
  Posted:   August 2, 2016 
 

 
OKLAHOMA COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 
State Post Adjudication Review Advisory Board 

Cindy Nocton, Chair 
Friday, August 19, 2016 10:30 a.m. 

Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth Conference Room 
1111 N Lee Ave, Ste 500 

Oklahoma City, OK 73103 
Next Scheduled Meeting Date:  November 18, 2016 

 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order, Determination of Quorum and Compliance with Oklahoma 

Open Meeting Act 
5 min. Cindy Nocton 

2. 
 

Introduction of the Members and Guests, Public comments 5 min. Cindy Nocton 

3. Review and Approval of the Meeting Minutes of May 20, 2016 
Discussion and possible action 

5 min. Cindy Nocton 

4. Coordinator’s Report 5 min. Lisa Smith/Mark 
James 

5. 
 

Discussion Regarding Reappointment of PARB Members and the 
Status of Local PARBs 

15 min. Lisa Smith/Mark 
James 

6. Discussion and Possible Actions on the 2017 State PARB/CASA 
Conference 

10 min Lisa Smith/Mark 
James 

7. Discussion Regarding Methods to Securely Transmit Case Files via 
Email for Oklahoma County PARB Boards 

10 min Christina Whatley/Dan 
Ingram 

8. New Business 
Business which was not known nor could have been known through 
exercise of due diligence at the time of the posting of this agenda

5 min. Cindy Nocton 

9. Adjournment 1 min. Cindy Nocton 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



PARB Meeting     Page 1 of 3                        Meeting Date: May 20, 2016 

Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth 
1111 N Lee Avenue, Suite 500 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103 
       

STATE POST ADJUDICATION REVIEW ADVISORY BOARD 
1111 N Lee Ave, Ste 500 

Oklahoma City, OK 73103 
Friday, May 20, 2016 

 
 

MINUTES 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 10:13 a.m. by Chairperson, Cindy Nocton.  Determination of quorum 
was established for members present and the board was in compliance with notice and agenda 
requirements of the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act. Members present were:  Greg Delaney, Carol 
Bridges, Cindy Nocton, Lou Truitt-Flanagan, Greg Parks, Jay Scott Brown, the Honorable Louis Duel, 
Melanie Johnson, Holly Morris, the Honorable Ryan Reddick, the Honorable Leah Edwards, and the 
Honorable Pat VerSteeg. Members not present were: Millie Carpenter, David Ross, Lisa Buck, Sandy 
Brown, James Cooper, the Honorable Bill Baze, Tracy Otto, and Stephanie McCall. OCCY staff 
members present were: Christina Whatley, Lisa Smith, Jack Chapman, and Cherra Taylor. 
 

2.   Introduction of the Members and Guests, Public Comments 
There were no guests in attendance and no public comments were made at this time. 

 
3.  Review and Approval of the Meeting Minutes of March 18, 2016 

Jay Scott Brown moved and the Honorable Louis Duel seconded to approve the minutes of the March 
18, 2016, State Post Adjudication Review Advisory Board Meeting. The majority of members present 
voted in the affirmative. Motion passed.  

 
4. Coordinator’s Report 

Lisa Smith reported that Sara Vincent will be out of the office for the month due to health issues.  
Melanie Johnson has volunteered to assist with PARB functions while Sara is out.  Lisa stated that 
workshops at the next conference will need to be tailored to include PARB-related solutions.  

 
5. Discussion and Possible Action in Regards to Filling Two of the Vacant Positions on the State 

PARB Board 
Lisa reported that the governor’s office is in the process of filling two positions that have been vacant on 
the state board.  One of the positions consists of a foster parent currently in contract with the Department 
of Human Services (OKDHS), and the other position is an At-Large position that was left vacant when 
Clara Cunningham passed away. Holly Morris, a foster parent representing the Foster Parents’ 
Association and the board’s vice chair, is resigning from her position on the board as her family will be 
moving out of state, leaving a third position vacant.  There was discussion regarding recruitment of 
possible applicants to the state board and Lisa stated that interested applicants will need to contact 
Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth (OCCY) to obtain information on how to apply for a 
position on the state board. 
 

6. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Election of New Officers 
Cindy Nocton reported that retired Judge Dynda Post, Holly Morris, and she were the elected officers 
for the board.  Cindy moves from the chair-elect position to the Chair position.  Holly will be vacating 
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the vice-chair position upon her resignation from the board.  Cindy asked for volunteers willing to take 
the positions of vice-chair and chair-elect. There was discussion as to the duties assigned to these 
positions as well as the term limits for each position.  Judge Leah Edwards nominated Judge Louis Duel 
to be the vice chair and Judge Pat VerSteeg nominated Dr. Greg Parks to be the chair-elect with the 
terms beginning on July 1, 2016.  No other members were nominated. 
 
The Honorable Leah Edwards motioned and the Honorable Pat VerSteeg seconded to approve the 
Honorable Louis Duel for the position of vice chair starting July 1, 2016. The Honorable Pat VerSteeg 
motioned and Melanie Johnson seconded to approve Dr. Greg Parks for the position of chair-elect 
starting July 1, 2016.  The majority of the members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed. 
 

7. Updates following the State PARB/CASA Conference: Discussion and Possible Action 
Copies of the conference evaluation results were handed out. Christina Whatley reported that most 
reviews were positive in most aspects of the conference.  The primary concern was the workshops 
appeared to provide education that was more CASA-related than it was PARB-related. The judges’ and 
youth transition panels continued to be a success at the conference.   Plans for the next conference will 
include workshops geared toward recognition and education of PARB. Several board members 
commented on the benefits of the cross training that the conference presented, educating each 
organization as to the value of the other organization.   

 
8.  Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Results of the Local Board Annual Reports 
 Copies of a 2014/2015 comparison report of total volunteer hours were handed out. Christina reported 

that the number of cases reviewed and the number of children who benefitted from PARB has increased 
but the total number of volunteer hours has decreased from calendar year 2014 to calendar year 2015.  
The concern is that either the local boards are misreporting or not reporting at all.  One board has been 
established while a couple of other boards have disbanded.  There will be a review into the discrepancies 
in reporting to identify and resolve the issues. 

 
9. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding House Bill 2483 Involving Termination of Parental 

Rights and the Waiving of Rights to a Jury Trial   
Cindy Nocton reported that House Bill (HB) 2483, which involves the terminations of parental rights by 
a bench trial instead of a jury trial if parents fail to appear in court, was signed by the governor on May 
5, 2016 and will become effective on November 1, 2016.  Representative Pat Ownbey was the author of 
the bill.  The bill will allow judges to move forward in termination proceedings without the use of a jury 
if parents, after receiving prior notice of proceedings, fail to appear in court without good cause. 
 
Cindy stated that she would like to start again making recommendations for the complete elimination of 
jury trials for the next legislative session.  Some of the issues discussed about proceeding with a jury 
trial despite parents’ absences were the high monetary costs to the state for holding a jury trial, trauma to 
jurors upon viewing gruesome evidence, and the length of time children are left in state custody without 
permanent stability.  There was concern with continuing to recommend eliminating jury trials 
completely, and discussed the benefits and drawbacks of using jury trials versus bench trials.  Also 
discussed was the possibility of conducting surveys to obtain the data on the effects that jury trials have 
on those of the general public who participate in the trials.  It was agreed to postpone pursuing the 
recommendation on eliminating jury trials. 
 

10. New Business:  Business which was not known nor could have been known through exercise of due 
diligence at the time of the posting of this agenda. 
Jay Scott Brown brought car windshield screens with him to hand out to the board members. The 
message “Got Kid?” is printed on one side of the screen to help remind drivers to not leave children in 
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vehicles. Jay’s business along with an insurance agent sponsored the project and encouraged other 
businesses to participate in sponsoring the project.  Jay stated that the idea came after reviewing multiple 
cases of child deaths involving children being left in a hot car.  Jay will email the information on 
sponsoring the project to the board members for circulation in their local communities.  
 
Dr. Greg Parks requested that a line item be added to the agenda for the next meeting regarding the 
handling of confidential records that are reviewed by local PARBs.  Concerns were expressed as to the 
risk of liability when handling and transporting copies of case files as well as the costs expended when 
creating copies for PARB members to review.  One possible idea stated was for PARB members to have 
electronic access to case files to minimize breaches of confidentiality. It was agreed to add the line item 
to the agenda for the next meeting which is scheduled for August 19, 2016. 
 

