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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 17, 2009
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


STEROIDS INVESTIGATION LEADS TO ARRESTS BY STATE/LOCAL AUTHORITIES

The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), along with the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Tulsa Police Department has completed a large phase of a complex investigation involving anabolic steroids.  Mark Woodward, Spokesman for OBN, says the investigation began in January of 2007 after the state drug agency received information related to steroid trafficking, manufacturing and use.


“This has been a far-reaching, complex investigation. We

have identified individuals from Oklahoma, as well as several other states involved in bringing steroids or components of the drug into the United States.   The drugs are being manufactured and distributed within a growing circle of individuals tied to competitive body building.”

                  ----Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

On Thursday, April 16, 2009, Woodward says agents served approximately a dozen arrest warrants in Oklahoma tied to the investigation.

“Approximately 8 warrants were served in Tulsa, 2 in Oklahoma City, and 2 in Wagoner County.  A total of 5 people were taken into custody, and we expect to locate the other 7 individuals over the next few days.”
                      ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman
Woodward says the defendants face a variety of charges, including the importation and manufacturing of steroids, using steroids, distribution of steroids, possession of steroids, and improper prescribing of steroids.

Arrested Thursday include:

· Sherry Smith (Oklahoma City-- firefighter) DOB 4/9/1970 charged with using steroids

· Tom Burke (Tulsa) DOB 6/11/1965 charged with felony distribution of steroids

· Dr. Brad Stahlheber (Tulsa) DOB 12/1/1974 charged with possession of steroids

· Derek Davis (Tulsa) DOB 10/31/1982 charged with possession with intent to distribute steroids

· Dr. Gary Lee (Tulsa) DOB 9/27/1960 charged with felony improper prescribing of steroids

Woodward says several more individuals have been indicted federally, but those indictments remained sealed at this time.  According to Woodward, more arrests are anticipated as the investigation moves forward.  
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