OKLAHOMA COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH

State Post Adjudication Review Advisory Board

Cindy Nocton, Chair
Friday, August 21, 2015 12:00 p.m.
Embassy Suites Downtown/Medical Center
741 N Phillips Ave

Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Next Scheduled Meeting Date: November 20, 2015

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA

Call to Order, Determination of Quorum and Compliance with Oklahoma 5 min.  Cindy Nocton
Open Meeting Act

Introduction of the Members and Guests, Public comments 2min.  Cindy Nocton

Review and Approval of the Meeting Minutes of February 20, 2015 5min.  Cindy Nocton
Discussion and possible action

Coordinator’s Report 5 min Sara Vincent
OKDHS Data Report 7 min Millie Carpenter
Discussion regarding PARB/CASA Statewide Conference 10 min  Sara Vincent and
March 18-19, 2016 Sheryl Marseilles

Discussion to move the February 19, 2016, to March 18, 2016, at 12:00 10 min  Sara Vincent
Discussion and possible action

New Business 5min.  Cindy Nocton
Business which was not known nor could have been known through
exercise of due diligence at the time of the posting of this agenda

Adjournment 1 min.  Cindy Nocton

Posted: August 20, 2015



Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth
1111 N Lee Avenue, Suite 500
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103

STATE POST ADJUDICATION REVIEW ADVISORY BOARD
1111 N Lee Ave. Suite 500
Oklahoma City, OK 73103
Friday, May 15, 2015

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at 10:42 a.m. by Vice-Chairperson, Holly Morris. Determination of
quorum was established for members present and the board was in compliance with notice and agenda
requirements of the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act. Members present were: Millie Carpenter, Greg
Delaney, Melanie Johnson, Cindy Nocton, James Cooper, Greg Parks, Lisa Buck, Holly Morris, Clara
Cunningham, Lou Truitt-Flanagan, Jay Scott Brown, Carol Collins, and the Honorable Pat VerSteeg.
Members not present were: Linda McDaniel, Mary Jo Wimbish, the Honorable Dynda Post, David Ross,
the Honorable A.J. Henshaw, the Honorable Kyle Haskins, Sandy Brown, Carol Bridges, and, the
Honorable Mark Moore. OCCY staff members present were: Sara Vincent, Christina Whatley, Jack
Chapman, and Cherra Taylor.

2. Introduction of the Members and Guests, Public Comments
No Guests were present at this meeting.

3. Review and Approval of the Meeting Minutes of February 20, 2015
Carol Collins moved and James Cooper seconded to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2015, State
Post Adjudication Review Advisory Board meeting as amended. The majority of members present voted
in the affirmative. Motion passed.

4. Coordinator’s Report
Sara Vincent reported that around 6500 flyers on the Foster Parent Grievance and Retaliation Resolution
Program were mailed and only 112 of those have been returned. Sara also reported that she attended a
PARB member training in Tulsa on April 13, 2015. Dr. Steve Grissom conducted the training which
covered reviewing and interpreting reports. A total of 18 PARB members attended the training.

Some of the other activities included on the report were: attended the Juvenile Judges Oversight
Committee (JJOC) meeting; attended the Child Care Advisory Committee (CCAC) meeting; observed
the Muskogee County PARB meeting; and participated in the CJA planning meeting.

5. State PARB Vacancies
Sara reported that Mary Jo Wimbish is resigning from her membership with State PARB but will
continue her membership with the local PARB in Tulsa. Sara also reported that Destry Hawthorne’s
position remains unfilled though attempts to fill it have been unsuccessful. Sara asked the members to
let her know of any recommendations they may have to fill the vacant positions.
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6. 2014 Annual Report State PARB Advisory Board Recommendations: Discussion and Possible
Action
There was discussion on whether to continue with recommending discontinuing use of jury trials in the
termination of parental rights. Oklahoma is one of a handful of states that still use jury trials. It was
agreed to proceed with recommending the elimination of jury trials as it is costly, inefficient, and it does
not appear to be in the best interest of the children. It was also agreed to change the language of the
recommendation from previous years and to continue educating legislators on the subject.

The previous recommendation as written says “Request an interim study for the elimination of jury trials
in termination of parental rights cases.” After extensive discussion regarding the wording of the
recommendation, it was agreed that the language would be changed to “To expedite permanency and
enhance stability for children, a request to promote efficiency of bench trials and eliminate costly and
inefficient jury trials.”

Lou Truitt-Flanagan moved and Greg Delaney seconded to change the language of the recommendation
to “To expedite permanency and enhance stability for children, a request to promote efficiency of bench
trials and eliminate costly and inefficient jury trials.” Motion passed.

7. Policy Committee Report: Discussion and Possible Action
Carol Collins reported that after extensive review, the policy committee is not recommending the
Conflict of Interest policy draft be accepted as written due to the complexity of the draft and the
redundancy compared to established policies.

