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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 17, 2009
 CONTACT:   OBN SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD (800) 522-8031 or Stillwater Police Department PIO Randy Dickerson at (405) 372-0025


STILLWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT AND STATE NARCOTICS BUREAU ARREST METH PRECURSOR VIOLATORS
The Stillwater Police Department and the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics have teamed up to halt individuals illegally purchasing pseudoephedrine, the key ingredient for manufacturing methamphetamine.    November 16 - 17, Stillwater Police and OBN are serving 64 arrest warrants throughout Payne County for individuals willfully purchasing pseudoephedrine above the limits set by state law.  By 11:00 a.m. Tuesday morning, 34 defendants were in custody. The defendants are facing a misdemeanor charge of purchasing more than 9 grams of pseudoephedrine.  However, Mark Woodward, Spokesman for the OBN says the charge could be upgraded to a felony of Purchasing a Controlled Substance with Intent to Manufacture. While serving warrants on Monday, three clandestine methamphetamine labs were seized. Woodward says the joint investigation targeted customers intentionally purchasing more than state law allows.

“Under state law approved in 2004, customers are limited to 9-grams of pseudoephedrine in a 1-month period without a prescription.  Meth cooks traditionally attempt to acquire as much pseudoephedrine as they can, so they’ll use multiple identification cards, fake I.D. cards, or send several different customers into pharmacies to purchase pseudoephedrine above the 9-gram limit.”
                                                        ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

In 2006, Oklahoma was the first state to begin tracking pseudoephedrine sales electronically in real time.  Woodward says the system allows law enforcement to track those intentionally trying purchase more pseudoephedrine than state law allows. 
A similar operation in June netted 15 arrests in Stillwater. Thirteen of the defendants admitted purchasing pseudoephedrine to manufacture meth.  Several meth labs were seized during the June round-up.  
While meth labs have declined by over 90-percent in the past several years, Woodward says some areas of Oklahoma are seeing increases in so-called “shake and bake” or “one-pot” meth labs which use smaller quantities of pseudoephedrine.  Many of these meth cooks use fake or altered identification cards to purchase pseudoephedrine, Woodward says.  
Stillwater Police and OBN are expressing appreciation to pharmacists in Payne County who’ve cooperated with law enforcement by supplying information about suspicious customers and pseudoephedrine transactions.
Assisting with the investigation and the two-day warrant sweep are members from the Stillwater Police Department, the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, the Payne County Sheriff’s Department, OSU Campus Police, Iowa Tribal Police, Perkins Police Department and the Cushing Police Department.  
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