11.       Adjournment 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:23 a.m. 



 
 

Post Adjudication Review Boards of Oklahoma 
Coordinator’s Report 

May 20, 2016, through August 12, 2016 
 

       
Below is a list of the Post Adjudication Review Board Coordinator’s activities since  
May 20, 2016. 
  

 June 8, 2016, Attended the Child Care Advisory Committee Meeting 
 June 9, 2016, Met with OKDHS OCA, Dawn Leeman regarding the Foster Parent 

Grievance and Retaliation Investigation findings 
 July 26, 2016, Met with OKDHS Child Welfare, Foster Parent, and OCA personnel 

regarding foster parent complaints/grievances during open OKDHS Child Welfare Child 
Protective Services’ Investigations 

 August 9, 2016, Met with Judge Denney regarding the Delaware County PARB   
 August 11, 2016, Met with OKDHS OCA, Dawn Leeman regarding the Foster Parent 

Grievance and Retaliation Investigation findings 
 August 18, 2016, Met with Assistant District Attorney Ottawa County, Rogers Hughes 

regarding Ottawa County PARB 
 
 
ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
I had several conversations with the Director of Appointments at the Governor’s Office during 
this reporting period.  These conversations found that Governor Fallin is committed to ensure 
that the State Postadjudication Review Advisory Board maintain members in their appointed 
position.  Therefore, I have submitted two names in your packets for your consideration to fill 
two of our vacancies.  If recommended by the advisory board and approved by the Governor, 
Lana Freeman will be filling the vacant position of a Foster Parent Representing a Foster Parent 
Association and Anne Sublet will be filling an At-Large position.  The advisory board continues 
to have a vacant position for a Foster Parent Representing a Child Placing Agency and an Active 
Foster Parent with a Current Contract with the Oklahoma Department of Human Services 
(OKDHS).  I have reached out to OKDHS and others for possible applicants to fill the remaining 
vacancies.  
 
The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth (OCCY) established a process for all local 
Postadjudication Review Board (PARB) members to be reappointed every three years ad 
determined in Title 10, Chapter 512, Section 1116.2 of State Statute.  The process requires the 
member to complete a reappointment application and the local judge’s recommendation for the 
member to remain on the board.  During this process, OCCY found that several boards are no 
longer active and several have decided not to continue.  Subsequently, I will be working 
diligently during the next year to get the local non-active boards reactivated as well as 
establishing boards where needed.   Currently, we have at least one PARB active in 24 of the 26 
Judicial Districts and approximately forty-five local boards.      
 
 
 
 



 
 
THE FOLLOWING REAPPOINTMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO LOCAL BOARDS 
 
Atoka County           Blaine County 
Stephanie McCall     Yvonne Christensen 
Jerri Sanders      Carrie Compton 
        Christi Park 
Bryan County     Dru Svitak 
Leslie Jacox 
 
Craig County      Creek County 
Irene Conine      Susan Main 
Jim Dishman      Rita “Susie” Henderson 
Toni Moore      Cynthia Soares 
Mary Ruark 
Robin McSpadden 
        Kay/Noble Counties 
Garfield County     Geoffrey Cowan 
Leslie Klamm      Leigh Ann Johnston 
        Kaye McCarty 
Lincoln County     Lennis Ailey 
David Burgess      Norma Hughes 
 
Love County      Muskogee County 
Media Hicks      James “Jim” White 
Don Sessions      Donna Garrison 
Cindy Colston      Beverly O’Brien 
 
Nowata/Washington Counties   Okfuskee County 
John Foote III      Elayne Evans 
Laura Dixon      Nicky Lambeth 
 
Osage County     Pittsburg County 
Carolyn Johnson     Cecilia Miers 
Dona Clapp      Kathy Barkalow 
        Loretha Sweetin 
Rogers County 
Lou Truitt-Flanagan 
Charlotte Pauley 
Anglyn “Angie” Graves 
      
 
 
THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO LOCAL BOARDS 
 
Bryan County        Cleveland County 
Michael Woodruff               Janet Corley 
 
Comanche County  Custer/Washita County 
Lori U’Ren         Jane Weichel 



 

  
                       
Oklahoma County            Okmulgee County 
Martha Inga         Marsha Brown      
Robert Phillips          Patti Adamson 
 
Texas County 
Lana Shaffer 
     
 
      
 


	Agenda Friday August 19 2016
	Minutes May 20 2016
	Coordinator's Report August 19 2016

