[image: image1.png]



CENTRAL OFFICE

                                                                                            EASTERN DIVISION

901 N. Stonewall

                                                                                            1115 West 17th St.

Oklahoma City, OK 73117

                                                                                            Tulsa, OK 74107

Tel: (405) 239-7141

                                                                                            Tel: (918) 582-0985

Fax: (405) 239-2430

                                                                                            Fax: (918) 585-1549

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

BOARD OF MEDICOLEGAL INVESTIGATIONS


Board of Medicolegal Investigations

Regular  Meeting
Board Meeting Agenda tc \l1 "Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.

Location Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK 7317, 405-239-7141

In conformity with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, advance notice of this meeting was transmitted to

the Oklahoma Secretary of State on Friday, December 2, 2011 at 1:43 PM and public notice of this meeting, together with the agenda, was posted in prominent public view on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK and on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Eastern Division, 1115 W. 17th, Tulsa .a t 1:23  p.m. September 11, 2012.
The Board may discuss and take action on any item listed on the Agenda.

Members Present: Mr. Chris Ferguson, Dr. Barbara Bane, Mr. Charlie Curtis, Mr. Rocky McElvany, 

Dr. Michael Ogle, Dr. Eric Pfeifer.

Members Absent: Mr. Thomas Mortensen, Dr. Karlis Sloka, Dr. Doug Stewart

Others Present:  Amy Elliott (OCME), Kari Learned (OCME), Geoff Long (OAG), Timothy Dwyer (OCME), Erin Brockman (eCapitol), and Bruce Walker (DPS)

Mr. Ferguson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  Roll was called and a quorum was established. 

Mr. McElvany motioned to adopt the minutes from the August 9, 2012 meeting.  Mr. Curtis seconded the motion.  Roll was called and all were in favor.

Dr. Pfeifer provided an update on financials and discussed the new 7 year pay structure for Agency employees which is PMP driven. The continuation of this will be dependant on the fees being raised. Mr. Ferguson asked if Investigators receive a pay increase once they obtain ABMDI certification.  Dr. Pfeifer responded that they are given a $150.00 per month raise once this is achieved. 

Dr. Pfeifer announced with the recruitment of staff, Dr. Susan Venuti will be joining us in Oklahoma City in October.  Dr. Wiens will join us in Tulsa at the beginning of the next fiscal year and another pathologist has agreed to take a position in Tulsa.  We will then be at a critical point once all vacant positional have been filled, we will be out of money and space.  Mr. Ferguson asked if there would be a problem with space in the morgue with the new staff added.  Dr. Pfeifer explained with additional staff, this would allow the pathologists to spend time in their office completing case paperwork. 

Dr. Pfeifer’s goals for the next year will be to complete the cases he inherited from Tulsa and continue to practice as a forensic pathologist.  With the Directors of UCO and OSU Forensic Science Institutes we want to have a formalized death scene investigator curriculum. We currently have two in house which are interested in pursuing this.  Mr. Ferguson asked if we are fostering the same relationship with OSU in Tulsa on the same campus as the
Medical Examiner’s office.  Dr. Pfeifer responded that we do have the same relationship with UCO and OSU.  He then explained if we have a 2 semester training course that will give the students 640 hours of training which is enough for them to sit for their ABMDI certification.

Our case database programmer is working on a touch screen data entry program for autopsies which will save our transcription staff millions of keystrokes.  We anticipate this being completed within the next six months. We will

not use voice recognition because of the background noise in the morgue, however, there will be a free text field to enter case specific notes.

Mr. Curtis asked about the budget for next year. Dr. Pfeifer has not formalized anything yet and does not plan on requesting additional appropriations for the coming year, but will for the 2014-2015.  Currently, we have enough money for the physicians and to purchase equipment.  Once we are looking at a new building or refurbishing Tulsa we will need to ask for additional funding. 

Mr. Ferguson announced that we have not received a response from Senator Anderson’s office regarding the interim study.  There was no other discussion on this subject.

Mr. Ferguson advised we are still waiting on the AG’s opinion which Senator Anderson’s office submitted regarding funding of a new Medical Examiner’s facility. 

Mr. McElvany updated the Board with the progress he has made with the committee on Permanent Rules for FY13.  He has worked with his staff on scheduling a timeline for deadlines as we get ready for the upcoming legislative session. He would like to share this information with the Board in October. Mr. McElvany asked Mr. Curtis for his help on this committee.  He would like to visit with Dr. Pfeifer prior to the next Board meeting to see if there are additional rules we need to pursue.  We need to develop an author as we propose moving this forward and would like to discuss this at the October Board meeting as well.

Mr. Mortensen is not in attendance today, however, Mr. Ferguson advised Mr. Mortensen is already working on a few Statute changes.  Mr. Ferguson asked Dr. Ogle to assist on this committee and Dr. Ogle agreed.

Mr. Long advised that the responses for Motion for Summary Judgments were due today.  Currently the AG’s office is asking the Judge to clarify how to analyze the First Amendment under State Law.  We are also waiting on the Judge to rule on the Motions for Summary Judgment which may be within the next month.  The trial is currently set for November. The timeline may change depending on any possible appellate work which would need to be done after Motion for Summary Judgment.  

Mr. Curtis motioned to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing the continued employment, conditions of employment, duties to be performed and performance evaluation of Dr. Eric Pfeifer, Chief Medical Examiner.  Dr. Ogle seconded the motion, roll was called and all were in favor.

Mr. McElvany motioned to exit executive session and return to regular session.  Dr. Bane seconded the motion, roll was called and all were in favor.

Mr. Ferguson announced during executive session Dr. Pfeifer’s employment was discussed.  The Board is in agreement that he is doing a great job and is very good for the Agency.  Dr. Pfeifer has high marks with his leadership and the Board is very thankful to have him. They also appreciate the work he has done and changes he’s made with the Agency and gives him high marks. 

The Board affirms Dr. Pfeifer’s annual performance review to be satisfactory.  

Mr. Ferguson motioned to accept the annual review of Dr. Pfeifer.  Dr. Ogle seconded the motion, roll was called and all were in favor.

Dr. Ogle asked about the minutes from our previous Board meeting, where there was discussion regarding a van with “Medical Examiner” on the van.  Since Dr. Ogle had missed the meeting on August 9, 2012, he questioned what this was about.  Mr. Ferguson advised Ms. Elliott has spoken with the funeral home that has this van and Mr. Ferguson was at that funeral home last week.  The van is still there and Ms. Elliott will follow up when she returns from leave.

Dr. Ogle motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. McElvany seconded the motion and all were in favor.

Mr. Ferguson then adjourned the meeting at 3:06 p.m.  







