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January 26,2006 

 
The Oklahoma Commission on the status of Women met in room 412C of the State 
Capitol on January 26, 2006.  Chair Presley called the meeting to order at 2:00pm. 
 
Commissioners Present: Bob Darcy; Marilyn Ehlers; Sally Frasier; Catherine Haynes; 
Kathryn Jones; Rebecca Kennedy; Lou Kerr; Denise Kinzie; Debbe Leftwich; Bernice 
Mitchell; Jilda Motley; Anita Norman; Jennifer Paustenbaugh; Patricia Presley; Marlene 
Smith; Margaret Swimmer; Mary Walker; Ginny Wilson;  and, Christie Woodson. 
 
Commissioners Excused: Vicki French; Pat Martin; Claudean Reynolds; and, Renita 
Shofner. 
 
Commissioners Absent: Betty Boyd; Kipp Crutchfield; Angela Monson; Rita Newton; 
Rowena Ogden; Sheila Sheaman; and, Janelle Walker. 
 
Advisory Council Members Present: Amy Bahora; Marilyn Capps; Fern Bowling; 
Chris Morriss; and, Lou Kohlman. 
 
Guests Present: Jorja Jacobs and Leslie Thomas. 
 
Welcome and Introductions: Chair Presley welcomed those present and asked for 
introductions. 
 
Women’s History Moment: Bernice Mitchell cited Kate Barnard and the luncheon 
which preceded the meeting as sufficing for the Women’s History Moment. She also 
mentioned General Rita Aragon who was recently promoted from Brigadier General to 
Major General. 
 
Minutes of December Meeting: The minutes of the December meeting were accepted as 
printed with one correction—Denise Kinzie was an excused absence. 
 
Roll Call: Secretary Smith called the roll and declared a quorum.  Present were 19 
Commissioners; 5 Advisory Council Members; and 2 guests. 
 
Reports: Chair Presley declared the Kate Barnard luncheon a success as it was well 
attended, had a good program, and a great meal.  She expressed thanks to Kathryn Jones. 
 
The Vice Chair, Secretary, and Advisory Council Chair had no reports. 
 
Unfinished Business/Ongoing Business: 
 Committee Assignments 
  Women Incarcerated-- Anita Norman and Debbe Leftwich reported that 
the Departments of Human Services and Corrections in reviewing what is happening to 



the children of incarcerated parents stated that Phase I, II, and II of the reports are now in 
print. Recommendations taken from the study will be reviewed to determine what can be 
done in Oklahoma.  Bernice Mitchell and Anita Norman attended a workshop on 
“Reentry into Society” on December 19. The next meeting is February 21 and 22 at the 
Sheridan Center in Midwest City and will focus on sex offenders.  It is no cost and 
CEU’s are available. 
  
 Financial Report: Marilyn Capps distributed the Budget Progress Report and 
gave an overview of the financial status which revealed little activity in December.  The 
January budget will reveal expenditures for the printing of the almanac and the hiring of 
temporary employees. 
 
 Projects: Lou Kohlman announced a Summit meeting immediately following the 
OCSW meeting. She stated that the format is down for the Summit and that breakout 
sessions will focus on the standing committees of the Commission.  The theme for the 
Summit is “Women Change Oklahoma.” The Plenary Sessions will focus on health, the 
work of the Commission, and leadership.  Major General Aragon is willing and eager to 
participate in the Summit. Fran Bowling is in charge of exhibitors.  Let her know if you 
are aware of women’s groups who could, should, would contribute as exhibitors. 
 
Bob Darcy reported that the almanac is done, and a reception and book signing will 
follow the meeting. 
 
 Attendance Policy: Debbe Leftwich distributed proposed changes to the 
attendance policy.  After much discussion, Commissioner Leftwich proposed that a copy 
of the proposed changes be sent to the Commissioners for action at the next meeting. 
 
Other Business Unforeseen at Time of Posting: Kathryn Jones was responsible for 
obtaining acrylic coasters which were distributed to every legislator along with a 
statement of purpose for the Commission. These were delivered by Commissioners. 
 
Announcements: Leslie Thomas resigned.  She will work for the Oklahoma Democratic 
Party.  An interview for her replacement is scheduled for Friday, January 27. Ginny 
Wilson expressed appreciation for the work that Leslie has done for the Commission.  
Leslie will be available to mentor her replacement. 
 
Notices for The Southern Women in Leadership Conference will be sent out soon. 
 
Next Meeting: February 23, 2006.  State Capitol Building, Room 419C. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:47pm.  All were invited to the Almanac and Poster signing. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marlene Smith, Secretary 
 
 


