
 
STRENGTHENING CUSTODY AND TRANSITION SERVICES ADVISORY TEAM 

 
Sand Springs Home 

P.O. Box 278 
Sand Springs, Oklahoma 74063 

March 18, 2015 
10:00 a.m. to 11:35 a.m.  

 
Minutes 

 
1. Introductions                                                  Commissioner Charles 

Agencies represented included: Department of Rehabilitation Services (DRS); Sand Springs Home; 
Creek County Youth Services; Oklahoma Department of Human Services (OKDHS); Oklahoma 
Boys Lion Ranch (OLBR); Oklahoma Department of Commerce; Oklahoma Commission on 
Children & Youth (OCCY); National Resource for Youth Services (NRCYS); Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services, Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU).   
 
A brief overview of the Oklahoma Now is the Time Initiative was provided by Shannon Lee, 
ODMHSAS. Shannon reported that she would provide a more detailed report at the next meeting.  
 

2. Review and Approval of January 21, 2015  Meeting Minutes          Commissioner Charles 
Randy motioned to approve and TeRessa Kaemmerling seconded.  Motion passed. 

 
3. Norman Pilot Project Update                                            Michael Rolerat  

Michael provided an update on behalf of DRS. Michael reported the DRS VR specialist position 
was in the process of being posted.  The DRS counselor would provide education and career 
services to children and youth currently placed at OJA and OKDHS facilities in Norman.   
 

4. Georgetown Capstone Project Update                                        Janelle Bretten 
A report wasn’t provided regarding the activities of the Georgetown Capstone Project.  
  

5. COJC/SWOJC DRS Pilot Project Update                Michael Rolerat  
Michael gave an update on the status of the COJC pilot project on behalf of Richard Yahola.  
Michael provided statistical information specific to the number of applications received and plans 
written, services most frequently utilized, career readiness assessments, systemic challenges, and 
work study related activities.  Michael also provided a detailed report on the status of the SWOJC 
pilot project.  During the SWOJC report Michael highlighted that the first SWOJC youth was 
currently participating in concurrent enrollment at Western Oklahoma State College (WOSC).  
Additional information regarding the reports is available upon request.    
 

 
6. Road to Independence Network Update     Rachel Dorsett  

Rachel Dorsett provided an update on the activities of the Road to Independence Network on 
behalf of OKDHS.  Rachel explained that the OKDHS had submitted a federal application for the 
performance partnership pilots 3 grant.  Rachel further reported that if awarded the Network 
plans to continue to work with partners and stakeholders in the Oklahoma and Tulsa 
communities.  Commissioner Charles asked Rachel to provide a brief explanation of the Request 
for Information (RFI) that was posted. Rachel explained the RFI was an effort by OKDHS to collect 
information and data to apply for a grant and if awarded said grant a RFP would follow.  

 
              

7. Community Based Transition Initiatives                          Bryan Larison &   
                                        Janeen Lovelace 
Bryan provided an update on the activities of the Payne County Task Force and the Oklahoma 
Boys Lion’s Ranch. Bryan reported that OLBR currently had 3 children and youth in the program.  
Bryan spoke briefly about the support provided to the Payne County Task Force through the 
Continuum of Care.  Several members of the Advisory Team expressed support in working with 
local Continuums of Care. Bryan also mentioned a new partnership being formed with Edwin Fair 
Community Mental Health Center and the local Salvation Army.  
 



Janeen Lovelace, Creek County Youth and Family Services, reported that they are working to 
identify housing in the Sapulpa community.  Janeen also stated that they would possibly be 
providing services to children and youth in approximately six months.  Janeen reported that the 
agency would begin to participate in the local continuum of care meetings as time will allow.                         
 
 

8. Systemic Issues Sub-Committee Update                  TeRessa Kammerling  
 
TeRessa provided an update on the activities of the Systemic Issues Sub Committee.  TeRessa 
reported on discussions that have been taken place with Andrea Frymire. Further, she had 
requested that Andrea to attend the upcoming Systemic Issues meeting to discuss tax credits 
being leverage for housing.   
 
Commissioner Charles reported that HB1860 allows children in custody to bring notarized 
affidavits to the Department of Public Safety.  Commissioner Charles reported that he would 
continue to track the legislation and that similar legislation had been introduced last year but 
failed due to language.     
 

 
9. Performance Partnership Pilots Grant     Anthony Kibble 

Anthony provided an update date on the Office of Planning and Coordination P3 application.  
Anthony reported that P&C did submit for the grant along with many other communities across 
the state of Oklahoma.  Anthony reported that if awarded, the grant would support existing pilot 
projects that are primarily in rural areas of the state.  In addition, the funding would support 
the expansion of data collection and evaluation efforts.  
   

10.  Next Steps and Meeting Date                                                Commissioner Charles   
Next meeting scheduled for May 27, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. at Oklahoma Commission on Children & 
Youth  

 
  Adjournment     


