
 

 
 
 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 

 
PASTEUR MEDICAL BUILDING 

1111 N. LEE AVENUE, SUITE 500 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA   

 
March 21, 2014 

9:00 a.m. 
 

AMENDED 
 

AGENDA 
 

I.  Call to order and determination of quorum  Chairman Jay Scott Brown  
 

II.  *Review and approval of the minutes from the January 17th, 2013, Regular 
Commission meeting 
Discussion and possible action 
 

 Chairman Jay Scott Brown  
 

III.  Public Rulemaking Hearing as published in the Oklahoma Register (Vol. 31, Number 
11), on February 18, 2014.  
       a. OAC 135 Chapter 10, Subchapter 25.  Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child 
Abuse Teams  
 

 Grant Moak  
 

IV.  Discussion and possible action to adopt proposed New Rules.  
      a.  OAC 135 Chapter 10, Subchapter 25.  Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child 
Abuse Teams  
 

 All 
 

V.  *Director’s report on Agency Activities and Legislative Update 
Discussion and possible action 
 

 Lisa Smith 

VI.  Staff compensation discussion in relation to Hay Study Report.  Appointment of 
Committee to review and report back to Commission in June. 
 

 Chairman Jay Scott Brown  
 

VII.  Report from the Office of Planning and Coordination – Statewide MDT update 
 

 Anthony Kibble / Jennifer 
Hardin 
 

VIII.  Update on local Multidisciplinary Team development 
Discussion and possible action 
 

 Jack Bowyers  
ADA Logan County 
 

IX.  Discussion and possible action on reports from agencies/organizations on the 
Commission 
 

 All 

X.  Public Comment 
 

  

XI.  New Business 
 

  

XII.  Adjournment  Chairman Jay Scott Brown  
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OKLAHOMA COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
PASTEUR MEDICAL BUILDING 

1111 N. LEE AVENUE, SUITE 500 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA  73103 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

January 17, 2013 
 

MINUTES 
 
Call to order and roll call 
Chairman Brown called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  Members present were: Jay Scott 
Brown, Sid Brown, Darlene Callahan, Jason Charles, Ken Couchman, Wanda Felty, Joe Cordova, 
James Saffle, Richard Smothermon and Walter Evans arrived at 9:07, arrived at 9:10 a.m.  
Members not present:  Tom Alford, Janet Barresi, Terry Cline, Nico Gomez, Richard Kirby, Edward 
Lake, Todd Pauley, Terri White, T. Keith Wilson.   
 
Review and approval of the minutes from the November 13th 2013, Regular Commission 
Meetings – Chairman Jay Scott Brown 
Darlene Callahan moved, Richard Smothermon seconded to approve the minutes of the 
November 13th 2013, Regular Commission meeting as presented.  All members present voted in 
the affirmative.  Motion passed. 
 
Discussion and possible vote to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 25 O.S. 
Section 307 (B) (4) for privileged communications between the Commission and its legal 
counsel concerning a pending action if the Commission, with the advice of its attorney, 
determines that disclosure will seriously impair the ability of the Commission to 
conduct the pending litigation in the public interest. – Grant Moak 
Richard Smothermon moved, Wanda Felty seconded to move into executive session.  All 
members present voted in the affirmative.  The Commission moved into executive session at 
9:07 AM. 
 
Richard Smothermon moved, Sid Brown seconded to return from executive session.  All 
members present voted in the affirmative.  The Commission returned from executive session 
at 9:20 AM. 
 
Discussion and possible action to submit to Secretary of State Notice of Rule Making 
Intent for publication in the Oklahoma Register.  a.  OAC Title 135, Chapter 10, 
Subchapter 25:  Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams – Grant Moak 
Grant gave an overview of the process that needs to be completed in order to update the rules. 
 He emphasized the time sensitive nature of the process. 
 
Jay Scott Brown asked Anthony Kibble for a summary of the actual changes.  Anthony Kibble 
reported the changes. 
 
Joe Cordova asked about a cost estimate concerning the MDT’s.  Lisa answered that there is 
one, but that the commission will be asking for more funds this legislative session. 
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Sid Brown moved, Richard Smothermon seconded to submit the rules changes as presented. 
All members present voted in the affirmative.   
 
Director’s report on Agency Activities and Legislative Update – Lisa Smith 
Lisa Smith began by introducing Latasha Granillo as a new Oversight Specialist. 
 
