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NARCOTICS BUREAU LAUNCHING STUDENT PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS CONTEST
Getting creative to stay drug-free is the aim of a student Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Contest sponsored by the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN).   Mark Woodward, Spokesman for the OBN, says the goal is to focus on a growing epidemic involving prescription drug abuse.  
“Kids are always taught to share.  And that’s a great character trait.  However, we want students to understand that sharing prescription drugs can have devastating and deadly consequences.  Too often, teens are abusing prescription drugs, and frequently the drugs are given to them by friends.”

                                                  ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

Woodward says OBN is sponsoring a contest for Oklahoma students, encouraging them to use their creativity with the message, “DON’T SHARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS”.  
“We are excited to see what students come up with.  It can be a poster, essay, song, cheer, CD and DVD, or maybe something we hadn’t thought of.”
                                                      ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman
Woodward says the contest will get kids thinking and researching a problem that is often overshadowed by alcoholism, methamphetamine and other substance abuse issues. OBN Director Darrell Weaver says the contest can be used to start a dialog with parents, teachers and friends about the dangers of taking prescription drugs that don’t belong to them. 
"The long term success concerning substance abuse in Oklahoma will be directly correlated to how well we deter our young people away from illicit drug use. I want to encourage students, teachers and parents to participate in this worthy contest. Together we can make a difference in Oklahoma".

                                                                     ---Darrell Weaver, OBN Director 
Prizes will be awarded for the top student entries in two separate grade groups.  Woodward says the student winners will be announced during a formal ceremony April 14th at the State Capitol as part of “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” April 12 – 16th, 2010.  Students, parents or teachers can download a contest entry form at the OBN web site:  www.ok.gov/obndd
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