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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

BOARD OF MEDICOLEGAL INVESTIGATIONS


Board of Medicolegal Investigations

Special Meeting
Board Meeting Agenda tc \l1 "Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Board Meeting Minutes Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, November 10, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.

Location - Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK  73117, Phone 405-239-7141

and 1115 W. 17th, Tulsa, OK 74107, Phone 918-582-0985 

via Video Conference

In conformity with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, advance notice of this meeting was transmitted to

the Oklahoma Secretary of State on Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at 12:38 PM and public notice of this meeting, together with the agenda, was posted in prominent public view on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK and on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Eastern Division, 1115 W. 17th, Tulsa .on 1:58 PM, November 9, 2011.
The Board may discuss and take action on any item listed on the Agenda.

Members Present: Dr. Doug Stewart, Dr. Karlis Sloka (Via videoconference in Tulsa) Mr. Chris Ferguson, Mr. Rocky McElvany, Mr. Charlie Curtis, Mr. Thomas Mortensen, Dr. Michael Ogle, Dr. Dewayne Andrews, Dr. Eric Pfeifer (Oklahoma City)

Others Present:  Geoff Long (OAG), Bruce Walker (DPS), Erin Boeckman (eCapitol), Mark Riley (OFB), Dr. Andrew Sibley (OCME), Kristen Osgood (OCME), Debbie Mordecai (OCME), Ashley Hancock (OCME), Amy Elliott (OCME), Kari Learned (OCME), Dr. Byron Curtis (OCME), Jesse Kemp (OCME)

Dr. Stewart called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  Roll was called and a quorum was established. 

Dr. Andrews motioned to adopt the minutes from the October 13, 2011 Board meeting, adding Dr. Eric Pfeifer was in attendance and all were present in Oklahoma City.  Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Roll was called, Dr. Sloka and Mr. Mortensen abstained and all others were in favor.

Dr. Pfeifer presented updates on financial progress and addressed the agency budget. Case backlog is still at a 3 to 4 month turn around time. Dr. Pfeifer presented an update on NAME accreditation and deficiencies. He advised the NAME checklist required policies have gotten much tougher since our last audit. Dr. Pfeifer discussed new policies and procedures which should be put into place without Board approval. He is preparing needs request to present to the legislators. He advised a new fellow has been hired and will start in July 2012.  Dr. Pfeifer added there has been an additional part time death investigator hired for the Ponca City area.  There are currently no issues in districts where there are no investigators.
Mr. Ferguson questioned the source of the additional funds being received by the agency.  Dr. Pfeifer noted, this is past due receivables that are being paid by funeral homes.  Mr. Ferguson also questions the line item in the budget regarding $15K for rent.  This funding is for state cars and copiers.  

Dr. Andrews asked how the legislators are being approached with Ms. Ballard no longer working for the agency.  Dr. Pfeifer stated he is ready to speak during the upcoming legislative session.  The Board members request a list of specific agency needs they can discuss with key legislators.  Dr. Pfeifer is currently working on a budget needs request which should be ready for the Board by the December meeting.  
Mr. Mortensen asked if the Attorney General’s office has reviewed the Chanda Turner Act petitions received on the Turner and Rivera cases.  Mr. Long stated there is nothing in the statute about processing the motions but the AG’s office has started reviewing the paperwork.

Due to the new AG Opinion 2011-21, Dr. Stewart requested no action on the Policy for Cremations / Fee Waiving.

Mr. Ferguson presented the Committee update on Permanent Rules and Executive Orders.  Mr. Ferguson has communicated with Mrs. Elliott, requesting agency key staff and supervisors review and report back suggestions and recommendations.  Once this has been drafted Mr. McElvany has offered his staff for a final review.

Mr. Ferguson questioned the deadlines given to the funeral homes that are not in compliance with their accounts.  He requested a formal complaint from the agency for each funeral home that received a final request notice.  Dr. Pfeifer advised late fees of $25.00 are being applied to each past due invoice.

Members discussed Board Meeting dates for 2012 calendar year.  Mr. Ferguson motioned to meet the second Thursday of each month at 2:00 pm.  Dr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Roll was called and all were in favor.

Mr. Ferguson motioned to enter into Executive Session for the purpose stated in the agenda.  Dr. Ogle seconded the motion, roll was called and all were in favor.  Dr. Pfeifer and Geoff Long were asked to stay. 

Mr. Ferguson motioned to return from Executive Session.  Dr. Andrews seconded the motion. Roll was called, Dr. Sloka was no longer in attendance, all others were in favor.

Mr. Ferguson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Andrews seconded the motion, roll was called all were in favor.

Dr. Stewart then adjourned the meeting.