She then informed the commission of Gary Theilan’s retirement from the Commission to start a 
new Non-Profit.  After which she informed the Commission of the Agencies budget hearing, which 
was scheduled for January 21st.  She also noted some of the legislative items the agency was 
watching, which included clean up language for both the MDT’s and public releases for Child 
Death and Near Death reports. 
 
She had a handout that covered House Bill 2588 that deals with moving Foster Care Mediation 
program to OCCY.  She reported that in order for the agency to handle the move, as currently 
written, more staff and funds would be required. 
 
Update on Medicaid for Children – Shelly Patterson 
Shelly disseminated a handout covering the current state of Medicaid for Children. 
 
She reported on the severity of declining federal funds, as well as future reductions to come.  She 
also invited suggestions on how to strengthen Medicaid in the state.  She then took several 
questions and comments from the Commission. 
 
Lisa Smith thanked Shelly for the update. 
 
Discussion and possible action on reports from agencies/organizations on the 
Commission – All 
Jay Scott Brown gave an update from the PARB board that included information on the PARB 
mobile phone app. 
 
Wanda Felty gave an update on services available for special needs children.  She made a 
point to emphasize the need for more services. 
 
Joe Cordova gave an update on youth transition services.  He also spoke of a new position 
and MOU’s for transition facilities. 
 
Darlene Callahan gave an update on CASA, and the need for more volunteers. 
 
Dr. Sid Brown updated the Commission on the Adolescent Sexual Offender plan and the 
twenty fifth anniversary of CASA. 
 
James Saffle spoke of collaboration with OCCY concerning Evidence Based Programs and the 
Juvenile Justice Collaborative. 
 
Jason Charles gave an update on Residential Care Homes and a new finger printing process.  
He also spoke of the process to adopt the Pinnacle Plan.  Finally he discussed the importance 
of Strengthing Custody programs. 
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Ken Couchman referenced an Office of Planning and Coordination handout that gave insight to 
community partnership boards using Friends of Tenth Street as an example.  He also spoke of 
early childhood education. 
 
Dr. Ed Rhoades gave an update on various Health Department initiatives, specifically one 
dealing with mothers and their children’s health.  This initiative will be funded through a block 
grant, a third of which would go to the DHS; the rest would go to the State Department of 
Health. 
 
Shelly Patterson reported that the Oklahoma Health Care Authority was working on promoting 
preventative health care plans.  She also spoke of the OHCA looking at the effects of poverty, 
and expressed an interest on finding collaborations for this. 
 
Major Walter Evans gave an update on Tulsa’s Community Intervention Center, explaining that 
it acts as a safe drop off point for delinquent children.  He noted that while the center is a great 
success, the need for more funds is still an issue. 
 
Report from the Office of Juvenile System Oversight – Lisa Smith 
Following a PowerPoint, Lisa Smith provided a report on data collected from the Office of 
Juvenile System Oversight concerning the OKDHS and safety assessments. 
 
Adjournment – Jay Scott Brown 
The Commission adjourned at 10:55 AM. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting Date:  March 21, 2014 



 

TITLE 135.  Commission on Children and Youth  

Chapter 10. PROGRAMS, BOARDS, AND COUNCILS: OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION  

Subchapter 25.  Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams 

135:10‐25‐1.  Origin and Authority  
The legislature gave the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth responsibilities for coordinating with each 
district attorney in the development of freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams in each county of the 
district attorney or in a contiguous group of counties pursuant to 10A O.S. Supp. 2013, Section 1‐9‐102 (A)(1).  
The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth shall have the authority:  

1. To approve freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams; 
2. To evaluate freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams by conducting 

annual on‐site reviews of freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams; 
3. To designate a freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team as functioning, 

provisionally functioning, or non‐functioning in accordance with freestanding 
multidisciplinary child abuse team minimal standards; 

4. To remove freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team from the list of 
functioning freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams when non‐
compliant with minimal standards.  

