statutes, court opinions, and attorney general opinions.  The 
project will result in a final report, to be widely disseminated in print and on the Internet.  
The project may eventually extend to tracking pending legislation. 
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Reports: 
 
Chair:  Marilyn Capps and the Chair presented a summary of the budget request for 
fiscal year 2008.  This has been submitted to the legislature.  The major change was a 
request for one full-time employee.  Currently we have a single part-time staff person.  
This staffing level is no longer adequate for the Commission’s activities.  The second 
change addresses needed increased funding for the Women’s Summit and travel needs.  
Currently the Summit funding is tenuous, requiring the Commission to seek in-kind 
donations for printing and similar services, and those donations are not always given.  In 
addition, the past two Summits have been partially financed by carryover funds, and we 
do not expect to have carryover funds available to fund the Summit next year.  In 
addition, the Commission’s travel expenditures have grown as the Commission becomes 
more active and has an award-winning national profile.  This increase will be particularly 
important if we succeed in bringing the SWIPS conference to Oklahoma in 2008.  We 
expect to exhaust our carryover funds, and, without additional funding, will have 
significantly less funds to expend on ongoing and new projects in FY2008.  The Chair 
and Marilyn Capps will present this during the budget process.  Lou Kerr moved to 
approve the budget as presented and send it forward, and Bob Darcy seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with no opposition, Debbe Leftwich abstaining. 
 
Marilyn Capps presented the financial report as of September 30.  The budget balance is 
at about $38,000.  After encumbrances, the Commission has approximately $19,500 to 
spend.  We have $11,000 in revolving fund carryover this year, and anticipate spending 
this. 
 
The Chair presented the projected FY2007 budget, focusing on funds the Commission 
has committed or may commit.  We have committed $5000 to the Women’s Hall of 
Fame.  We have committed $750 to the Women’s Health Forum.  We will commit funds 
to the Kate Bernard Luncheon, which cost approximately $900 last year.  We will hold 
the Retreat in June; last year’s expense was $400.  We have regularly sent 
Commissioners to the SWIPS conference and the NACW conference.  In the past we 
have committed $5000 to New Leadership, and may wish to do so again.  We have 
promotional and administrative expenses.  The balance of these events and activities, if 
funded at last year’s expenses, amount to $12,127.24.  We will also have NACW dues to 
pay.   
 
Lou Kohlman moved to authorize funding for the NACW dues, at $275.  Bob Darcy 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with no opposition, Debbe Leftwich abstaining. 
 
Sally Frasier moved to authorize funding of $5000 for the NEW Leadership program, to 
help fund a staffer as we have in the past.  Chris Morriss seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with no opposition, Debbe Leftwich abstaining. 
 
The Chair presented a proposal from Susan Hardy Brooks from the Citizens Policy 
Center.  Ms. Hardy Brooks initially gave the Commission a proposal in May.  
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Subsequently the CPC met with the Oklahoma Women’s Foundation, reformulated the 
proposal, and, after contact with the members of the Commission’s Women in Leadership 
topical committee, re-submitted it.  The project now focuses on stimulating economic 
development through entrepreneurship and business development, with an emphasis on 
the status of women in business development.  The CPC hopes that the Commission will 
lend its support and influence to the project.  Should the Commission wish to support the 
project, we may authorize money specifically with a finite date of completion.  After 
discussion, Marlene Smith moved that the Commission provide support to the CPC with 
up to $5000 to fund a Commission staff project researcher, specifying funds are to be 
expended by the end of the fiscal year 2007.  Claudean Reynolds seconded the motion.  
The motion passed with fourteen Commissioners voting yes, one voting no, Debbe 
Leftwich and Bob Darcy abstaining.   
 
Vice Chair:  Catherine Haynes gave a report on the Hall of Fame.  The nominating 
packets have been distributed.  The Hall of Fame committee will be meeting today.  All 
nominations must be postmarked, faxed or stamped by November 9; the date of 
submission must be on the package.  The selection committee members will review the 
nominations and plan to select the honorees by the end of November. 
 
Secretary:  There was no report. 
 
Advisory Council Chair:  Jilda Motley nominated Dr. Deena Fisher to serve on the 
Advisory Council.  Dr. Fisher was proposed by Kathryn Jones.  Jilda Motley moved to 
accept Dr. Fisher as an Advisory Council member, and Mary Walker seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed without opposition.  If any Commissioner wants an Advisory 
Council nominating form to propose new members, please contact Latasha Wilson at 
office.   
 
Financial Report:  This was presented along with the report of the Chair.   
 
Topical Committee Reports: 
 
Women in Leadership Committee:  The Kate Barnard lunch will be on Thursday, 
January 25, 2007, at the State Capitol.  The Committee will work with the office to 
secure an appropriate room for the luncheon and meeting.  The Committee will ask Dr. 
Anne Morgan to speak, with Dr. Joe Anna Hibler if Dr. Morgan is unavailable.  Noting 
that last year’s expense was approximately $830, and the trophy expense rises each year, 
Committee chair Chris Morriss asked for authorization of expense up to $1000.  Ginny 
Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition, Debbe Leftwich 
abstaining.  The award selection committee includes Kathryn Jones, Chris Morriss, and 
Patti Presley. 
 
Women’s Health Committee:  The Women’s Health Forum will be at the Oklahoma 
History Center on November 13, 2006, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The Forum will 
feature the Healthy Bones osteoporosis project.  A health nurse will do demonstration 
bone density tests.  Commissioners will receive health questionnaires in advance.  
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Commissioners who are interested in having a bone density test should complete the 
questionnaire and bring it to the meeting.  The Commission previously approved funding 
for this event; cost to the Commission for lunch is $11.75 per person.  After lunch, 
Advisory Council member Dr. Adeline Yerkes, Chief of the State Health Department 
Chronic Disease Service, will speak.  The Health Department, partnering with other 
organizations, wants to have statewide women’s health forums in non-metro areas.  The 
Health Department hopes to partner with the Commission on these projects.  The 
Oklahoma Primary Care Association, headed by Advisory Council Member Greta 
Shepherd Steward, is a partner in the projects.  The Committee also is considering a 
larger event in May, which is osteoporosis month.   
 
Projects:   
 
Pat Martin gave a status report on the SWIPS conference donation planning.  The process 
is proceeding. 
 
December meeting:  Dates and locations are being considered.  They may include the 
University of Tulsa, the Morton Comprehensive Health Center, TCCC, and other 
locations.  Tulsa Commissioners will finalize these plans. 
 
Jilda Motley invited everyone to the Tulsa Ballet, celebrating its 50-year anniversary and 
as part of the Centennial Celebration, to two events.  The first, in November, includes 
Oklahoma Suite dances from the musical “Oklahoma”.  The second, in April 2007, 
includes the ballet “Swan Lake”.  For more information, contact Richard Lane at 
Richard.Lane@tulsaballet.org., phone number 918-392-5910. 
 
Debbe Leftwich invited Commissioners to the swearing-in ceremony for the Legislature 
at the State Capitol November 16. 
 
Next meeting:  November 13, 2006, 1:00 p.m., at the Oklahoma History Center.  The 
Women’s Health Forum will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Members wishing to 
attend the luncheon should RSVP to the office. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 
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