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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

BOARD OF MEDICOLEGAL INVESTIGATIONS


Board of Medicolegal Investigations

Regular Meeting
Board Meeting Agenda tc \l1 "Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Board Meeting Minutes Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.

Location - Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK  73117, Phone 405-239-7141

In conformity with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, advance notice of this meeting was transmitted to

the Oklahoma Secretary of State on Tuesday, December10, 2010 at 1:53 PM and public notice of this meeting, together with the agenda, was posted in prominent public view on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK and on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Eastern Division, 1115 W. 17th, Tulsa .on 10:45 AM, December 7, 2011.
The Board may discuss and take action on any item listed on the Agenda.

Members Present: Dr. Doug Stewart, Dr. Michael Ogle, Mr. Charlie Curtis, Mr. Chris Ferguson, Dr. Karlis Sloka, Mr. Thomas Mortensen and Dr. Eric Pfeifer

Members Absent: Dr. Dewayne Andrews and Mr. Rocky McElvany

Others Present:  Amy Elliott (OCME), Kari Learned (OCME), Dr. Byron Curtis (OCME), Annette Riley (OCME), Renee Steward (OCME), Alycia Douglas (OCME), Timothy Dwyer (OCME), Geoff Long (OAG), Bruce Walker (DPS), Erin Boeckman (eCapitol) and Kenneth Kiobourn (KWTV-9)
Dr. Stewart called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  Roll was called and a quorum was established. 

Mr. Curtis motioned to adopt the minutes from the November 10, 2011 Board meeting.  Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Roll was called and all were in favor.

Dr. Pfeifer presented an update on backlog and advised at this time the average turn around time is approximately four to four and half months. He also updated the Board on the financial status and the expenditures of the agency.  District Investigator, John Moody passed his ABMDI certification, now 10 of 21 investigators are ABMDI certified.  Dr. Pfeifer has requested that all investigators be certified by the end of 2013.
Personnel changes include the hiring of 3 new investigative assistants. One in Tulsa and two in Oklahoma City, Kristy Gantzer, Carmen Hipshire and Autumn Roe, respectively.  We have also hired Tony Austin as a new pathology assistant in Oklahoma City. Investigator Brenda Kelley has moved from the Tulsa metro to the McAlester district. Brian Wolfe has assumed and investigative position and is currently training the new assistants in Oklahoma City.  Amy Elliott has been appointed as Chief Administrative Officer, which has combined the positions of Director of Administration, Medicolegal Executive Administrator and Public Information Officer all into the Chief Administrative Officer position. 

With the help of the State Health Department, we are now OSHA compliant with TB testing
Dr. Pfeifer briefly discussed the new OCME website, which should be operational in the very near future.

Dr. Pfeifer gave the Board a detailed overview of the of the powerpoint presentation that will be presented during the upcoming Legistative session. This information has already been given to Govenor Fallin, Secretary of State Coffee and a select group of Legislators and Senators. 

The final draft of the Policy for Cremation Permits / Fee Waiving is ready.  When approved, the policy will be mailed to all Oklahoma funeral directors along with the joint letter from the Agency and the State Health Department addressing the new policy for out of state permit changes.
Mr. Ferguson motioned to approve the Cremation Permits / Fee Waiving policy.  Dr. Sloka seconded the motion.  Roll was called and all were in favor.
Mr. Ferguson advised that the committee on Permanent Rules and Executive Orders has not addressed fee or language changes. Mrs. Elliott has requested feedback from key Agency personnel regarding the “Rules”. Dr. Stewart advised there will be no action taken at this time.  Mr. Ferguson will stay in communication with the Agency and the item will be added to an agenda at a later date.  

Dr. Ogle motioned to enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation on the pending case of Joe and Donna Turner, Parents of Chanda Turner, Deceased v. OCME, Case no. CV-2011-1933 in Oklahoma County District Court; Sam and Michele Speziale, Parents of Katrina Rivera-Hill, Deceased v. OCME, Case no. CV-2011-1934.  Mr. Curtis seconded the motion, roll was called and all were in favor.  Dr. Pfeifer, Geoff Long and George Burnett were asked to stay. 

Mr. Ferguson motioned to return from Executive Session.  Dr. Ogle seconded the motion. Roll was called and all were in favor. No action was taken.
Mr. Ferguson motioned to enter into Executive Session to discuss the continued employment, conditions of employment, duties to be performed and performance evaluation of the Chief Medical Examiner. Mr. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll was called and all were in favor.

Dr. Stewart motioned to return from Executive Session.  Dr. Ogle seconded the motion.  Roll was called and all were in favor.  No action was taken.

Mr. Ferguson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll was called all were in favor.

Dr. Stewart then adjourned the meeting.

