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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 20 18, 2007

 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


STATE NARCOTICS BUREAU AND MCALESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT LAUD GUILTY PLEAS IN METH CONSPIRACY 

Officials with the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and the McAlester Police Department say recent guilty pleas in a major methamphetamine operation are significant victories in Oklahoma’s war on drugs.  On November 19th, MICHAEL FRY, age 30, and SHANNON FRY, age 34, both of McAlester, Oklahoma, pled guilty to money laundering conspiracy and conspiracy to travel in interstate commerce to carry on unlawful activities.  BRIAN FRY, age 25, pled guilty to similar charges last month.  All three were considered among the main targets of an lengthy investigation headed by the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), the McAlester Police Department, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Internal Revenue Service.  OBN investigators say numerous individuals would arrange for large quantities of methamphetamine from Mexico be trafficked into Oklahoma and distributed on the streets in several communities.  Additionally, OBN says the Fry brothers invested a portion of the proceeds of their illegal drug sales in assets in such a manner to obscure and hide the true source of the money.
“The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics strives daily to work with 
local law enforcement to rid communities of illicit drug conspirators that their only purpose is to bring pain and grief to our state while making enormous monetary profits. We will fight for every town, every county in Oklahoma in our quest for a drug free state.  We can only be successful when communication and cooperation with local law enforcement is maximized and this is truly an example of that.  These type violators need more than disruption but these home-grown terrorist must be totally dismantled to the core. There is a huge difference between simple addiction-based drug issues and economic-based violators and the Fry conspirators are a prime example of the economic-driven defendants.  As a state, we must have great 
resolve when dealing with these groups”

                 ---R. Darrell Weaver, OBN Director
The McAlester Police Chief shares Director Weaver’s sentiments.


“These criminal elements can paralyze a community with fear.  

A primary focus of law enforcement is working together with other local, state and federal agencies to identify, target and dismantle these organizations.  This case is a vivid example of the success that stems from cooperative investigations.  We are very pleased to see the masterminds of this organization now behind bars.”

                                      ---McAlester Police Chief Jim Lyles

A sentencing date has not yet been set for Brian, Michael and Shannon Fry. The range of punishment is up to 15 years imprisonment for money laundering conspiracy and conspiracy to travel in interstate commerce to carry on unlawful activities. As many as 20 other significant targets of the investigation have either pled guilty or are awaiting trial.   
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