135‐10‐25‐2.  Duties and Responsibilities 
The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth shall designate staff to perform the following duties:   

1. Provide technical assistance and consultation to district attorneys in the development and 
coordination of freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams;  

2. Issue a listing of Functioning and Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Teams based on compliance with minimum standards; 

3. To make recommendations for removal of Non‐Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team to the Commission based on non‐compliance with minimum standards; 

4. To facilitate and support the training of  Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams 
135‐10‐25‐3.  Approval of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team  

A. Definitions.  
The following words and terms, when used in the Subchapters, shall have the following meaning, 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
“Annual survey” means a written document submitted to the Commission summarizing the 
activities of the team as related to child protection investigations and services with the data 
elements and format proscribed by the Commission.  
“Annual Site Review” means the annual on‐site review of multidisciplinary team records that 
assist the Commission in determining the functioning of the freestanding multidisciplinary team.  
“Commission” means the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth  
“Confidentiality statement” means the written document signed by the multidisciplinary team 
members assuring that all proceedings conducted during team meetings and child protective 
investigations will be kept confidential according to clearly defined limits, state law, and 
respective agency policy and procedure. 
“Community Needs Assessment” means conducting a process that results in a written document 
that identifies available services, service gaps, untapped resources and community based 
priorities for improvement or development of services to the victim and family according to the 
format and schedule of the Commission.   
“Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Account” means a continuing fund established by the Oklahoma 
Legislature for the purpose of providing operating funds to provisionally functioning and 
functioning multidisciplinary teams. 



 

“Child Advocacy Center” means a  child friendly, safe and neutral location in which law 
enforcement and child protective services may conduct and observe forensic interviews with 
children who are alleged victims of crimes and where non‐offending family members may receive 
support, crisis intervention, and referrals for mental health and medical treatment.  
“ Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a Multidisciplinary Child Abuse team utilized by a 
Child Advocacy Center to meet National Accreditation Standards.  
“Data Collection” means multidisciplinary teams shall maintain data on every case reviewed by 
the multidisciplinary team in the format proscribed by the Commission.  
“Expertise” means individual team members’ obtaining training and experience in a particular 
aspect of the multidisciplinary team approach, conducting legally sound and age appropriate 
interviews, effective investigation techniques, or knowledge about how to conduct joint 
investigations.  
“Freestanding multidisciplinary team” means a team not used by a child advocacy center for its 
accreditation.  
“Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a freestanding 
multidisciplinary team that has met minimal standards promulgated by the Commission.  
“Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a team 
that has met the minimal freestanding multidisciplinary team standards for a new team. 
“Non‐Functional Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a team that has not 
met the minimal standards promulgated by the Commission.      
“Joint Investigations” means law enforcement and child welfare staff collaborative investigation 
with written protocols to decrease duplicative efforts and to ensure a thorough process.  
“Interagency agreement(s)” means the written document(s) signed by the multidisciplinary team 
member agencies that specify the cooperative effort of the member agencies to the team and 
delineates roles and responsibilities.   
“Initial Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Training” means training 
conducted during the early formation of the team where individual team members are oriented to 
the multidisciplinary child abuse team approach.  
“Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a group of individuals of differing disciplines 
working together collaboratively on a common purpose. 
“Initial Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team”  
“Protocol” means specific methods and procedures used to conduct child protection 
investigations and interviews.  
“Standards” means the criteria used to determine functionality of a multidisciplinary team. 
  

B. Types of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 
(1) Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team. A Freestanding Multidisciplinary 

Child Abuse Team shall be included on the list of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams 
when documentation that supports compliance with minimal standards for a functioning freestanding 
multidisciplinary child abuse team.  

(2) Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team. A Provisionally 
Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team shall be included on the list of 
Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team when documentation supports 
compliance with minimal standards for a provisionally functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team.  

(3) Non-Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team. A Non-Functioning 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team shall be removed from the list of Functioning 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team when documentation does not support compliance 
with minimal standards for a functioning or provisionally functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team.  
 

C. Annual On-Site Review  



 

Annual On-Site Visit. Commission staff annually shall conduct one on-site compliance visit to 
each Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team to document compliance with minimal 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team standards. 

(1) During each on-site compliance visit Commission staff shall request a completed 
Annual Survey document and review Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse 
Team: interagency agreement, confidentiality statements, member sign-in sheets, 
joint-investigation and interview protocol, case review documentation, training 
records, financial accountability policies, and other documents to ascertain 
compliance with minimal standards.  
 

D. Forms.  Commission staff shall use standardized on-site review forms available for public inspection. 
E. Reports.  Commission staff shall annually issue a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 

Summary Report.  

135:10-25-4. Services Provided by a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 
A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team conducts joint investigations in an effort to 
effectively respond to a report of alleged child abuse. 

