The Oklahoman

OKLAHOMA
PRESS
SERVICE

DIGITAL NEWS
TRACKING

TechTrol provides high-tech
element to life in rural Pawnee
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PAWNEE — Drive into the
north-central Oklahoma
community of Pawnee,
and reminders of the
city’s frontier history are
everywhere. The town
of about 2,500 people is
noted for its ties to the
Pawnee Bill Wild West
Show and is the home to
the Pawnee Bill State Park
and Museum. It hosts
an annual celebration of
antique steam-powered
farm machines and also is
home to Chester Gould,
creator of the Dick Tracy
comic strip.

The city even takes its
name from the Pawnee
tribe that was relocated to
the area in the 1870s. Paw-
nee also is home to one of
the state’s cutting-edge,
high-tech companies —

Bill Ardrey is president of TechTrol Inc. and managing director of SmartStock LLC.
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TechTrol Inc.
Founded in 1995 by
serial entrepreneur Bill
Ardrey, TechTrol designs
and manufactures elec-
tronic controllers, circuit
boards and cable assem-
blies for its own products SmartStock’s bolus device
as well as for a wide vari- monitors the core tem-
ety of customers. perature of cattle and
transmits it to a receiver.
Monitoring bovines TechTrol designs and manufactures electronic control-
A subsidiary, Smart - lers, circuit boards and cable assemblies. typesetter.
Stock LLC, developed a “It was a great prod-
high-tech health monitor- “They needed jobs, such as the military, as uct, but we ran out of
ing system for dairy herds, = and we needed a place well as the energy, equip- ~ money and had to close
feedlots and cow-calf tolocate,” Ardrey said. ment fabricating, key- down,” Ardrey said. “It’s
operators. “So everything just came board manufacturingand  humbling when you fail
TechTrolbeganin Ard-  together” many more industries. at abusiness and then get
rey’s Broken Arrow home TechTrol has operated In cooperation with another chance?”
in 1995 when he worked at the Pawnee location OSU, SmartStock received Ardrey took that second
primarily as an engineer- since 19098, employing as apair of OCAST grants chancein 1995, and the
ing consultant, designing ~ many as 18, includingtwo  that supported develop- journey down the entre-
products for clients. When  full-time engineers plus ment and refinementofa  preneur’s path eventually
his customers cametohim  engineers contractedona  cattle bolus device forherd led him to Pawnee.
seeking manufacturing per-job basis. monitoring. Equipped “If we employ 10 to 12
capabilities, he began to “We have to fluctu- with sensors and wireless ~ people in a town of 2,500,
look for a manufacturer ate with the economy, communications tech- then we touch directly or
but couldn’t find onethat ~ but we’ve never had to nology, thebolusisplaced  indirectly 10 percent of the
fit the specifications. lay anybody off, and I'm in the cattle’s stomach, population of this town,”
“Thad a friend who is happy about that” Ardrey = monitors its core tempera-  he said.
still here in Pawnee, an said. ture and transmits it to a The impact on Pawnee
optometrist named Dr. TechTrol also maintains  receiver. has been “fantastic,” said
Mack Smith” Ardrey an active intern program . Smith, the optometrist
recalled onarecent spring  for engineering andentre-  Device for newspapers o first suggested the
morning. “He said, ‘Why preneurship students from TechTrolisnot Ardrey’s  city to Ardrey almost two
don’t you just come to Oklahoma State Univer- first journey into entre- decades ago.
Pawnee?’ Isaid, ‘OK, tell sity. preneurship. “I'mso glad Imen-
me more! So the next day, In2001, the company Shortly after he was tioned Pawnee as a
literally the next day, I was awarded its first grant  discharged from the Air possible location to him
received a package from from the Oklahoma Cen- Force in the 1970s and and delighted that he
the Pawnee mayor”” ter for the Advancement completed an engineering  took me up onit,” Smith
The rapid response of Science and Technology  degree at University of said. “TechTrol has been
paid off for the commu- (OCAST), which funded Kansas, Ardrey created atremendous thing for
nity. The city proposed a development of anon- one of the first elec- Pawnee. They have been
package in whichit would  contact sensor tomonitor  tronic text editors for the an awesome employer for
donate land and provide chlorine in water newspaper industry. The the people of Pawnee and
financial assistance to supplies. technology communicated the surrounding area”
build a10,000-square- Today, TechTrol devel- with teletype machines After nearly 20 years
foot manufacturing ops its own products as and fed the informationto  here, TechTrol is building
facility on the northern well as providing contract ~ a computer, whereit could  afrontier history of its
outskirts of town. manufacturing for clients ~ beedited and sentontoa own.
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It’s arare moment that
the leaders and scientists
of Oklahoma’s biosci-
ence industry can come
together to share the
collaborative spirit that is
such a part of who they are
and what they are creat-
ing. The annual OKBIO
Summit and BioScience
Awards dinner is one of
those moments.

