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OKLAHOMA CHILD DEATH REVIEW BOARD 
Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth 

1111 N. Lee, Suite 500 
Oklahoma City, OK 

 
MINUTES 

April 17, 2014 

In accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, advance notice of this meeting was transmitted to the Oklahoma Secretary of 
State and the agenda was posted in prominent public view at the main entrance at the office of the Oklahoma Commission on 

Children & Youth on April 15, 2014 at 8:18 am. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Jay Scott Brown, Brandi Woods-Littlejohn for Sheryll Brown, Susan Caswell, 
Carolyn Parks for Terry Cline, Lynda Stevens for Stan Florence, Kenneth Goodwin 
for Nico Gomez, Joyce Marshall, Ruth Kohlmeier for Eric Pfeifer, Alma Santiago, 
Susan Schmidt, Penny Hill-Malone for Lisa Smith, Cindy Goble for Gail Stricklin, 
John Stuemky (CAME), Amy Baum and Ryan Brown for John Stuemky (CPC), 
Jon Trzcinski, Teresa Capps for Terri White, and Donna Glandon for  
T. Keith Wilson 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Kristy Bradley, Tracy Haney, Annette Jacobi, Ed Lake, Julie Morrow, and 
Deborah Shropshire  
 

 
    LEGAL COUNSEL:        Grant Moak, Office of the Attorney General                   
 
     STAFF:         Lisa Rhoades and Nicole Chasteen   
 
I.   Call to Order  
   Chair Amy Baum called the meeting to order at 8:46 am. 
 

II.  Roll Call 
Introductions were made in lieu of roll call.  A quorum was present. 

 
III.  Public Comment 

   There was no public comment. 
 

VI.  Review and Approval of the March 20, 2014 Minutes  
    Dr. Stuemky made a motion at 8:48 am to approve the March 20, 2014 meeting minutes.  Motion 

seconded by Brandi Woods-Littlejohn. 
 

Jay Scott Brown Abstain 

Brandi Woods-Littlejohn Abstain 

Susan Caswell Abstain 

Carolyn Parks Yes 

Lynda Stevens Abstain 

Kenneth Goodwin Yes 

Joyce Marshall Yes 

Alma Santiago Yes 

Cindy Goble Yes 

John Stuemky Yes 

Amy Baum Yes 

Jon Trzcinski Yes 

Teresa Capps Yes 

Donna Glandon Abstain 

            Motion Passed  
 
 
 

8:46 a.m. – 11:35 a.m. 
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V.  Discussion and Possible Action on 2014 Annual Child Death Review Board Recommendations 
    Lisa advised that the annual statistical report including recommendations needs to be finalized and 

submitted to the Oklahoma Commission on Children & Youth (OCCY) by May 1st.   The Board reviewed 
and discussed the recommendations submitted in 2013 and proposed the following annual recommendations 
for 2014: 

 
FISCAL (Legislative) 

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) 
Continue to support OCME goals to improve and maintain infrastructure.  
Policy changes are ineffective without a financial commitment by the state of Oklahoma to affect 
positive change. 

 
Oklahoma Department of Human Services (OKDHS) 

Provide the OKDHS with funding to hire additional child welfare staff with a salary competitive with 
positions in other states to be in compliance with the recommended national standard issued by the 
Child Welfare League of America and in accordance with the Pinnacle Plan. 
Policy changes are ineffective without a financial commitment by the state of Oklahoma to affect 
positive change. 

 
POLICY 

Hospitals 

 All delivery hospitals should adopt a policy regarding in-house safe sleep and provide education on safe 
sleep after delivery but prior to discharge from hospital.  The education should include statistics on 
sleep related deaths.  The Oklahoma Child Death Review Board (CDRB) reviewed and closed 103 
(37.1%) deaths related to unsafe sleep environments in 2013. 

 All hospitals should have a written policy to notify the OKDHS Child Welfare division of unexpected 
child deaths. 
 

Law Enforcement 

 Increase the depth of suicide investigations to include mental, medical and social history (i.e. past 
history of attempts, medications, counseling, note of intention, social media, psychiatric diagnosis, 
family history of attempts/deaths, stressors, relationship status). 

 Enforce child passenger safety laws, including appropriate seat restraint use.  The CDRB reviewed and 
closed 43 cases that involved motor-vehicles and found seat restraint use to be at less than 30%.  

 Document sobriety testing results in the Oklahoma Uniform Traffic Collision Report submitted to 
Department of Public Safety. 

 Adopt the Center for Disease Control's Sudden Unexpected Infant Death Investigation (SUIDI) 
protocols.  The CDRB reviewed and closed 113 (40.6%) infant deaths in 2013; 99 (35.6%) of these 
were related to unsafe sleep environments and 93 (33.5%) had an “Undetermined” Manner of Death. 

 Adopt a policy to notify the OKDHS Child Welfare division of unexpected child deaths. 
 

Legislative  

 Enact legislation banning the use of hand-held devices while operating a motor vehicle. 

 Enhance child passenger safety laws, including appropriate seat restraint use.   
 