135-10-25-5. Eligibility Standards for a Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 
A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall adhere to the following minimal standards to be designated 
as a functioning freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team:  

1.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall annually review the Interagency 
Agreement signed by members of the team.  supporting the freestanding multidisciplinary 
child abuse team;  

2.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall utilize a Confidentiality 
Statement approved by the Commission;   

3.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall conduct joint investigations 
whenever feasible involving law enforcement and child welfare in an effort to respond to 
child abuse reports;  

4.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall have written  investigation and 
interview protocols for investigating child maltreatment approved by the Commission; 

5.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall utilize a case review process 
approved by the Commission;  

6.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall annually complete the Annual 
Survey document and submit to the Commission in a format and schedule proscribed by 
the Commission; 

7.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team members shall participate in on-going 
professional development training; 

8.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall have a written Financial 
Accountability policy that includes but is not limited to: process for development of 
annual team budget, signature requirements for checks issued, quarterly expenditure 
report, cash receipts, cash disbursements, reconciliation, purchasing, and payroll; 

9.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall develop individual and team 
expertise;  

10.) Whenever feasible the Commission and freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team 
will conduct a Community Needs Assessment to identify available services, service gaps, 
untapped resources, and priorities for development or improvement of services to the 
victim and family according to schedule established by the Commission. 
  

135-10-25-6. Eligibility Standards for a Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child 
Abuse Team 
A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team will adhere to the following minimal standards to be designated as 
a provisionally functioning freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team:  

1.)  A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall demonstrate through documentation 
that the team has met at least once a month for six consecutive months; at least four of the six 
meetings shall be for case reviews of alleged child abuse;  



 

2.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall demonstrate through documentation 
that the team has met at least four times to staff cases of alleged child maltreatment;  

3.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall have written joint investigation 
protocol, interagency agreement, and confidentiality statements; 

4.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team will have a letter of support from their 
District Attorney or Assistant District Attorney; and 

5.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team will have participated in the initial  
freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team training 
 

135-10-25-7. Non-compliance with Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Minimal Standards 
(1) Documentation of non-compliance. 

(A.) The Commission staff shall document clearly and concisely on the annual on-site 
compliance report area(s) of concern, non-compliance, and recommendation with the 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District Attorney; 
(B.) Commission staff shall request the Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse 
Team Coordinator or District Attorney’s signature on the annual on-site compliance 
report, explaining that the signature indicates acknowledgement of information recorded 
during the visit; 
(C.) The Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District 
Attorney shall be given a copy of the completed report. 

135-10-25-8. Process for Removal of a Non-Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse 
Team from the list of Freestanding Functioning Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams.   
(1) Commission staff shall submit a recommendation for removal of a Freestanding 

Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team as to the Commission Director or the Commission 
Director designee within (30) days of the annual on-site review. 

(2) Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District Attorney shall 
submit all responses to the recommendation for removal to the Commission Director or 
Commission Director designee within (10) days of receipt of the notice. 

(3) The Commission Director or designee shall be the final decision maker regarding the 
recommendation for removal of a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team from the 
list of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams. 

(4) The Commission Director or Commission Director Designee will make the final decision 
within (30) days of the recommendation for removal of a Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team from the listing of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams.  

(5) Commission staff will send a finding letter within (45) days of the recommendation to remove 
a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team from the list of Freestanding 
Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams.  

(6) Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District Attorney may 
appeal the final decision of removal to the Commission. 

Complaint Procedure.  Complaints received by the Commission concerning Freestanding 
Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team case reviews shall be referred to the Oklahoma Commission on 
Children and Youth, Office of Juvenile System Oversight.    

Public Inspection of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records 

(1) Legal Basis.  The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth is subject to the Oklahoma 
Open Records Act Section 24A.1 et.seq. of Title 51 of the review unless they are required by 
law to be kept confidential. 

(2) Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records. All Oklahoma Commission 
on Children and Youth Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team records required  to 
establish the level of functioning of a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team are 
considered public records shall be open and available for public inspection during reasonable 
hours.  

(3) Location of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records.  Freestanding 
Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team records shall be located at the Oklahoma Commission 



 

on Children and Youth office and shall be inspected at that location.  The Oklahoma 
Commission on Children and Youth is located at 1111North Lee Avenue, Suite 500, and 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 73118. 

(4) Preparation of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records for 
inspection.  Commission staff shall review the entire record and shall remove confidential 
information.   

(5) Release of confidential Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team information.  
Confidential information shall only be released as provided by statute.  