Iwas struck by how
there’s virtually no stop-
ping the conversation at
this event — even while
the OU-Texas A&M Sweet
16 game streamed during
dinner to a big screen.
(Bioscience and basketball
are definitely compatible.)

The theme of the day
was the impact of the
convergence of biophar-
maceutical research and
clinical trials — in other
words, creating clin-

Scott
Meacham

ical trials that further
ground-breaking diagnos-
tics and therapies that can
change patients’ lives.

OMREF president cited
Dr. Stephen M. Prescott,
president of Oklahoma
Medical Research Founda-
tion (OMRF), was honored
with this year’s Hall of
Fame Leadership Award.
Under Dr. Prescott’s
leadership, OMRF has
carried out the largest
expansion in its history,
including the opening
of the Multiple Sclerosis

DID YOU KNOW?

OCAST has supported more than 2,500 research
and development projects in Oklahoma.

Center of Excellence, more
than a dozen new labora-
tories and the expansion of
cancer research, working
closely with OU’s Ste-
phenson Cancer Center

to bring new therapies to
patients in Oklahoma and
beyond.

Prescott is an enthu-
siastic supporter of the
ongoing initiative to create
an Innovation District
within the Oklahoma
Health Center campus.
“Inthelast decade, we’ve
taken tremendous strides
in growing the bioscience
community in Oklahoma,”
said Prescott, who came
to OMRF in 2006 from

the University of Utah.
“With the Innovation
District initiative, we have
achance build something
transformative, to use this
momentum to take Okla-
homa City to the next level
when it comes to creativity
and entrepreneurship””’

OCAST gets award
The Oklahoma Center
for the Advancement of
Science and Technology
(OCAST) received the
Community Recogni-
tion Award. OCAST is
Oklahoma'’s go-to source
of funding for basic and
applied R&D ($10 million
annually). OCAST’s Intern

Partnership Program
connects more than 280
students per year with
science and technology
companies for areal world
experience that helps drive
more of our young talent
toward STEM (science,
technology engineering,
and math).

Researcher honored
Anne Pereira, founder
and chief scientific officer
of Biolytx Pharmaceutical,

received the Researcher
Recognition Award.
Through her research, Dr.
Pereira has identified and
developed antimicrobial
peptides to kill antibi-
otic-resistant bacteria.
This course of discovery
is not for the faint of
heart; Pereira has been at
it for more than 20 years;
Biolytx is nearing the

Property of OPS News Tracker and members of the Oklahoma Press Association.

22 | OKLAHOMA
=2 | PRESS
= | SERVICE
threshold of clinical trials.
Cytovance Biologics
was recognized as an

Innovation Winner. The
firm, an Oklahoma-grown
biopharmaceutical
contract manufacturer
founded in 2003, employs
almost 200 people and
was recently acquired.
From the day’s agenda
to the evening’s awards,
the OKBIO Summit
underscored the research,
clinical trials, and science-
based startups that are
creating national rec-
ognition of Oklahoma's
bioscience scene.

Scott Meacham is president and CEC
of i2E Inc, a nonprofit corporation
that mentors many of the state’s
technology-based startup companies
i2E receives state appropriations
from the Oklahoma Center for

the Advancement of Science and
Technology. Contact Meacham at
i2E_Comments@i2E.org.