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

 Adopt the Center for Disease Control's SUIDI protocols.  The CDRB reviewed and closed 113 (40.6%) 
infant deaths in 2013; 99 (35.6%) of these were related to unsafe sleep environments and 93 (33.5%) 
had an “Undetermined” Manner of Death. 
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Oklahoma Department of Human Services 

 Adopt a policy directing workers to connect a referral to a case number upon assignment of the referral. 

 Adopt a policy ensuring referrals assigned as an “Assessment” include a finding as to the allegation(s) 
and risk(s) reported. 
 

 Brandi Woods-Littlejohn made a motion at 10:18 am to approve the proposed 2014 annual 
recommendations.  Susan Caswell seconded the motion.  
 

Jay Scott Brown Yes 

Brandi Woods-Littlejohn Yes 

Susan Caswell Yes 

Carolyn Parks Yes 

Lynda Stevens Yes 

Kenneth Goodwin Yes 

Joyce Marshall Yes 

Ruth Kohlmeier Yes 

Alma Santiago Yes 

Susan Schmidt Yes 

Penny Hill-Malone Yes 

Cindy Goble Yes 

John Stuemky Yes 

Amy Baum Yes 

Jon Trzcinski Yes 

Teresa Capps Yes 

Donna Glandon Yes 

            Motion Passed  
 

VI.  Report from Staff – Sunset Review Update (H.B. 3202) 
Lisa advised that legislation to renew CDRB under Sunset Review passed the Senate and was signed by 

the Governor on April 16th.  The Board was renewed for another six (6) years.  The next Sunset Review for 
the Board will be in 2020.  

 
VII.  Discussion and Possible Vote to Enter into Executive Session pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307(B)(4) 

for Confidential Communication between the Board and its Attorney Concerning a Pending 
Investigation, Claim, or Action – State v. Wierz, Case No. CF-2012-651 (Kay County) 
  Upon advisement by legal counsel, Brandi Woods-Littlejohn made a motion at 10:19 am to enter into 
executive session pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307 (B)(4) for confidential communication between the Board 
and its attorney concerning a pending investigation, claim, or action regarding State v. Wierz, Case No. CF-
2012-651 (Kay County).   Carolyn Parks seconded the motion. 
 

Jay Scott Brown Yes 

Brandi Woods-Littlejohn Yes 

Susan Caswell Yes 

Carolyn Parks Yes 

Lynda Stevens Yes 

Kenneth Goodwin Yes 

Joyce Marshall Yes 

Ruth Kohlmeier Yes 

Alma Santiago Yes 

Susan Schmidt Yes 

Penny Hill-Malone Yes 

Cindy Goble Yes 

John Stuemky Yes 

Amy Baum Yes 

Jon Trzcinski Yes 

Teresa Capps Yes 

Donna Glandon Yes 

            Motion Passed  
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VIII.  Proposed Executive Session Pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307(C)(8) to Discuss Child Deaths 

  Upon advisement by legal counsel, Susan Caswell made a motion to enter executive session pursuant to 
25 O.S. Section 307(C)(8) concurrently with Agenda Item #7 at 10:21 am.  Joyce Marshall seconded the 
motion.  
 

Jay Scott Brown Yes 

Brandi Woods-Littlejohn Yes 

Susan Caswell Yes 

Carolyn Parks Yes 

Lynda Stevens Yes 

Kenneth Goodwin Yes 

Joyce Marshall Yes 

Ruth Kohlmeier Yes 

Alma Santiago Yes 

Susan Schmidt Yes 

Penny Hill-Malone Yes 

Cindy Goble Yes 

John Stuemky Yes 

Amy Baum Yes 

Jon Trzcinski Yes 

Teresa Capps Yes 

Donna Glandon Yes 

            Motion Passed  
 

John Stuemky recused himself for the remainder of the meeting at 10:21 am.  Staff and the Board’s legal 
counsel, Grant Moak, were present for Executive Session. 

 
IX.  Vote to Enter into Open Session  

Brandi Woods-Littlejohn made a motion at 11:28 am to move out of Executive Session and enter into 
Open Session.  Carolyn Parks seconded the motion. 

 
Jay Scott Brown Yes 

Brandi Woods-Littlejohn Yes 

Susan Caswell Yes 

Carolyn Parks Yes 

Lynda Stevens Yes 

Kenneth Goodwin Yes 

Joyce Marshall Yes 

Ruth Kohlmeier Yes 

Alma Santiago Yes 

Susan Schmidt Yes 

Penny Hill-Malone Yes 

Cindy Goble Yes 

Amy Baum Yes 

Jon Trzcinski Yes 

Teresa Capps Yes 

Donna Glandon Yes 

            Motion Passed  
 

X.  Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Matters Discussed in Executive Session  
   There were no action items from executive sessions.  
 

XI.  New Business 
  There was no new business.  
    

XII. Adjourn 
  Donna Glandon made a motion to adjourn at 11:35 am.  Brandi Woods-Littlejohn seconded the 
motion.  