  

 



 

TITLE 135.  Commission on Children and Youth  

Chapter 10. PROGRAMS, BOARDS, AND COUNCILS: OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION  

Subchapter 25.  Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams 

135:10‐25‐1.  Origin and Authority  
The legislature gave the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth responsibilities for coordinating with each 
district attorney in the development of freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams in each county of the 
district attorney or in a contiguous group of counties pursuant to 10A O.S. Supp. 2013, Section 1‐9‐102 (A)(1).  
The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth shall have the authority:  

1. To approve freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams; 
2. To evaluate freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams by conducting 

annual on‐site reviews of freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams; 
3. To designate a freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team as functioning, 

provisionally functioning, or non‐functioning in accordance with freestanding 
multidisciplinary child abuse team minimal standards; 

4. To remove freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team from the list of 
functioning freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams when non‐
compliant with minimal standards.  

135‐10‐25‐2.  Duties and Responsibilities 
The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth shall designate staff to perform the following duties:   

1. Provide technical assistance and consultation to district attorneys in the development and 
coordination of freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse teams;  

2. Issue a listing of Functioning and Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Teams based on compliance with minimum standards; 

3. To make recommendations for removal of Non‐Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team to the Commission based on non‐compliance with minimum standards; 

4. To facilitate and support the training of  Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams 
135‐10‐25‐3.  Approval of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team  

A. Definitions.  
The following words and terms, when used in the Subchapters, shall have the following meaning, 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
“Annual survey” means a written document submitted to the Commission summarizing the 
activities of the team as related to child protection investigations and services with the data 
elements and format proscribed by the Commission.  
“Annual Site Review” means the annual on‐site review of multidisciplinary team records that 
assist the Commission in determining the functioning of the freestanding multidisciplinary team.  
“Commission” means the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth  
“Confidentiality statement” means the written document signed by the multidisciplinary team 
members assuring that all proceedings conducted during team meetings and child protective 
investigations will be kept confidential according to clearly defined limits, state law, and 
respective agency policy and procedure. 
“Community Needs Assessment” means conducting a process that results in a written document 
that identifies available services, service gaps, untapped resources and community based 
priorities for improvement or development of services to the victim and family according to the 
format and schedule of the Commission.   
“Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Account” means a continuing fund established by the Oklahoma 
Legislature for the purpose of providing operating funds to provisionally functioning and 
functioning multidisciplinary teams. 



 

“Child Advocacy Center” means a  child friendly, safe and neutral location in which law 
enforcement and child protective services may conduct and observe forensic interviews with 
children who are alleged victims of crimes and where non‐offending family members may receive 
support, crisis intervention, and referrals for mental health and medical treatment.  
“ Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a Multidisciplinary Child Abuse team utilized by a 
Child Advocacy Center to meet National Accreditation Standards.  
“Data Collection” means multidisciplinary teams shall maintain data on every case reviewed by 
the multidisciplinary team in the format proscribed by the Commission.  
“Expertise” means individual team members’ obtaining training and experience in a particular 
aspect of the multidisciplinary team approach, conducting legally sound and age appropriate 
interviews, effective investigation techniques, or knowledge about how to conduct joint 
investigations.  
“Freestanding multidisciplinary team” means a team not used by a child advocacy center for its 
accreditation.  
“Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a freestanding 
multidisciplinary team that has met minimal standards promulgated by the Commission.  
“Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a team 
that has met the minimal freestanding multidisciplinary team standards for a new team. 
“Non‐Functional Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a team that has not 
met the minimal standards promulgated by the Commission.      
“Joint Investigations” means law enforcement and child welfare staff collaborative investigation 
with written protocols to decrease duplicative efforts and to ensure a thorough process.  
“Interagency agreement(s)” means the written document(s) signed by the multidisciplinary team 
member agencies that specify the cooperative effort of the member agencies to the team and 
delineates roles and responsibilities.   
“Initial Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Training” means training 
conducted during the early formation of the team where individual team members are oriented to 
the multidisciplinary child abuse team approach.  
“Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team” means a group of individuals of differing disciplines 
working together collaboratively on a common purpose. 
 “Protocol” means specific methods and procedures used to conduct child protection 
investigations and interviews.  
“Standards” means the criteria used to determine functionality of a multidisciplinary team. 
  

B. Types of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 
(1) Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team. A Freestanding Multidisciplinary 

Child Abuse Team shall be included on the list of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams 
when documentation that supports compliance with minimal standards for a functioning freestanding 
multidisciplinary child abuse team.  

(2) Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team. A Provisionally 
Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team shall be included on the list of 
Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team when documentation supports 
compliance with minimal standards for a provisionally functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team.  

(3) Non-Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team. A Non-Functioning 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team shall be removed from the list of Functioning 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team when documentation does not support compliance 
with minimal standards for a functioning or provisionally functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team.  
 

