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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

BOARD OF MEDICOLEGAL INVESTIGATIONS


Board of Medicolegal Investigations

Special Meeting
Board Meeting Agenda tc \l1 "Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Board Meeting Minutes Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, January 12, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.

Location - Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

Via Videoconference at
901 N Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK 73117, 405-239-7141
Videoconference site: 1115 W. 17th, Tulsa, OK 74107, 918-582-0985
In conformity with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, advance notice of this meeting was transmitted to

the Oklahoma Secretary of State on Friday, January6, 2012 at 11:12 AM and public notice of this meeting, together with the agenda, was posted in prominent public view on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK and on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Eastern Division, 1115 W. 17th, Tulsa .at12:45 PM, January 11, 2012.
The Board may discuss and take action on any item listed on the Agenda.

Members Present in Oklahoma City: Mr. Chris Ferguson, Mr. Rocky McElvany, Mr. Charles Curtis and 
Dr. Eric Pfeifer.

Members Present in Tulsa via Videoconference: Dr. Douglas Stewart and Dr. Karlis Sloka

Members Absent: Dr. Dewayne Andrews, Mr. Thomas Mortensen and Dr. Michael Ogle
Others Present:  Amy Elliott (OCME), Kari Learned (OCME), Renee Steward (OCME), Geoff Long (OAG), Bruce Walker (DPS)
Dr. Stewart called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  Roll was called and a quorum was established. 

Mr. Ferguson motioned to adopt the minutes from the January 12, 2012 Board meeting.  Dr. Stewart seconded the motion. Roll was called, Mr. McElvany abstained and all others were in favor.

Dr. Pfeifer presented a financial update stating that the agency continues to bring in more money than is spent monthly. This leaves approximately a $14k surplus for this month.  Mr. Ferguson inquired about previous claims being completely paid off.  Dr. Pfeifer responded there is one pending and all others have been settled. Also there are two lawsuits that are in the early stages which we are unsure what is going to happen.  

Dr. Pfeifer provided the following legislative update.  Amy Elliott, Chris Ferguson and Dr. Pfeifer have met with Governor Fallin, Sen. Barrington, Rep. Billy and Secretary of State Coffee updating them on the status and the needs of the agency, all meetings went extremely well. Additional meetings are scheduled next week with Sen. Bingman, Rep. Ritze, Rep. Sears, Rep. Cox and Sen. Jolley. 
Mr. Ferguson asked about the backlog, Dr. Pfeifer explained all cases that were previously defined backlog have been closed.  However, there will always be an ongoing number of open current cases due to several new cases which come in daily.  Now the focus will be on turn around time. 
Dr. Pfeifer reiterated the savings of funds by combining several positions into one with a savings of $174,000 per year plus benefits.  Mr. Ferguson commented that is the type of information that shows the agency is being good stewards of funds.
Dr. Stewart asked if the agency is making any headway in the search for forensic pathologists. He also asked if anything new or innovative is being offered to recruit new applicants. Dr. Pfeifer responded that we have received a total 9 applicants via email, 2 of which will be finishing up their fellowships this year.  Dr. Cutrer will be joining us in July as a fellow.  We will have at least one new pathologist, possibly two by this summer.  Dr. Stewart asked if we have offered to pay the fee to take the forensic pathology exam or doing something to make it more attractive so we don’t have people turn us down.  Dr. Pfeifer stated that our salary and benefit package is very competitive and we could pay for the exam fees. 
Our ACGME site visit is scheduled for February 9th.  Dr. Stewart asked if OU Health Science Center has helped us prepare for the ACGME site visit. Dr. Pfeifer explained we have taken information from previous site visits along with the deficiencies the agency was cited for.  We’ve corrected the deficiencies and created a notebook which illustrates how we made the corrections as well as the relative files they would like for us to keep.  We have cleaned out an office for the fellow so when the inspector comes, they will see we are committed the fellow has a good education. 
Dr. Stewart questioned how we currently find death investigators in the rural areas; how we cover the state and what means do we use to pay for that. Timothy has identified a potential new person in the panhandle.  Outside of that, Dr. Pfeifer is not aware of any other recruits.  In the budget request, Dr. Pfeifer has asked for extra money for full time investigators.  Dr. Stewart was under the impression we would be looking for part time investigators especially in the far northwest part of the state.  Dr. Pfeifer agreed that we are still working on that.
Mr. Curtis advised the agency cannot pay an applicants certification fee for an exam. He explained you cannot use state funds to pay for someone who is not employed by your agency.  Dr. Stewart added the exam would not be taken until after an applicant is employed.  
Mr. Ferguson added that Dr. Pfeifer, Amy Elliott met with key Legislators to give them an idea of what will be presented during committee hearings.  These Legislators gave positive feedback and additional information which can be used during the hearings.
Mr. Curtis advised the OSBI has done an in-house study and they will not be able to house the OCME toxicology laboratory in their facility.  They do not have room for staff or instrumentation and it is not feasible to house them with OSBI.  It is the recommendation of OSBI that they include the tox lab in the new facility. Dr. Pfeifer agrees the agency feels the same way.

In response to an AG’s Opinion letter we have created a form jointly with the State Heath department regarding transport of bodies out of state by common carrier.  This form must now be signed by the ME’s office and the Health Department. Our role in releasing bodies for transport has changed in that we limit ourselves to an investigation then release jurisdiction of the body.  The permission for transport out of state now comes from the Health Department.  Dr. Stewart asked if there are any instances where the Health Department would deny a permit to transport out of state if the ME’s office has signed and approved the request.  Mr. McElvany replied that there would not be any reason to deny a permit.  Mr. Ferguson stated it would be nice to have this corrected during this legislative session.  Mr. McElvany stated this is in the Health Department’s statute and he will find a bill to include the change back to the previous process.
Mr. Ferguson addressed cremations in Oklahoma where the death occurred out of state.  The state statute requires all cremations obtain a permit with the fee waived.  The agency would review the information that came with the body and make our own determination then issue a permit number. 
Mr. Geoff Long updated the Board on the Chanda Turner Reform Act cases.  Scheduling conferences on both cases have been set; he is expecting trial dates within a four to six month time frame.  This will allow them time to work out discovery and any other issues.  At this time there is no other information to provide.  
Funeral home receivables were $99K over 60 days in November and are down to $87K in December. There is a list of Funeral Homes that are on prepay status due to no effort on the funeral homes part to pay their past due balances.  They can be removed from the list by paying off the entire balance.
Dr. Pfeifer requested the next Board meeting scheduled for February 9, 2012 be rescheduled or cancelled.  The agency’s ACGME site visit is scheduled for the same day. In addition, Dr. Pfeifer has been subpoenaed in a criminal case in Minnesota for the same week.  Dr. Stewart recommended the February 9th meeting be rescheduled.

Dr. Stewart motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Curtis seconded.  Roll was called and all were in favor. 
Dr. Stewart then adjourned the meeting.