After extensive discussion, it was suggested that the draft could be incorporated as guidelines in new
member orientation trainings and not incorporate the draft into official policies and procedures. It was
also suggested to assess and revise the draft prior to using for the trainings.

Carol Collins motioned and Melanie Johnson seconded to not incorporate the “Conflict of Interest”
policy draft into the official policies and procedures, and instead reassess the draft and incorporate it as
guidelines into the New Member Orientation trainings. Motion passed.

8. Child Death Review Board Report

Jay Scott Brown reported that the Child Death Review Board (CDRB) has released their annual report in
late April. In the report, of the 297 cases reviewed in 2014, 30% of the children died in unsafe sleep
environments and of the traffic related deaths, 49% were from child seat restraints being improperly
used or not used at all. Also, 60 of the 297 deaths were from child maltreatment with 75% of the 60
from neglect and 21% from abuse. Of the 60 cases, 35% had previous child welfare referrals for child
maltreatment and 6% had open child welfare cases at the time of death. David Ross noted that other
factors of traffic related child deaths such as vehicle/pedestrian accident, and falling off an ATV were
included under the category of “unrestrained” on police reports.

The report also included that of those cases, 68% of the families were receiving or applying for
Temporary Aid for Needy Families (TANF), and 66% of the children were receiving SoonerCare
benefits for health care.

Jay reported that a press conference was organized for the release of the annual report. Jay also reported
that he was interviewed by Telemundo, and showed a YouTube video of the interview to the PARB
members.
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10.

11.

12.

Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth Report

Jay Scott Brown reported that the OK Foster Parent Voices program is collaborating with the Oklahoma
Institute of Child Advocacy (OICA), and has received a grant through OICA for distribution of
informational flyers on the grievance process to foster parents throughout the state. He also reported that
the responsibilities of overseeing the Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTSs) and training the members have
been moved from the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) to OCCY.

Multidisciplinary Team Report

Jack Chapman reported that Senate Bill 534, which creates funding for the Freestanding
Multidisciplinary Teams (FSMDTs) called the Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Team Account
(CAMTA), was signed by Governor Fallen. The funding will be distributed monthly through invoicing
provided services. The CACs will still receive funding in a lump sum at the beginning of the calendar
year.

He also reported that new FSMDTs are being formed in Lincoln, Jackson, Okfuskee, Seminole, and
Stephens Counties. These counties will be eligible for funding after one year of training and service.

Jack stated that the Office of Planning and Coordination (P&C) at OCCY has been awarded two grants
for the next fiscal year; one is to be used to fund trainings for the FSMDTs, and the other to fund
trainings for judges and district attorneys. P&C is coordinating with the District Attorney’s Council
(DAC) with trainings on how to work with children with disabilities. The hope for the training is to
reduce the number of deaths of children with disabilities.

New Business

David Ross suggests that possibly at each meeting, that updates on the number of children in the system
and other statistical data be reviewed. Millie Carpenter stated that the numbers of children in the system
has dropped in the previous two months. She also stated that she can bring the requested data, including
breakdowns of the data, to the meetings. Millie requested that anyone wanting specific type of data to
be retrieved, to email her the request.

Jack Chapman stated that Lisa Buck, Sara Vincent, and he have had meetings with several foster parents
across the state, and have suggested to them to attend the PARB meetings. He also stated that one foster
parent attempted to attend a PARB meeting and was refused entry. He asked the members that the
foster parents be allowed to attend the meetings.

Adjournment
The location for the next meeting is to be determined.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm.
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Post Adjudication Review Board’s of Oklahoma
Coordinator’s Report
April 30, 2015 through August 14, 2015

Below is a list of the Post Adjudication Review Board Coordinator’s activities since
April 30, 2015.

May 12, 2015, Met with Judge Fransein and Judge Palmer regarding the Tulsa County
PARB

May 21, 2015, Met with OKDHS Foster Parent Ombudsman, Lisa Buck regarding the
numbers and outcomes of the foster parent complaints submitted through the Online
Foster Parent Grievance and Retaliation Resolution process

May 26, 2015, Met with the Director of the Tulsa County Juvenile Bureau, Justin Jones
regarding the Tulsa County PARB

May 27, 2015, Participated in Children’s Justice Act Grant planning meeting

June 16, 2015, Met with OKDHS Foster Parent Ombudsman, Lisa Buck regarding the
numbers and outcomes of the foster parent complaints submitted through the Online
Foster Parent Grievance and Retaliation Resolution process

June 17, 2015, Met with Judge Orendorff, regarding the Sequoyah County PARB
program

June 19, 2015, Attended the OCCY Commission Meeting

July 8, 2015, Met with the State Executive Director, Sheryl Marseilles regarding a joint
Statewide Conference for PARB and CASA members