C. Annual On-Site Review  
Annual On-Site Visit. Commission staff annually shall conduct one on-site compliance visit to 
each Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team to document compliance with minimal 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team standards. 



 

(1) During each on-site compliance visit Commission staff shall request a completed 
Annual Survey document and review Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse 
Team: interagency agreement, confidentiality statements, member sign-in sheets, 
joint-investigation and interview protocol, case review documentation, training 
records, financial accountability policies, and other documents to ascertain 
compliance with minimal standards.  
 

D. Forms.  Commission staff shall use standardized on-site review forms available for public inspection. 
E. Reports.  Commission staff shall annually issue a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 

Summary Report.  

135:10-25-4. Services Provided by a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 
A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team conducts joint investigations in an effort to 
effectively respond to a report of alleged child abuse. 

135-10-25-5. Eligibility Standards for a Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team 
A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall adhere to the following minimal standards to be designated 
as a functioning freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team:  

1.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall annually review the Interagency 
Agreement signed by members of the team.   

2.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall utilize a Confidentiality 
Statement approved by the Commission;   

3.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall conduct joint investigations 
whenever feasible involving law enforcement and child welfare in an effort to respond to 
child abuse reports;  

4.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall have written  investigation and 
interview protocols for investigating child maltreatment approved by the Commission; 

5.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall utilize a case review process 
approved by the Commission;  

6.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall annually complete the Annual 
Survey document and submit to the Commission in a format and schedule proscribed by 
the Commission; 

7.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team members shall participate in on-going 
professional development training; 

8.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall have a written Financial 
Accountability policy that includes but is not limited to: process for development of 
annual team budget, signature requirements for checks issued, quarterly expenditure 
report, cash receipts, cash disbursements, reconciliation, purchasing, and payroll; 

9.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall develop individual and team 
expertise;  

10.) Whenever feasible the Commission and freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team 
will conduct a Community Needs Assessment to identify available services, service gaps, 
untapped resources, and priorities for development or improvement of services to the 
victim and family according to schedule established by the Commission. 
  

135-10-25-6. Eligibility Standards for a Provisionally Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child 
Abuse Team 
A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team will adhere to the following minimal standards to be designated as 
a provisionally functioning freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team:  

1.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall demonstrate through documentation 
that the team has met at least once a month for six consecutive months; at least four of the six 
meetings shall be for case reviews of alleged child abuse;  

2.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team shall have written joint investigation 
protocol, interagency agreement, and confidentiality statements; 

3.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team will have a letter of support from their 
District Attorney or Assistant District Attorney; and 



 

4.) A freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team will have participated in the initial  
freestanding multidisciplinary child abuse team training 
 

135-10-25-7. Non-compliance with Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Minimal Standards 
(1) Documentation of non-compliance. 

(A.) The Commission staff shall document clearly and concisely on the annual on-site 
compliance report area(s) of concern, non-compliance, and recommendation with the 
Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District Attorney; 
(B.) Commission staff shall request the Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse 
Team Coordinator or District Attorney’s signature on the annual on-site compliance 
report, explaining that the signature indicates acknowledgement of information recorded 
during the visit; 
(C.) The Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District 
Attorney shall be given a copy of the completed report. 

135-10-25-8. Process for Removal of a Non-Functioning Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse 
Team from the list of Freestanding Functioning Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams.   
(1) Commission staff shall submit a recommendation for removal of a Freestanding 

Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team as to the Commission Director or the Commission 
Director designee within (30) days of the annual on-site review. 

(2) Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District Attorney shall 
submit all responses to the recommendation for removal to the Commission Director or 
Commission Director designee within (10) days of receipt of the notice. 

(3) The Commission Director or designee shall be the final decision maker regarding the 
recommendation for removal of a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team from the 
list of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams. 

(4) The Commission Director or Commission Director Designee will make the final decision 
within (30) days of the recommendation for removal of a Freestanding Multidisciplinary 
Child Abuse Team from the listing of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams.  

(5) Commission staff will send a finding letter within (45) days of the recommendation to remove 
a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team from the list of Freestanding 
Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Teams.  

(6) Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Coordinator or District Attorney may 
appeal the final decision of removal to the Commission. 

Complaint Procedure.  Complaints received by the Commission concerning Freestanding 
Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team case reviews shall be referred to the Oklahoma Commission on 
Children and Youth, Office of Juvenile System Oversight.    

Public Inspection of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records 

(1) Legal Basis.  The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth is subject to the Oklahoma 
Open Records Act Section 24A.1 et.seq. of Title 51 of the review unless they are required by 
law to be kept confidential. 

(2) Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records. All Oklahoma Commission 
on Children and Youth Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team records required to 
establish the level of functioning of a Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team are 
considered public records shall be open and available for public inspection during reasonable 
hours.  

(3) Location of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records.  Freestanding 
Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team records shall be located at the Oklahoma Commission 
on Children and Youth office and shall be inspected at that location.  The Oklahoma 
Commission on Children and Youth is located at 1111North Lee Avenue, Suite 500, and 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 73118. 

(4) Preparation of Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team Records for 
inspection.  Commission staff shall review the entire record and shall remove confidential 
information.   



 

(5) Release of confidential Freestanding Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team information.  
Confidential information shall only be released as provided by statute.  

  

 



Director’s Report 

Reporting Period:  January 9, 2014 through March 13, 2014 

OCCY UPDATES: Our new website is officially up and running. The link is:   www.ok.gov/occy.  
Mike Walsh has indicated that there will still be some tweaking occurring, but we have already 
received positive feedback about the site from a reporter with Channel 2 in Tulsa who will be 
doing a story on Multidisciplinary Teams. She found it to be full of information and easy to 
navigate!         

PERSONNEL ACTIONS:  Charles Bellows was hired on February 5, 2014, as a Planner II for 
the Office of Planning and Coordination.  Mr. Bellows filled the vacant Planner position created 
by the promotion of Anthony Kibble to Programs Manager of the Planning and Coordination 
Unit.   Mr. Bellows brings experience as a school based social worker, child welfare worker and 
community development specialist from his work in Oklahoma County.  Lindsay Crim, Oversight 
Specialist, III laterally transferred from Oversight to Planning on February 4, 2014, as a Planner 
III.  Lindsay filled the vacancy created by Jacquie McDaniel who resigned on January 31, 2014, 
when she was selected for a promotion by OKDHS.  Tameron Session Administrative Programs 
Office for Oversight was selected as the Community Development Grant Planner for Planning 
effective March 10, 2014.  The Community Development Grant Planner became open as a 
result of Doris Sims leaving OCCY on February 14, 2014, to become the Office Manager for the 
Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology (OCAST).     

BUDGET: 

The OCCY presented the budget request for FY 2015, and our program performance outcomes, 
in the amount of $3,329,000.00 to a joint House Subcommittee on Human Services 
Appropriations and Senate Subcommittee on Health and Human Services Appropriations on 
January 21,2014.   We originally requested a standstill budget, however, during this 
presentation OCCY asked for an additional $75,000.00 and 1FTE to replace existing OCCY 
staff used for the implementation of the new Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) program that went 
into effect November 1, 2014.  In addition, OCCY asked that if the MDT training is moved to 
OCCY that funding in the amount of $214,000.00 follow the training program.    

LEGISLATIVE: 

The following is a summary of bills directly involving OCCY.  There are many other bills out 
there that effect children and youth services that will not be mentioned in this report.   

I want to give credit to our service provider ecapitol for paraphrasing the following bills:  

 Paraphrase: HB2588, by Rep. Jason Nelson, R-Oklahoma City, Rep. Pat Ownbey, R-
Ardmore, and Sen. Frank Simpson, R-Ardmore, allows the Office of Juvenile System 
Oversight under the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth to investigate any 
complaint alleging that an employee of the Oklahoma Department of Human Services or 
a child-placing agency has threatened a foster parent with removal of a child from the 
foster parent, harassed the foster parent, or refused to place a child in a licensed or 



certified foster home, or disrupted a child placement as retaliation or discrimination 
toward a foster parent who filed a grievance, testified or other items detailed in the bill. 
The bill requires the Office of Juvenile System Oversight to forward the complaints to the 
Office of Client Advocacy for investigation and to work with the office on complaints. The 
bill exempts the above provision from applying to a complaint by a foster parent 
regarding the result of a proceeding for violation of any law. The bill requires a statement 
of foster parent's rights to be given to every foster parent annually. The bill requires the 
Office of Client Advocacy to work with the Office of Juvenile System Oversight to track 
foster parent complaints through the grievance procedures. The bill requires the Office of 
Client Advocacy and the Office of Juvenile System Oversight shall compile an annual 
report for the Oklahoma Legislature that details the number of complaints received, the 
number of complaints resolved, the nature of the complaints and any other information 
requested by the Legislature. (Amended by House, Emergency Measure, Committee 
Substitute) - © 2014 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved. 