July 9, 2015, Participated in an OCCY Retreat planning meeting

July 13, 2015, Met with the State Executive Director, Sheryl Marseilles regarding a joint
Statewide Conference for PARB and CASA members

July 16, 2015, Met with Lana Freeman and OCCY Assistant Director, Jack Chapman
regarding the Online Foster Parent Grievance and Retaliation Resolution process panel
for the OICA Fall Conference

July 22, 2015, Attended the District Attorney’s Council Conference

July 23, 2015, Met with two potential Sequoyah County PARB members

July 30, 2015, Participated in an OCCY Retreat planning meeting

August 13, 2015, Met with OICA and discussed follow-up training for foster parents
regarding the provided through the Rapid Response Grant. Also, met with OKDHS
Foster Parent Ombudsman, Lisa Buck regarding the numbers and outcomes of the foster
parent complaints submitted through the Online Foster Parent Grievance and Retaliation
Resolution process

ON GOING ACTIVITIES:

Establishing and monitoring the Online Foster Parent Grievance and Retaliation Resolution
process.

Developing the 2015-2016 CJA grant training agenda and schedule

Developing the training agenda for the Online Foster Parent Grievance and Retaliation
Resolution process to be presented at the OICA Fall Conference

Re-establishing the Sequoyah County PARB program




THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO LOCAL BOARDS

Oklahoma County
Kristen Rader
Nealette Henderson

Logan County
Philip Nichols
Sarah Blevins

Custer/Washita County
Erin Adams

Major County
Nancy Nelson

Creek County
Diana Erwin

Sequoyah County
Kara Mayfield
Kayla Plank




Mission Statement

Post Adjudication Review Boards (PARB) of Oklahoma ensure the best interests of Deprived/Delinquent children are being met

through external citizen review, to monitor the efforts of the children services programs and make recommendations for system

improvement in order to enhance the management of individual children’s cases as well as the administration of the system. Asa

result, children will achieve safety, stability and permanency without undue delay; enjoy continuity of relationships; and have the

opportunity to develop their full potential.

A Message From the Chair

The benefits to a judge of an active and experienced PARB are
quite significant. PARB reviews are useful tools for the juvenile
court judge on both an individual case basis and collectively.
Individually, a PARB review brings a case into focus, not as a legal
proceeding, but as an in-depth look at a child’s life, within the
custody of Oklahoma Department of Human Services in a way
that treats the child as the focus. Their review critiques whether
the individual child is having his or her needs met. Collectively,
PARB gives an overview to the juvenile judge of all the children
in the custody of DHS, under the auspices of the court system.
This overview can help illuminate recurring issues, “across-
the-board”; an overview which is.an informed, common sense
perspective is helpful in assessing needs within the existing, as
we seek to improve it.

PARB is an important voice for children who need it the most:
abused or neglected, and sometimes overlooked. PARB makes a
difference.

The Honorable Judge Dynda Post,
12th Judicial District

How it Works

A PARB is composed of at least five volunteers (members)
who live or work within the local judicial district. The vol-
unteer board members have a desire to help our children
create a brighter future for themselves. The volunteers

are appointed by the Oklahoma Commission on Children
and Youth through the recommendation of the local judge
with the juvenile court responsibility. The primary respon-
sibility of a PARB is to be an advocate for children who live
within the local PARB’s judicial district. In addition, the
PARB reviews encourage interagency coordination and
cooperation.

Why Do We Nee P!\RBZ
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PARB emphasizes preventive services and permanent
placement. In the 1980’s federal and state laws created

PARB out of a concern for the welfare of children and each
child’s right to live in a stable and nurturing home.

What is Reviewed and How is a Review ComPIeted?

PARB members examine each child’s court file and may request
additional information from the social worker, foster parent(s),
court officials, and other people involved in the case to decide
whether the child and the child’s family are receiving the neces-
sary and appropriate services to correct the conditions in the
home which led to court intervention.

The PARB evaluates the goals stated in the case plan and the
progress made toward these goals. By written recommendation,
the PARB advises the Court whether these goals and services
support the best interests of the child.



.20.1 4 PARB Data.

« 5,645 Reviews Completed

. 8,411 Children Reviewed In 2014, PARB volunteers

reviewed an average of 17
- 12,080 Volunteer Hours cases, donating an average of

« 339 Volunteers 36 volunteer hours.
o 24 Judicial Districts Served

State Advisory Board Recommendations

To expedite permanency and enhance stability for children,
a request to promote efficiency of bench trials and eliminate
costly and inefficient jury trials.

47 PARBS Served 24 Judicial Districts
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Oklahoma Commission on
Children and Youth

1111 North Lee Avenue, Suite 500
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma73103
Phone: 405.606.4900

Toll Free: 866.335.9288
www.okkids.org
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