OCCY Update: 

The bill passed the House on 2/24/14 and has been referred to the Senate Subcommittee 
on Health and Human Services.  

The additional funds requested originally to handle this program have been eliminated 
since the bill has been changed to require OCCY to work jointly with OCA, and OCA 
complete the investigation.  We have been told that the Legislature would reconsider 
funding requests next session if the workload warrants it.  

 Paraphrase: SB1793, by Sen. A J Griffin, R-Guthrie and Rep. Jason Nelson, R-
Oklahoma City, modifies language related to the Oklahoma Commission on Children 
and Youth. The bill allows the commission to conduct or otherwise provide continuing 
professional education and training for the purposes of improving services to children. 
(Amended by Senate, Committee Substitute) - © 2014 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved. 

OCCY Update: 

This bill passed the Senate Floor on 3/11/2014 and has moved to the House.  We have 
been told that this is the vehicle to move the MDT training to OCCY. 

 Paraphrase: HB2789, by Rep. Mark McCullough, R-Sapulpa, amends the revolving 
fund for the State Department of Health to be designates the Children First Fund to be 
the revolving fund for the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth to be 
designated the Children First Fund. The bill replaces all references to the department 
with the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth. The bill adds Child Abuse 
Prevention Fund under definitions and removes the definition for the State Department 
of Health and Office of Child Abuse Prevention. It allows the Oklahoma Commission on 
Children and Youth to coordinate with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to target first-
time pregnant women with substantial risk factors. The bill states in a report by the 
commission on the prevention of child abuse and neglect, the report will include services 



and proposals for teen pregnancy and prior history as a child or adult with the 
Department of Human Services. The bill states in coordination with the Oklahoma Health 
Care Authority, the commission will request a Medicaid waiver to used Medicaid monies 
to implement and fund prevention programs described in the bill. The bill requires the 
commission to develop an integrated participant data system that encompasses all 
prevention programs. The bill prohibits the commission from establishing any additional 
prevention programs unless approved by the Legislature. The bill requires all 
employees, books, property of prevention programs covered in the bill to be transferred 
to the commission, including all funds appropriated to such programs. The bill recodifies 
certain related statutes. (Amended by House, Committee Substitute) - © 2014 eCapitol, 
LLC. All rights reserved. 

This bill passed the House Human Services Subcommittee on 2/25/2014 by a vote of 5 to 
3 and is currently on the House floor agenda.  The bill (after the title was removed) must 
be heard by the end of today (March 13, 2014) or it will not go to the Senate for further 
consideration.  This bill is not an OCCY request bill. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

January 9, 2014-OCCY MDT Subcommittee Meeting  

January 15, 2014-Child Abuse Medical Examination Board Meeting 

January 15, 2014-Meeting with Senator AJ Griffin 

January 16, 2014-Meeting with Bill Wasserman, McArthur Foundation 

January 17, 2014-OCCY Meeting 

January 21, 2014 OCCY Budget/Performance Review Hearing Senate/House 

January 24, 2014 Meeting with Grant Moak 

January 28, 2014-OCCY Staff meeting 

January 30, 2014-P and C Staff meeting 

February 3, 2014-Meeting with Marquis Butler, DMHSAS 

February 4, 2014-Meeting with Representative McCullough 

February 4, 2014-Meeting with Representatives Owenby and Nelson and DHS 

February 5, 2014-Human Services Subcommittee 

February 10, 2014-Meeting with Representative McCullough  

February 10, 2014 Child Abuse Medical Examination Board Training Committee 



February 12, 2014-Meeting with Director Ed Lake 

February 12, 2014-House Sunset (Administrative Rules) Committee CDRB 

February 13, 2014-Meeting with Commissioner Ken Couchman 

February 18, 2014-OCCY Staff Meeting 

February 19, 2104-ODMHSAS Prevention Leadership Meeting 

February 20, 2014-Meeting with Representative McCullough 

February 21, 2014-Child Welfare Collaborative Meeting 

February 24, 2014-House/Senate Joint Budget Hearing OKDHS and OAYS 

February 25, 2014-House Human Services Subcommittee Meeting 

March 5, 2014-Meeting with Representative Owenby 

March 7, 2014-Juvenile Judges Oversight Advisory Committee 

March 11, 2014-Meeting with Rodney Timms/PARB Conference 

March 12, 2014-OKDHS Child Welfare Quarterly Meeting and Case Reviews  

March 12, 2014-Oklahoma County Juvenile Justice Collaborative Leadership Meeting   
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